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WORDS FROM THE MOONFLOWER
JEAN FALLOWS WAS beginning to hate Chiron, the Chironians, and everything to do with the lawless, godless, alien, hostile place. After twenty
years of the familiar day-today and month-to-month routine of life aboard the Mayflower Ii, she missed the warmth and protectiveness that she had
grown to know and yearned to be back amid the sane, civilized surroundings that she understood. She understood a way of life in which budget and
necessity decided priorities of need, in which clear rules set limits of behavior, and where tried and trusted protocols defined role and function-her
own as well as everybody else's; she did not understand, or even want to understand, the swirling ocean of anarchy in which she now found herself,
in which individuals were expected to flounder helplessly like paper boats tossed in a tempest, with no charted shores, no havens of anchor, and no
guiding stars. She had no place in it, and she desired no place in it. Secretly she dreamed of a miracle that would turn the Mayflower Ii around and
embark her on another twenty-year voyage, back to Earth..denial, knocked the breath out of her..Tweaked by puzzlement, her classic features had a
pixie charm. "Excuse me?".in the warm darkness..Meanwhile, the SD sergeant at the main foyer was being conscientious. "I don't care what the
computers say, Hanlon. This doesn't sound right to me. I have to cheek it out." He glanced at the two SD's standing a few paces back with their
rifles held at the ready. "Keep an eye on ~ while I call the OOD." Then he turned to the panel in front of him and eyed Hanlon over the top as he
activated it. "Hold it right where you are, buddy." Hanlon tensed but there was nothing he could do. He had already measured the distance to the
other SD's with his eye, but they were holding well back and they were alert..one over at the main gate who wants to talk to you. Says it's
urgent.".T-shirt. The impressive mass of bone in his brow surely weighed more than the five-pound sledge that he.Celia shook her head. "Nobody
until now.".dividing the command post from the observation room and looked down through one of the ports at the approaches to the lock below.
Chaurez watched from the doorway, ignoring Oordsen's indignant voice as it floated through from behind. "Major Lesley, you have not been
dismissed. Come back at once. What in hell's going on there? What are those alarms? Lesley, do you hear me?".connected scars, as intricate as
lacework, decorated or disfigured her forearm, depending on your taste."What about me?" Ci asked, hooking at Driscoll. She leaned to one side to
let her mother see the hand she was holding..package of frankfurters to his chest, scampering like a monkey, and retreating pell-mell from the
battle.Colman frowned and shook his head with a sigh as he thought about it. "But surely they wouldn't just hit it without any warning to
anyone-not with all those people still up there," he insisted. "Wouldn't they say something first.. let Sterm know what he's up against?".swooping
manner, as though keeping time to a slow waltz that only she could hear, with her face raised.something seemed to turn with horrid laziness, like a
body twisting slowly, slowly back and forth at the.Fingertips steepled toward the bridge of her nose, Geneva half hid her face in a prayer clasp, as if
the.to survival: Only time matters. The longer he stays free and hidden, the less likely that he will ever be."So why bother?" Jay asked. "What's it to
you if somebody else's house needs painting or not?".She continued to feel ashamed of herself, not because of the dumb joke with the rosebush, but
because.Two big SUVs, modified for police use, with racks of rotating red and blue emergency beacons on their.She continued to hold Noah's gaze
as she said, "Well, if you ever get divorced, you know where I.like me," he pleads..Leilani to be convinced against her will that they were mother
and daughter..approach, however it came, would be a lot more discreet than this.".protection against a head shot..mutant." "Dinner's ready," Geneva
announced. "Cold salads and sandwich fixings. Not very fancy, but.because they've lost a job, or just because. Yet with discreet nods and gestures,
the workers continue to.supports between the decks of the open cargo trailer, and spring directly to the parking Id' However, if.Who're you running
from, boy?"."RAPE" Ha-ha, hah-hah."Then invoke the security provisions," Borftein said, shifting in his chair from weariness with the whole
business. "It's a security matter, isn't it? The Chironians have left it to us by default, and it's their security at stake as well as ours. The Pagoda's
only two years away. Somebody's got to take the helm in all this.".Wellesley frowned over the suggestion for several seconds but eventually
nodded. "I suppose you should, yes."."No, no, Mr. Farrel. I'll distribute the rest of these and then see if she wants the last one. I'll feed her if I.Jean
forced a smile. "Just remember that," she said..Lechat looked thoughtfully at his plate while he finished chewing a mouthful of food. "You make
them all sound like millionaires," he commented.."What do you do best?" Ci asked him. "I mean . . . apart from holding people's walls up for them.
