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Akbe and the heroes before him, the Eagle Queen, Heru, Akambar who drove the Kargs into the east,.of the Dragonlords, as the tale goes on, the
names and exploits of these wizards begin to eclipse.muddy bank and flicked her tail loose, but she waited for him to scramble even more
awkwardly.because of what he did and could do. He was an uncanny brat, as they say. He had powers. He could.family, on which was engraved a
unique and powerful True Rune..their listening silence, and rested there for days, and came back to him changed..Otter had got control of his face
and voice. He wiped his eyes and nose, cleared his throat, and said, "Might be a good idea. Come to Roke. Safer.".At that the Summoner ran up
towards her, reaching out, lunging at her as if to seize and hold her. They were both on the hill now. She towered above him impossibly, fire
breaking forth between them, a flare of red flame in the dusk air, a gleam of red-gold scales, of vast wings - then that was gone, and there was
nothing there but the woman standing on the hill path and the tall man bowing down before her, bowing slowly down to earth, and lying on
it..a.b.e-book v3.0 / Notes at EOF.lifted them up along with the other couples, their dark red shadows moved beneath its huge plate,.I looked at her,
silent. The language had not changed so very much, and yet I didn't."Of all of us. Of Way, and Felkway, and Havnor, and Wathort, and Roke. All
the people of the.the Making words he did not know until he spoke them. "Mother, be whole!" he said, and the broken.and then and sniffed. He sat
down on the hillside beside the scar in the ground, resting his tired.behind it said, "Come in!".Sleeping out on deck with the starlight on his face, he
had a simple, vivid dream: it was."The key is the King's name.".may well like their public name to be ordinary, common, like other people's
names..of his wits with the dull life at Westpool, and was never slow to take a risk. He rode up the hill.tempered, having learned the uselessness of
impatience in the work that must be done. Sometimes.spells made and annotated by a wizard, or by a lineage of wizards) there is usually one copy
only.."To come here," he said. He was beginning to tremble less. His bare feet were a sad sight,."In the Grove is no harm," said the Patterner.
"Come on. There is an old house, a hut. Old, dirty. You don't care, eh? Stay a while. You can see," And he set off down the path between the
parsley and the bush-beans. She looked at the Doorkeeper; he smiled a little. She followed the pale-haired man.."What's more wrong than to
summon oneself back from death?" said the Namer..cheated him..with a spell, if I have to. And the band, they're all right. Labby isn't as bad as he
looks..Irian looked down at the ground. After a long time she said, clearing her throat, not looking up, "Is it true I do harm being here?".know him.
He knew the hand that had woven his bonds and cursed his nights, the acid taste and.had done..dross to the fire and it will be transformed into the
living silver, the light of the moon. Is it.uncaring, disembodied eye. He could see only what the flicker of werelight showed just around him.Of
innumerable sacred groves, caves, mountains, hills, springs, and stones on the Four Lands, the.gift. She and some men and women like her, people
of no fame and some of questionable reputation,."What do you want to learn?" asked the taller woman in her mild voice.."I don't either. Morred and
Elfarran sang to each other, and he was a mage. I think there's a Master Chanter on Roke, that teaches the lays and the histories. But I never heard
of a wizard being a musician.".you drunken, crawling traitor! You foul, shameless lecher!".Standing on that hill, Medra had said, "There is a vein
of water, just under where I stand, that."That's Roke Knoll, lad," the weatherworker said to Dragonfly, who stood beside him at the rail, "We're
coming into Thwil Bay now. Where there's no wind but the wind they want."."War?".The witch shook her iron-grey head once. "I can't tell you."
Her 'can't' did not mean 'won't'. Dragonfly waited. "It's the power, like I said. It comes just so." Rose stopped her spinning and looked up with one
eye at a cloud in the west; the other looked a little northward of the sky. "You're there in the water, together, you and the child. You take away the
child-name. People may go on using that name for a use-name, but it's not her name, nor ever was. So now she's not a child, and she has no name.
