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70. Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.When the folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk,
let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth on the like of us, he is a
singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this
fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from the Persian, the
master of the house, and seated him amongst them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its
calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and
thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on fire?.The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her
with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the following verses:.Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do
overcloud! iii. 191..When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he
could not restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the
door. However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or
an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his
soul was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed
his face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..66. The
Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.Damascus is
all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.He
found it every way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof
after the measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers
also seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them,
sat and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the
pipes cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast
dilated. So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one
and kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..When she had made an end of her
song and laid down the lute, Ishac looked fixedly on her, then took her hand and offered to kiss it; but she snatched it from him and said to him,
'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By Allah, I had said that there was not in the world the like of me; but now I have found my
dinar (180) in the craft but a danic, (181) "for thou art, beyond comparison or approximation or reckoning, more excellent of skill than I! This very
day will I carry thee up to the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his glance lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of
womankind. So, Allah, Allah upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou becomest of the household of the Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget
me!' And she replied, saying, 'Allah, O my lord, thou art the source of my fortunes and in thee is my heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made
a covenant with her of this and she swore to him that she would not forget him..Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..? ? ? ?
? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of the kings, who was mighty of estate,
endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless. Towards the end of his life, his Lord
vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit, a
lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the
picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in
a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came in to him and finding him wasted of
body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and sent for the sages and physicians, that
they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me
largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his malady was caused by the
picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another palace and made his former
lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none could give him tidings
thereof..One day my master said to me, 'Knowest thou not some art or handicraft?' And I answered, saying, 'O my lord, I am a merchant and know
nought but traffic.' Quoth he, 'Knowest thou how to shoot with a bow and arrows?' And I replied, 'Yes, I know that.' So he brought me a bow and
arrows and mounting me behind him on an elephant, set out with me, at the last of the night, and fared on till we came to a forest of great trees;
whereupon he made me climb a high and stout tree and giving me the bow and arrows, said to me, 'Sit here, and when the elephants come hither by
day, shoot at them, so haply thou shalt hit one of them; and if any of them fall, come at nightfall and tell me.' Then he went away and left me
trembling and fearful. I abode hidden in the tree till the sun rose, when the elephants came out and fared hither and thither among the trees, and I
gave not over shooting at them with arrows, till I brought down one of them. So, at eventide, I went and told my master, who rejoiced in me and
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rewarded me; then he came and carried away the dead elephant..Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion
of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to
Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife;
for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him
and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him
letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet
him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the
other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..95.
Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story
xxvii.103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia dccxciv.Would we may live together, and when we come to die, i. 47..?THE
ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.When
Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this
youth that is with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy
father and thou shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I
was little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the
nurse and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first
and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he
uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.?
? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.?THE
FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Then he wept again and El Abbas said to him, "Fear not for me, for thou knowest my prowess and my
puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of the land and my good breeding (63) and skill in rhetoric; and indeed he whose father thou art
and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united praiseworthy qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed the East and the West,
thou needest not fear for him, more by token that I purpose but to seek diversion (64) and return to thee, if it be the will of God the Most High."
Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and [what] of good?" "O father mine," replied El Abbas, "I have no need of horses or
camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will have none go forth with me save my servant Aamir and no more.".?A MERRY JEST OF A
THIEF..At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she
took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to
Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.'
'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death
to stay? i. 204..The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his
Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately
come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth,
sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he
presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid,
"Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the
city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay
pleasanter than clear cold water and more sweet..When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him
the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king, that.24. The Ten Viziers; or the History of King Azad- bekht and his Son ccccxxxv.98.
Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art
my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint
him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and
knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever
pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid],
the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the
King's Son and the Ogress xv.? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.The Ninth Night of the Month..Then she gave out among the folk
that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his
honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted
him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented
themselves before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had
foregone him of the kings..The Second Night of the Month.Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart
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forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust
upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A
madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the
boys and drove there away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the
chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to
speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his speech..His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he
drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.When they were grown familiar with him, the
queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she was assured of their trustworthiness,
she discovered to them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might continue the kingship in his family and
that the governance should not go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her
father's brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the
last of them [and assured herself of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of
marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried
in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the realm..?Story of King Bihkerd..Then she
turned to the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9)
and they all departed from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and
gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled
them to invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became
king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was
with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the
journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".Then came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my
friends told me. (Quoth he).When the troops entered Baghdad, each of them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart in a place
near the Tigris and commanded to slaughter for the troops, each day, that which should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and
spread the tables. So the folk ceased not to come to him and eat of his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with presents
and rarities and he requited them many times the like of their gifts, so that the lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited
abroad among the folk of the deserts and the cities..? ? ? ? ? Would we may live together and when we come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring
me within her tomb to lie!.A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the
people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with
the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So
they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me:
for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have
compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his cheek hath written, "Blest be Allah, He who created this
enchanting wight!".? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure,
with passion is forspent..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.Then she walked in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of
building and wide of continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a goodlier than it [So she entered] and found herself in a long corridor, which led to
a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been spoken, and the cisterns thereof were full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled
be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than a mighty king.' Then she put off her clothes and washed her body and made her
ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed that which was due from her of prayer from the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the
sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the wonders thereof, with that which was therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the
voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of the surpassing goodliness of its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating
the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come of him after her. Her tears ran down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept
and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek, whereupon she awoke in affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her
her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath set.'.So, of the heaviness of his wit, he believed her and turning back, went in to the trooper; but
she had foregone him, and when he saw her beside her lover, he fell to looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted her and she returned him the
salutation; and when she spoke, he was bewildered. So the trooper said to him, 'What ails thee to be thus?' And he answered, 'This woman is my
wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he rose in haste and returning to his own house, saw his wife, who had foregone him by the secret passage.