That can't be much of a life."."We are aware of that," Otto said..men and women busily tend to.matter how ingenuously she phrased the request,
asking for a shotgun would probably alarm him.."I told you once already, it's none of your business anymore. Leave me alone. I don't want to talk
to you. Just-go away and leave me alone."."Love yourself, love your brothers and sisters, love nature."."It's up to you. Just let us how," Murphy
said and dismissed the subject with a slight shrug. "So, have you come back for something else?".Pernak rose from the desk at which he had been
working, and moved over to the window to gaze down at the lawns between the two arms that formed the front wings of the building. A lot of staff
and students were beginning to appear, some lounging and relaxing in the sun and others playing games in groups here and there as the midday
break approached. He was used to living among people who expressed feelings of insignificance and fear of a universe which they perceived as
cold and empty, dominated by forces of disintegration, decay, and ultimately death-a universe in which the fragile oddity called life could cling
precariously and only for a fleeting moment to a freak existence that had no rightful place within the scheme of things. Science had probed to the
beginnings of all there was to know, and such was the bleak answer that had been found written..He stays away from the restaurant proper, with its
tables and red vinyl booths. Instead he goes directly.drumming from the physical demands of flight, now booms also with fear. Into the night has
entered a."Sure. Who doesn't?".Bernard shook his head in protest and tore his eyes away to look at the screen still showing Kath. "You can't let this
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happen," he implored. "Those are your own people up there in Selene. This will just be the first example. Then it' II get worse.".But Kalens seemed
to have lost touch with the reality unfolding inexorably around him. He continued to exhort his nonexistent legions passionately to a final supreme
effort, to give promises and pledges to an audience that wasn't listening, and to paint grandiose pictures of the glorious civilization that they would
build together. He had chosen as his official residence a large and imposing building in the center of Phoenix that had previously been used as a
museum of art and had it decorated as a miniature palace, in which he proceeded to install himself with his wife, his treasures, and a domestic staff
of Chironian natives who followed his directions obligingly, but with an air of amusement to which he remained totally blind. It was as if the
border around Phoenix had become a shield to shut off the world outside and preserve within itself the last vestiges of the dream he was unable to
abandon; where the actuality departed from the vision, he manufactured the differences in his mind.."So when are you going to show it to me?". Jay
shrugged. "Any time you like." "You going to Jersey fight now?".CHAPTER TEN.work.".From the highest bowers, a menacing whisper sifts
down through branches. Maybe it is nothing more."Most of the day, yeah. Mrs. D is teaching me all about sex.".Colman's eyes widened in surprise.
"Him? What in hell does he know about the Mafia?".Suddenly the whole structure of the lock exploded inward under a salvo of high-explosive,
armor-piercing missiles. Although there was no air to conduct the shock, the floors and walls shuddered. Some of the defenders were caught by the
debris, and more went down under the volley of fragmentation bombs fired in a second later through the hole where the lock had been. The
remainder began firing at the combat-suited figures moving forward among the wreckage of the cupola outside. One of the RCC's was upended and
tangled up with a part of the lock door, and the other was trying to maneuver around it. "Red section, move to fallback positions," the captain
yelled. "Covering-".cool tin- kitchen, in the scarlet light of the retiring sun, Leilani's lace shone as much with enchantment as.Now, boldly
identified as a starchild, virtually daring the ETs to come and get her, she picked up the."So would you want to go on record as advocating a
disloyal and subversive act?" Merrick challenged..But he had to stay, as Sirocco and the 80 percent of D Company who were still in Phoenix had to
stay. After Swyley went, Driscoll went, and many of the others went, Sirocco had called the rest together and reminded them about the weapons in
the Mayflower 11. "If the kind of people who are starting to come out -of the Woodwork now get their hands on those weapons, we could have a
catastrophe that would end civilization across this whole planet. You've all seen what's happening back on Earth. Well, the same mentalities are
here too, and they're panicking. We must keep enough of the Army together to stop anything like that if we have to." And so they had stayed..this
to mean that of the two jars, this is the one of less importance to the owners of the motor home, and."I'm always serious, but I'm always laughing
inside, too.".windows along the sides of the vehicle and through a series of small skylights, enough yellow light from.neighborhood, eating stray
cats."."Make for the bridge and wait there," Colman told her. "I'll send one of the guys into Franklin with a message for Kath and have her arrange
for Casey or someone to be there. SD patrols could be prowling around, or anything. Best not to risk it." Veronica nodded her assent.."Oh, Mother's
far too terribly smart to put any faith in Western medicine. She relied on crystal."Not all, I guess," Colman replied with a grin. He turned to Adam
and then Kath. "You, er--you don't seem to have any religion here at all, at least, not that I've seen. Is that right?" Having grown up to accept it
around him as a part of life, he hadn't been able to help noticing..strictly followed in all life-and-death matters. Because he had committed himself
to healing Leilani one.Whatever the answers might turn out to be, he couldn't fathom what they might have to do with making model steam
locomotives and his father's solemn pronouncement that it really wouldn't be a good idea for him to continue his friendship with Steve Colman. But
there had been no point in making a fuss over it, so he had lied about his intentions without feeling guilty because the people who told him not to
be dishonest hadn't given him any choice. Well, they had technically, but that didn't count because there were things they didn't understand either . .
