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THE MYSTERIOUS CABOOSE
? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered forth and grew,.When his father saw the strength of his
determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him
two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take leave of him, and
returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his
loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his travelling
clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied
forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape and
belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on him
would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the following verses:.So the youth returned to
his house, and indeed the world was grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the
bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and
he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline
(226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else
and became once more in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and he entertained them some days..? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my
way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might,
Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked
long upon him and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger;
so he gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew
[on the walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward
the chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then,
when he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and doors of the bath
and the adornment and ordinance thereof..Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So
they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but,
when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like
whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he
repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode
that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking
himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to
the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin
written on his face..12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous
punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I
am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he
rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed
their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in
the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought
good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added
the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and
rarities.".Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The, iii. 171..As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off
to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he
would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as
thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel,
one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace]
and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take
up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she
see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on
any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to
death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return
upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they
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bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and
embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits
betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..I
did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath
befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each
month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of
myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with
the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I
was aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of
him till he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I
came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then,
is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none
dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell
to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.? ? ? ? ?
Tirewomen to the bride, who whiskers, ay, and beard Upon her face produce, they never would assign. (194).Then the king acquainted the people
[of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they all marvelled at his wisdom
and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou
didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they rejoiced in each other and lived all
their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of looking to the issues of affairs?
Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade
and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who
rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her,
for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me
His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.Then, when he rode to his house that he
had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses
and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten
black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as
many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal
to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his
station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el
Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win
thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young
Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three
days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my
lodging and make excuse to him for me.".In this island is a river of very sweet water, issuing from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide
cavern in the skirt of an inaccessible mountain, and the stones of the island are all limpid sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also is a
spring of liquid, welling up like [molten] pitch, and when it cometh to the shore of the island, the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and it
becometh changed from its condition and that which it was aforetime; and it is crude ambergris. Moreover, the trees of the island are all of the most
precious aloes-wood, both Chinese and Comorin; but there is no way of issue from the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the steepness of
its shore forbiddeth the drawing up of ships, and if any approach the mountain, they fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in
that island..There was once a man of the Arabs who had a number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a
more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his
uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for
kinship's sake..? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dcxv.The Breslau Edition, which was printed from a Manuscript of the Book of the Thousand
Nights and One Night alleged to have been furnished to the Editor by a learned Arab of Tunis, whom he styles "Herr M. Annaggar" (Qu?re En
Nejjar, the Carpenter), the lacunes found in which were supplemented from various other MS. sources indicated by Silvestre de Sacy and other
eminent Orientalists, is edited with a perfection of badness to which only German scholars (at once the best and worst editors in the world) can
attain. The original Editor, Dr. Maximilian Habicht, was during the period (1825- 1839) of publication of the first eight Volumes, engaged in
continual and somewhat acrimonious (223) controversy concerning the details of his editorship with Prof. H. L. Fleischer, who, after his death,
undertook the completion of his task and approved himself a worthy successor of his whilom adversary, his laches and shortcomings in the matter
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of revision and collation of the text being at least equal in extent and gravity to those of his predecessor, whilst he omitted the one valuable feature
of the latter's work, namely, the glossary of Arabic words, not occurring in the dictionaries, appended to the earlier volumes..Then she walked in
the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a goodlier than it [So she entered]
and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been spoken, and the cisterns thereof were full of
rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than a mighty king.' Then she put
off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed that which was due from her of prayer from
the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the wonders thereof, with that which was
therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of the surpassing goodliness of its
ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come of him after her. Her tears ran
down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek, whereupon she awoke in
affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath set.'.? ? ? ? ? How many a
lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the
Boulac Police dcv.63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on
thy face can never sate their drought..Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a
house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place; but I will
contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and I followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an
empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after
which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is
another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and
the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers
of water on a tray and a leather rug..My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..69. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.So he
said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but]
half a score dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and
broke it. Then she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and
majesty,) and she entered after him and locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and
gladness; and the young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on
the goodliest wise for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..When the night darkened
on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and
abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead
without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore
concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his
friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor
drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper,
"Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that
he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck
not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning
her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill
chances lies in wait!.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE UNFINISHED CALCUTTA
(1814-18) EDITION (FIRST TWO HUNDRED NIGHTS ONLY) OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS
AND ONE NIGHT..146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him
in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.When Jemreh heard her words, she knew that, if she let her not down, she would
assuredly destroy herself. So she said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, between thee and them are a thousand fathoms; but I will bring them up to thee.' 'Nay,'
answered Tuhfeh, 'needs must I go down to them and take my pleasance in the island and look upon the sea anear; then will we return, thou and I;
for that, if thou bring them up to us, they will be affrighted and there will betide them neither easance nor gladness. As for me, I do but wish to be
with them, that they may cheer me with their company neither give over their merrymaking, so haply I may make merry with them, and indeed I
swear that needs must I go down to them; else will I cast myself upon them.' And she cajoled Jemreh and kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and I
will set thee down beside them.'.My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii.