So he went back to the trooper's house and saw her sitting as before; whereupon he was abashed before her and sitting down in the trooper's
sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and became drunken and abode without sense all that day till nightfall, when the trooper arose and shaving
off some of the fuller's hair (which was long and flowing) after the fashion of the Turks, clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush on his head..?
? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after
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which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a
year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his
deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor,"
added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".The
old man laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece
of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and he rejoined,
"What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he,
"Where is this thing found and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself
to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a
lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going
into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining
the other's house, so he might hear the singing..King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..Then she arose and returned to her chamber..At
daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to
me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I
returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might
overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were
eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of
the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found with yonder
damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good, O my friend!'
For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to God!.? ?
? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I prithee come to me and hasten to my side..? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them
hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to
exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she
gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she
'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli."O father mine," answered the
prince, "I have heard tell that in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and her father is called King Ins ben Cais, lord of
Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have sought her in marriage of the kings; but
her soul consented not unto any one of them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth unto her, and I beseech thee suffer
me to go to her." "O my son," answered his father, "thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of children and thou art the solace of mine
eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set thee on the throne of the kingship and
marry thee to one of the daughters of the kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his father's word and dared not gainsay him; so
he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire raged in his entrails..When it was the Nine hundred and thirtieth Night, Shehrzad said, "O king, there is
present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft and wherein is a warning to whoso will be warned and an admonishment to whoso
will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but I fear lest the hearing of this lessen me with the king and lower my rank in his esteem; yet I
hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are indeed corruptresses; their craft and their cunning may not be set out nor their wiles
known. Men enjoy their company and are not careful to uphold them [in the right way], neither do they watch over them with all vigilance, but
enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no heed to that which is other than this. Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib,
which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to redress, thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the
man of understanding to be silent concerning them.".Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for
Almsgiving dcxli.On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the
money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the
damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down
and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.Now the merchant and his
wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other] son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father
assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set out and entered the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the
latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons
and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred between them and the king said to the young merchant,
'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile,
quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent to his father and mother and bade them remove thither
to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son increased still in honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his
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brother..So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,'
answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so
he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a
serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and
love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again
betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him
what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..When he was gone, the old
man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him, and he
tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's case
and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook together,
he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..? ? ?
? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.Then she took the lute and smote thereon,
after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded
for joy; after which she improvised and sang the following verses:.?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..The young man
marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his
family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the
story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more
magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".When Selim found himself in that sorry plight
and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to
shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.Then he lighted him three candles and three
lamps and spreading the drinking-cloth, brought clarified wine, limpid, old and fragrant, the scent whereof was as that of virgin musk. He filled the
first cup and saying, "O my boon-companion, by thy leave, be ceremony laid aside between us! I am thy slave; may I not be afflicted with thy
loss!" drank it off and filled a second cup, which he handed to the Khalif, with a reverence. His fashion pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his
speech and he said in himself, "By Allah, I will assuredly requite him for this!" Then Aboulhusn filled the cup again and handed it to the Khalif,
reciting the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray, iii. 31..Officer's Story, The
Thirteenth, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we Confess thy magnanimity;.7. Story of the Hunchback ci.? ? ? ? ? But, when from
home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches
seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war,
came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together the
spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that
which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst
them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six
days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's
coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..? ? ? ? ? Peace
upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the severance from thee! Be not this thy troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.Barmecides, Er Reshid and
the, i. 189..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his
understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress
of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and
vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the
interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of
Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..The billows of thy love
o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.Then he gave me the present and letter and
money for my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other
merchants and we sailed days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and
went up to the city, where I carried the letter and present to the king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him.
When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which
we behold thee once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an
exceeding joy; after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and
thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present
and the letter and he read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour ccv.? ? ? ?
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? All hearkening to my word, obeying my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my sight..Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii.
145..Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying
the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor
deny.Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police,
and he said to them, "Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with
this fellow?" The thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him;
so we took him." And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than
this." So they released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou
taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have
to tell'.169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to
El Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave
of him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and
when he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed
it, and he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport;
whereupon "We are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.One night, when
the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from
a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which
covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister,
with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine
eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I
espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly,
aforetime, that we should live and meet?.? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all
forspent and dead!.Here Queen Es Shuhba bade them farewell and taking her troops, returned to her palace, whilst the kings also went away to their
abodes and the Sheikh Aboultawaif addressed himself to divert Tuhfeh till nightfall, when he mounted her on the back of one of the Afrits and bade
other thirty gather together all that she had gotten of treasure and raiment and jewels and dresses of honour. [Then they flew off,] whilst Iblis went
with her, and in less than the twinkling of an eye he set her down in her sleeping-chamber. Then he and those who were with him took leave of her
and went away. When Tuhfeh found herself in her own chamber and on her couch, her reason fled for joy and it seemed to her as if she had never
stirred thence. Then she took the lute and tuned it and touched it on wondrous wise and improvised verses and sang..? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy
ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the
young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul
favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my
exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to
me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and
reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a
riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and
the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and
became his guest..As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry
him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong
and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and
made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the
robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint
of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the
moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with
these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father
King Azadbekht.There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but
she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need,
and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in
word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in
the condition aforesaid]..1. The Merchant and the Genie i.? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and
leal..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt find But
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chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings and trappings of
gold set with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt and silks of
Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and flax mingled
and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a lion and before
him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the contents of the
letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath vouchsafed the rank of
the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein and have sent thee the
book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its excellence will be
established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other kingly presents; (219)
so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from
me, still my heart and thought with you remain..Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61.
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