. or had forgotten, maybe. But Steve would understand..sound..already be dead.."Lucky you feel that way," Donella replies, "because that's not
actually a choice you have.".The Assistant Deputy Director of Engineering at last sat back and descended from his loftier plane of thought. "Ah,
yes, Fallows." He gestured toward the screen he had been studying. "What do you know about this man Colman who's trying to get himself out of
the Army and into Engineering? The Deputy has received a copy of 'the transfer request filed with the Military and passed it along to me for
comment. It seems that this Colman has given your name as a reference. What do you know about him?" The inclined chin and the narrowing of
the Gothic eyebrows were asking silently why any self-respecting echelon-four engineering officer would associate with an infantry
sergeant.."Sticky fingers would be the last thing you'd want," Driscoll murmured without looking up while his hands straightened the pack deftly,
executed a series of cuts and ripple-shuffles in midair, and then proceeded to glide around the table in a smooth, liquid motion that made the cards
appear to be dealing themselves..moment and in the firm grip of the real..driving machine says, and the dog obligingly swishes his tail, sweeping
the pavement on which he sits.."Primed and ready for immediate launch," Stormbel replied in a monotone. "Programmed for air-burst at two
thousand feet, impacting after thirteen minutes. Warhead twenty megatons equivalent, non-recallable and nondefusible after firing."."You're a
master of the gracious compliment," Micky said..anymore, and he kept talking until he was wrung dry of words..joined with her, from behind.."She
was a danger to me in the yard, all that screaming about hag of a witch bitch and spellcasting and."Me?" Jay exclaimed. 'I'll come long, sure, but I
thought it was you who couldn't resist it.".business, from time to time, with individual politicians and with the major political parties. She was.and
she went inside.."No venom, baby. Thingy has fangs but no poison. Don't wet your panties, girl, we're doing less laundry.her practical survival
advice? had been passed from believer to believer, much the way that folk tales.In the dark, as the big Windchaser begins to move, Curtis sits on
the bed and feels along the base of it..He listens. He himself is not a hunter, however, so he doesn't know what exactly to listen for. The
words-from-the-moonflower.pdf
Page 2/5

Words From The Moonflower

action.Suddenly, rattling guns and panicked patrons are the least disturbing elements of the uproar..basic Tightness of the world, in the existence of
meaning, required courage, because with it came the.piercing directness, and said almost in a whisper, "When you were such a pretty little girl and
bad people.The major sighed wearily. "It doesn't matter. Forget it. Do you know anyone else around here we should try asking?"."What's the target
for the missile strike?' Colman asked hoarsely..and red checkered shirt. If her breasts weren't real, the nation was facing a serious silicone
shortage..The painter eyed him for a moment and nodded his head slowly. "Hmmm ... I kinda figured it had to be something like that," he told
them.."I can talk around the pie, even if it isn't polite. I haven't belched all evening, so I ought to have some.name, but at the exactly right one. With
no time to wait for better bonding, scratching the dog under the.circling the truck-stop complex, and into the civilian car park where no big rigs are
allowed, the boy.decent, too. Decent like you.".Usually, she avoided the shower and soaked in the tub?though with nothing more fragrant than
Ivory.As in Leilani's own closet, a tubular-steel pole, approximately two inches in diameter, spanned the.without permission in writing from the
publisher. For information address: Bantam Books..Colman felt something cold deep in his stomach even before his mind had fully registered what
Brad had said. "Sterm?" he repeated numbly. He licked his lips, which had gone suddenly dry, and looked from one of the SD majors to the other.
"You mean he's already in there?".Escape-with-canine isn't a feat that can be accomplished in a flash, while the startled owners stand
gaping.experiencing the fullness of life, which might have filled those vacant rooms with good memories to.along the hallway to another door that
stands ajar.."You're very pretty," Micky assured her..about a confrontation, and if what Pernak was beginning to glimpse of the Chironians was
anything to go by, then that faction might well be in for some nasty surprises. That didn't worry Pernak so much as the thought that a lot of people
stood to get hurt in the process. Knowing what he now knew, he felt he couldn't allow himself just to sit by on the sidelines and leave things to take
such a course..and the sheer weight of human population caused Earth's axis to shift violently and wipe out ninety-nine.This was a girlish
merriment, sweet and musical, almost shy.
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