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THE FACE AND THE MASK
85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.Then she was silent, and when the king
heard her speech and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding
revert [to the right way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more
than that which hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters
of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the
deliverance of His creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an
exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in
my fear.The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing
from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace
and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he
hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with
the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So
they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every
steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon
quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we
contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and
slay him and his people with the sword.'.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS
WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took
them, after he had beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast
quelled El Akil's repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of
Kundeh ben [Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath
gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet,
I will make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from
the tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..Then he
turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to
this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and
she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93) Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to
speak of them; but, as for that which I took of wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost
of munificence..On this wise they did three times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode
her, whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and
she said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and
Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all but imagination
and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of
the king and the tither.".34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Whenas we saw the cup,
forthright we signed to past it round And sun and moon unto our eyes shone sparkling from it straight..Man of Khorassan, his Son and his
Governor, Story of the, i. 218..When the appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged
in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables
were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round amongst them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink,
they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from concealment. The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch, by name
Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I will acquaint you with an
extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and
El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her
name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and
taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.End of vol. II..My secret
is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and
the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their
companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his
going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight
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of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom
endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on
you!].With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".47. The Man of
Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.So she gave him all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained
to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he
arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he
hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small
pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our
way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king
seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly,
by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the
mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? She came in
robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..7. Story of the Hunchback ci.As for Belehwan, when
he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon
the child and used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him.
When he came to five years of age, the king mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of
life, so he might take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi cccxcix.King of Ind and his
Vizier, The, ii. 105..? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..Nor," added the
vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than
this and more delightsome.".Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at
the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this.
Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to
further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who
took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go
in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and
walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to
drink of the water forbear.".When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But
the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine
eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to
perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou
slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel
to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself
with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before
her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and
leal..Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a trooper,
and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a long while and said, "That which
thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold and
the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have stripped
thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and thus I
saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the Most High made easy [to
me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look
into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape [us].".? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave
forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world should I forget the love of thee?.When this came to the king's knowledge, he
despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head
with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned
herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night
with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ? God knows
I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.It befell, one day of the days, that
King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but the wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The king won ashore on a
plank, unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and it chanced that he landed in the country whereof the father of the youth
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aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to the gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the
night] in a burying-place there..Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion
waxed upon her. After a long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails
rage amain?.? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all I'm held in amity..83. Adi ben Zeid and
the Princess Hind dclxviii.? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still rageth, concealed; A moon, in the hearts of the folk he
riseth, and not in the sky..? ? ? ? ? Then, after them came I to thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my
design;.?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again
dccccxci.Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother
clviii.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute
and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.? ? ? ? ? In my tears I have a witness; when I call thee to my mind,
Down my cheeks they run like torrents, and I cannot stay their flight..Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said,
'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from
me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and well-being and the king restored him to his place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he
assembled the folk who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of
myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's heart and his giving credence to others against
me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed
thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my
innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that I should endeavour for the
destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time is over and gone, and past is the season of evil and ceased, by the
king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and
I my pillow must forswear?.Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that I do with them?" And she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the
ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and the transgressor transgressed against, even as he transgressed against us; yea,
and the well-doer, good shall be done unto him, even as he did unto us." So she gave [her officers] commandment concerning Dadbin and they
smote him on the head with a mace and slew him, and she said, "This is for the slaughter of my father." Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and
carry him] to the desert whither he had caused carry her [and leave him there without victual or water]; and she said to him, "An thou be guilty,
thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered,
even as I was delivered.".? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was
curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast
about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was
exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman of
ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and she
said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".78. The Water-Carrier and
the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.28. Hatim Tai; his Generosity after Death dxxxi.? ? ? ? ? How many a bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How
many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.Accordingly, the servant carried this message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at
the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the
notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after
him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out
upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who should
say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and
we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this world. Amen.".So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone
far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder
house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So,
God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am
bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me]
till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther news]..Azadbekht and his Son,
History of King, i. 61.Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon.
When Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's house and coming to
his brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood
by him and fell to looking upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he
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bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.'
Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have
severed his windpipe..Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company of the birds, but saw nought resembling
the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and counselled the former to make
friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he recovered and
became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to him and he
needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she returned to him with a[nother] locust,
(53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest
and hast been subtle in the choice.".The old woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest
bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off
him and arising forthright, washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought
him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..Pease
on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89..109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.? ? ? ? ? The
bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.Then she changed
the measure and improvised the following:.? ? ? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted,
weeping-eyed..? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness
compare..? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..As I sat one day at the door of the
prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the physician, and with him is a company of the
notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away.
Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company
engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour
and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to
them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to me from among them two thousand
dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..? ? ? ? ? "How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a
lesson well might trace;.Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his wife stayed not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97)
whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves to him, he entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and
Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So he gave him a great army and wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested,
when he made ready with his host and setting out for his own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the
rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city and sat down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was
grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to the mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned and informed the king that
they had not found him..I did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be
affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I
am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when
I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my
mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I
might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a
poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me
with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me
whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service,
and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she
gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said,
"This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him
the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that
day..10. The Enchanted Horse ccxlir.? ? ? ? ? So make me in your morning a delight And set me in your houses, high and low;.? ? ? ? ? One of the
host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? Thou
whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story
xxviii.Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former
usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should
carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them,
"No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my
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brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.? ? ? ? ? The
huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".Presently, the chief workman
came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation
beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank
exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his
magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a
sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in
the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and
sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that
thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the
prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands
had wroughten..? ? ? ? ? My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I in your land, I trow..I marvelled at her words and
said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What
have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I
would fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will not be accomplished but by thine aid."
Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the street wherein is the house of
Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the police, and
thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou question me of my
case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down [into the town,] to do an occasion; but
the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew not whither I should go this night
Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against break of day.' When I say this to
thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who will take care
of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and children till the
morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house, without inconvenience, and
gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".Then she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give
ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go to him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn
will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the fighting with him and make a show to him of
weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering her, what while he is occupied with you in
battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou
return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my device succeed not with him and we avail
not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the
right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined themselves to him
and set out for Meimoun's country..34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.I was one day abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we
went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her
and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me, till I came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour
thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah,"
answered I, "I know thee not, save that God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath
confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By
Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth I have known thee from childhood.".It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, ii.
236..?OF TRUST IN GOD..? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what
medicament?.When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell
me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall
save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and
taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at
his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that
he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a
Schoolmaster cccciii.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the Persians, who was passionately addicted
to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for that she was endowed with beauty and
loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto
this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave
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her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she
refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the
place..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!."O sister
mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning the craft of women and
their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which are of all kinds and colours. When a
[true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that which is other than it. Moreover, he
preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth
fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he findeth no help for it but that he must
break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some there be that return to their whilom
case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit for all folk.".When I had made an
end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken
my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I
found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place,
so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the
housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I
am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I,
"O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before
this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..?THE FIFTH
OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.? ? ? ? ?
Sure God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with loneness after thee..Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her
cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is
past, Fate stoops to no control..? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (145).? ? ? ? ? Would God
thou knewest that for love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..'Twere fitter and better my loves
that I leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore
the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and
behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a
tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is
he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told
him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house.
When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in
marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he
still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of
her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said,
"I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the
word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".Ass, the
Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my
despair;.When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the
earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him raise his head and
questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and
of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming
on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate
Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover,
he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the prince's
servant..Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he
handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season
of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the
following verses:.The Twenty-First Night of the Month..When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to
him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then
he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that
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his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair
and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said,
'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long
continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this
is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her
forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before
Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred
thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before
the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and
divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..When the morning
morrowed, the draper went out, still angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her changed of colour, pale of face,
dejected and heart-broken. [So she questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband was angered against her (as she
supposed) on account of the burns in the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have a son, a
fine-drawer, and he, by thy life, shall fine-draw [the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said to her,
"And when shall this be?" "To-morrow, if it please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of thy
husband's going forth from thee, and he shall mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned to
the young man and told him what had passed..Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So
she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out
after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place,
with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of
thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out
of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away
[and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars
profit [on it]..Then they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They
offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to
their bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The
money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case.
Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy
comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood its folk.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xl.After this, the
authorities compounded with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came before them, they enriched him and he became in such favour
with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell familiar converse between them. On this wise they abode a great
while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed
aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning of thy laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost
thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord," answered the highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought
myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the days of my youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a
man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the
fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take
the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin
and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten
my money.' However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he said, but slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's
testimony.".73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii
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