210..The First Night of the Month.When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the
king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his
wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present
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about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep
guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them,
according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the
Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him
who had reunited him with his family..?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes
and the Wolf dcxxx.Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she
was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof
and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I
did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all away..? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose
hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..I went forth one day, purposing to
make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I said to him, "I
have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath
there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the river-side; but he
overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him, "Protect me from
this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth of the river and
snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the perfection of
God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot
and the Sharper dccccv.Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well My words, so thou mayst
guided be aright by their intent..To return to his wife and her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her
with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they
happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept
and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the
Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade,
and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have
wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my
house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in
summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he
had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to
him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is
allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..He abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children till the morning, when he went forth
wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do, and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing whither he went
and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till his travel brought him to the
top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he
came down thence and fared on along the high road three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled fields and villages and gave not over
going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter;
so he abode his night anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a
soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.? ? ? ? ? Whose streams beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And
birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in
their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch
who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave
for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him.
Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case;
whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a
place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should
do..When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath
caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The
king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him
in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of
origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of
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patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding
good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what
is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.? ? ? ? ? p. The Man who saw
the Night of Power dccccxciii.One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the
house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me,
"Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door of the house and stood there till a
slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way into the
house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When
her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit
and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age,
here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband,
who hath been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the
city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she
groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them
before her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself,
but she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his
case.'.ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter in
his Name dlxvi.Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.Then they told
the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to
compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told
him that she was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!'
Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old
woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and
sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and
making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.When the king heard these tidings of
Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his
breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon
he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his
commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more
than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the
inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the
glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal
ccxci.On this wise she abode a great while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door
of her chamber and straining him to her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household
and seeing her embracing the youth, abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of
the king,' whereupon he turned back, trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is
the matter?' 'O king,' answered he, 'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that
yonder youth, who came with the eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door,
and she was standing, watching; [and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.? ? ? ? ? Then sent I
speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and
eke our trees, That barren were, grew loaded with ripened fruits galore..? ? ? ? ? Yet with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so
perfidious was) my love thou didst requite.117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed
him not and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from
thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in
yonder chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure,
concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the
treasure was and that he should take it up..?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii.
181..Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful with regard to El Abbas.
What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife,
saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou
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knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who have halted in the palace court,
are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is come with his army to seek
him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore
for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain
them..Singer and the Druggist, The, i. 229..Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find
nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot
went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house
and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his
lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst
the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt thou
that I do with them?" And she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and the
transgressor transgressed against, even as he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good shall be done unto him, even as he did unto us."
So she gave [her officers] commandment concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with a mace and slew him, and she said, "This is for
the slaughter of my father." Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and carry him] to the desert whither he had caused carry her [and leave him
there without victual or water]; and she said to him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and
thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered, even as I was delivered.".Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..So
saying, he fell upon her and beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating upon her,
till the folk heard her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the
Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!" When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his
madness. So they came in upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this
youth?" And they said, "This is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the
Faithful." And the superintendant answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the
Strange Doctor cccvi.Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon.
When Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's house and coming to
his brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood
by him and fell to looking upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he
bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.'
Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have
severed his windpipe..When the damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy
deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I
had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if
she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to
me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father
gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou
taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let
me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.The Khalif and the
Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand dinars, saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy
preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and
allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of
Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs..(continued)..There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so
eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a
town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort
with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might
spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion,
and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said,
"O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And
why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for
this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn
said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.He gave not over going and the journey
was pleasant to him, till they came to a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an
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arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with
"Hearkening and obedience"] and going down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the
water, after which they mounted again and fared on diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him,
"O my lord, I conjure thee by God the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made answer with the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.The Twenty-First Night of the Month..148. The Lovers of Medina
dcxcvi.She passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the
morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the
money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads
of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which
he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots
and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..Then he sprang up [and going] to
the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom
he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more.
So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends
with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor
ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.Then the
Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.158.
Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who
presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king,
that.There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for
beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and
there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with
moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..?STORY OF THE HAWK
AND THE LOCUST..? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.So
saying, he took leave of the woman and her husband and set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's son. Now there was between Baghdad and
Akil's abiding-place forty days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his courser and his servant Aamir mounted also and they fared
forth on their way. Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the following verses:.When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his
heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for
I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one
of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God
accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the
dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said
to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys
him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered,
saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to
pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a
numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son
and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the
child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying,
'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his
crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters
and presents with him..Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he
saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The
king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the
Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that
her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love
of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas;
so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were
privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters..Accordingly, he
made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way, invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat down and ate and drank and
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abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other, 'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou desirest to sell.' And he
answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell her!' Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and I will give
thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the contract of sale, and the
young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money, saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the rest of the price and
take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her master, on deposit..? ?
? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment.
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