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When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel Shehrzad, and the
vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places and the news was
bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and [when he
had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him with the
troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and
other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys
sounded and it was a notable day..Awake, Asleep and, i. 5.."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops; but
his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an
arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose
name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that
hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of the
goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a
treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee
evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..? ? ? ? ? O
hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from pain!.Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How
shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and
more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him,
"What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and
none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last,
and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him
to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the
tears of every eye..Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..Presently, she came to me again and
I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand
dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is
accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and
addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell
her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate
and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on
horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..To return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested
awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of
Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to
the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him
and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the
merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas
brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the
merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas his possession..The raft fared on with me, running
along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied,
unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the
Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in
this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was
straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.The
old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves
and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted
Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord,
let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said,
"By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..? ? ? ? ? Now God
forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world should I forget the love of thee?.? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ,
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the standard ye o'erthrew Of faith, your favours grudged and aught of grace denied..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I
drained, Watching the stars of night go by, for sleepless languishment!.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.'Twere fitter
and better my loves that I leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..Benou Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the, i. 203..When she had
made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O
Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.? ?
? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken whilere..? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and
love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house,
I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman
stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she
entered and I went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them
and discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady,
wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there
none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And
she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.Selim and Selma, ii. 81..Presently, her brothers returned,
whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and
if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there
appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide
and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my
genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him
of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become
the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.18. Ardeshir
and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt
thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will make
myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen
[Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning,"
answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy
youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the
field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a mountain..? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.When El
Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou
avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do
that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she
[opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were
the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her
maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the
Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to
thee.".? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story i.?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman..Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred
thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of
thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present
were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and
rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy
palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her
none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool,
made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him
after her and wept sore..Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building
and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in
doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord,"
answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became
mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood;
for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and
hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse,
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and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its price.".? ? ? ? ? Your coming
to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.? ? ? ? ? What had
it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.? ? ? ? ? Ye've drowned
me in the sea of love for you; my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom I adore..So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my
daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me,
marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me,
and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and
acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry
me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's
words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier,
whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..? ? ? ? ? No sin is there in drinking of wine, for it affords All that's foretold (117) of union
and love and happy cheer..? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.At this I trembled and replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a
loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, I am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath
befallen me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have no jot of inclination left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave
Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O
Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath betided thee and well may it behove thee never again
to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the
Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I
dared not gainsay his commandment.? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of thine enjoyment in all security..? ?
? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.35. The Lover who feigned
himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.At eventide the
king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the fuller and his wife." "With all my heart,"
answered the vizier. So he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village;
wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's
officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I
not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh
the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the
Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife
[and children] with him. So they went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in
affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen
Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee;
but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and
taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and
whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the
Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And
who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With
this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and
acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the
Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his
heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal
are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God the Lord Most High..When the morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges
and assessors and sending for the Magian and the two youths and their mother, questioned them of their case, whereupon the two young men began
and said, 'We are the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and
wandered at a venture, for fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted to him all that had betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a
marvellous story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We know not how fortune dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was
silent..When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I
wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other,
for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his
wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but
rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score
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bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks,
so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.This
was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars;
so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to
him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place
where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to
this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the
salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".So saying, he sprang to his feet and
catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his
comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left that
which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth of
the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which
had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all the
suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they
answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered
after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or
commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of
favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".? ? ? ? ? His love on him
took pity and wept for his dismay: Of those that him did visit she was, as sick he lay..On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall
of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a
youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in
quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So
on the fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him."
Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a
dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige
would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..41.
Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.End of vol. II..27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii. 53..Thief, A Merry Jest
of a, ii. 186..136. The History ot Gherib and his Brother Agib dcxxiv.When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it
was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the
viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should
presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the
praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he
reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house,
and every day thou hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? n.
The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two dinars every day; and when
his affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go, he should not discover his
fashion to the Sultan, for that it was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him and take his money and
cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy plight, on condition that thou be
reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou choosest that I will keep
thy secret and will not speak one syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth with my brother
and cause thee travel with him on the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall
sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite
thee with good!'.?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..When he heard her words, the dregs of the
drunkenness wrought in him and he imagined that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to his sleeve, found therein a
scroll and gave it to one who read it to him. When he heard that which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false supposition;
but he said in himself, 'Maybe my wife seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they know me not, then am I for
sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he betook himself to the fullers and when they espied him afar off, they thought that he was one of the Turks, who
used to wash their clothes with them without payment and give them nothing..[When the king heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been
asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his
retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas
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a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi
scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of Damietta make..When the evening evened, the king
sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell
the story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company
of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite
together and counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while
[and tended him] till he recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the
hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she
returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good!
Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my loved ones' loss I rent my heart for
dole,.Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the
which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of them to the king,
who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and
launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried him to his house, after they had laid hands upon the youth
and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for
myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by
slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled
and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten thee should
be thy son.'.The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the
[God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii.
88..Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the
goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But
Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with thee at other than this time!" "Why
so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary
and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed
at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.? ? ? ? ?
Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill
of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".Therewithal the young man was moved to
delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank
and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the
subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.As they were thus engaged, behold,
up came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their number forewent them, with a great banner in his hand, and
played all manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God from yonder
Satans!" And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his highness the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said,
"God's blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and we beseech God to cause the glory of our
lord the Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and allotted us a part in his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi
heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded and his face flushed with anger and he said to his son-in-law, "What words are these?"
Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I am of this tribe? Indeed this man is the son of my mother's brother and that other the son
of my father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the
loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..I'm the crown of every sweet and
fragrant weed, ii. 255..She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his
trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the
sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout
the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned
for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..The eunuch thanked him and blessed him and mounting, returned upon his way, following the trace,
whilst the cavalier rode with him to a certain road, when he said to him, 'This is where we left him.' Then he took leave of him and returned to his
own city, whilst the eunuch fared on along the road, enquiring of the youth in every village he entered by the description which the cavalier had
given him, and he ceased not to do thus till he came to the village where the young Melik Shah was. So he entered and lighting down therein, made
enquiry after the prince, but none gave him news of him; whereat he abode perplexed concerning his affair and addressed himself to depart.
Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out homeward]; but, as he passed through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope and a youth
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asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his hand; so he looked at him and passed on and took no heed of him in his heart; but presently he
stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom I am in quest be come to the like [of the condition] of yonder sleeping youth, by whom I passed but
now, how shall I know him? Alas, the length of my travail and weariness! How shall I go about in quest of a wight whom I know not and whom, if
I saw him face to face, I should not know?'."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered
Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ? For death
in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I
have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy
hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his
profession of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they
confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the
Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went
down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk
marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the
Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..When the king heard this, he could not contain
himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would
have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated
themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him
to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon
his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam,
so he might look into his affair..The Twenty-First Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of
its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..Were not the darkness still in gender masculine, iii. 193..88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief
cccxcviii.Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth
content, iii. 116..Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..Relief, Story of the
Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he
said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the
folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial
service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but
with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to
such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture,
purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the
encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..Still do I yearn, whilst
passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.When Jaafer saw him, his reason was like to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had
been deceived by the likeness of the name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how the case stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face.
So he put on a cheerful favour and said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and
he put it on and sat discoursing cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a
pint and he said, "Be ye indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his
constraint ceased from him and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?"
Quoth the other, "I come (may God amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof I would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a
debt to the amount of a thousand thousand dirhems, (151) which I would have discharged; secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a
province, whereby his rank may be raised; and thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and
he is a match for her." And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy
house; as for the government, I make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the
Commander of the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of God the Most High.".Death, The Man whose Caution
was the Cause of his, i. 291..The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings
of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a
man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king
committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..When
the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I
had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us again, in
despite of our foes!.? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and camphor
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white,.When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not what he should
do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in
thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls
of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her.
However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O my
neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not,
they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the
Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me
from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon
of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my
neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me this.".159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife
dcccxciv.?Story of King Bekhtzeman..Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the, i. 70.Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy
fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes
of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned
those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in
to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the
Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And
where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and
he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit
her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.? ? ? ? ? The best of all religions
your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.When her husband heard this,
he said to her, 'What is thy name and what are the names of thy father and mother?' She told him their names and her own, whereby he knew that it
was she whose belly he had slit and said to her, 'And where are thy father and mother?' 'They are both dead,' answered she, and he said, 'I am that
journeyman who slit thy belly.' Quoth she, 'Why didst thou that?' And he replied, 'Because of a saying I heard from the wise woman.' 'What was it?'
asked his wife, and he said, 'She avouched that thou wouldst play the harlot with a hundied men and that I should after take thee to wife.' Quoth
she, 'Ay, I have whored it with a hundred men, no more and no less, and behold, thou hast married me.' 'Moreover,' continued her husband, 'the
wise woman foresaid, also, that thou shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of the bite of a spider. Indeed, her saying hath been verified of the harlotry
and the marriage, and I fear lest her word come true no less in the matter of thy death.'.On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the
money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat
and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him
wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell
a-singing and chanted the following verses:.Then he went away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and
betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she,
'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to
the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode
between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and
returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her
husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night in his lodging..It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without the city and
drank and the wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch myself over
the king this night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and
drawing his sword, stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn sword
in his hand, and he was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in the
like of this place?' Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.Now the king of the city was dead
and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings differed and their counsels, so that
turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to
the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest the commandment with him. So they
made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there man or woman left in
the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and
he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him
who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his head, took him up and set him on his
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back..Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..84. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.When it was the time of the
evening meal, the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the vizier said,
"They avouch, O king, that.EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and
delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and
apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who
hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And
what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper
and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..The vizier's story
pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and
he went away to his house and abode there the next day..Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..When the king heard his speech, he turned to him
and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the [other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's
interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to
him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it
is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will
pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he will.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered
me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..133. The City of Brass dlxvi.Sitt el Milah
filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to the old man, but he
would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of the Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it from
her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she
said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him, by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So
he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good." Quoth
she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to
the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and the world to come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O
princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took from her another and another, till he became drunken and his talk
waxed great and his prate..Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he
answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man
said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose
and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth
wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the
woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".When they knew that there
was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon
the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would
have need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of
corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of
fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales;
for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be
He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all
creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the
month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a
scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him
against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he
suffered and he banished him and put him away..So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but
keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to
her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and promised to uphold all that she
should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she
made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of camels.
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