So then you wait. You open your mind up, like. Like opening the doors of a house to the wind. So it comes. Your tongue speaks it, the name. Your
breath makes it. You give it to that child, the breath, the name. You can't think of it. You let it come to you. It must come through you to her it
belongs to. That's the power, the way it works. It's all like that. It's not a thing you do. You have to know how to let it do. That's all the
mastery.".and said, "I was in the tavern, down the way there, you could have said my use-name and I'd have."Enough of that, my dear," Dulse said,
laying his hand on it. "Come now. No wonder I kept thinking about Silence. I should send for him ... send to him ... No. What did Ard say? Find
the center, find the center. That's the question to ask. That's what to do..." As he muttered on to himself, routing out his heavy cloak, setting water
to boil on the small fire he had lighted earlier, he wondered if he had always talked to himself, if he had talked all the time when Silence lived with
him. No, it had become a habit after Silence left, he thought, with the bit of his mind that went on thinking the ordinary thoughts of life, while the
rest of it made preparations for terror and destruction..a place of honor, but he wasn't one of the Nine. He'd been passed over. Maybe it wasn't a
good.understand the Glosses of Danemer, and keep his mouth closed..I made myself comfortable in the chair. The girl, her hand on her hip -- her
abdomen."Master Ivory said I could pass for a man. Though I thought I should say who I was. I will be as celibate as anyone, sir."."Irian," said
Azver the Patterner, "will you come back to us?".old weavers' quarter. They grew flax on Pody, and there were stone retting houses, now
mostly.transformation, you maybe know of, mistress. Even a common sorcerer may know how to work illusion."Do it."."It's not my word, it's
Waris's. But they've refused. They want the Rule of Roke to separate men from women, and they want men to make the decisions for all. Now what
compromise can we make with them? Why did they come here, if they won't work with us?".accustomed to the dark, was able to discern, from it,
the huge outlines of the surrounding.formed the mouth of the cave, no bigger than a man or a badger needed to crawl through. He crawled.refuge at
the Springs of Ensa, where, with her knowledge of the Old Powers of the place, she could.Chanter's task is the preservation and teaching of all the
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oral deeds, lays, songs, etc., and the.wood over a little fall of boulders. The water was bright in the morning sunlight and made a happy.summon
them, in spirit or in flesh, to come to us. Only the dead may we summon. Only the shadows..Medra knew only a hint of this story from Ember. One
night Veil, who was three years older than.But Heleth was shaking his head: "No," he said, "no time. Not your kind of thing." He was more and
more distracted by whatever it was he sensed in the earth or air, and through him Ogion felt that gathering, intolerable tension..aimless wanderings
the knowledge of the underground would enter him as it used to do, and he would.Day by day, as they talked in the old stableyard of Iria, where
they had fallen into the habit of meeting, she asked him and he told her more, though reluctantly, always partially; he shielded his Masters, she
thought, trying to defend the bright image of Roke, until one day he gave in to her insistence and spoke freely at last..And so I was reading old
books, to learn when they ceased to come east of Pendor. And in one I.When in 730 the first Archmage of Roke, Halkel of Way, excluded women
from the school, among his.trying to clean his legs. "Dirt, dirt," he said, gently patting the ground he sat on. Then, very.That was where Hound
found him, miles away from the valley, west of Samory, on the edge of the.Hemlock was 10th to practice any of the lesser arts of magic. He did not
put out a finding spell, as any sorcerer might have done. Nor did he call to Diamond in any way. He was angry; perhaps he was hurt. He had
thought well of the boy, and offered to write the Summoner about him, and then at the first test of character Diamond had broken. "Glass," the
wizard muttered. At least this weakness proved he was not dangerous. Some talents were best not left to run wild, but there was no harm in this
fellow, no malice. No ambition. "No spine," said Hemlock to the silence of the house. "Let him crawl home to his mother.".The roof of the cavern
was far above him. The trickle of water dripping from the mica ledge.few steps he doubled over and vomited on the ground..grass, his heart had
been easy. He was expectant, full of a sense of great strangeness, but not."He knows that, sister," Mead told her. "Didn't he tell us he was a ship
carpenter? But it's a terrible long way down to the sea, surely. With this wizard on your scent, how are you to go there?".that supposed to mean
something?.it. While the throne in Havnor remained empty, for over two hundred years Roke School served.for several houses up and down the
street, and a crowd, that is, ten or eleven people, gathered.wizard's house, though he knew the beauty and the power that lay in them, he could let
go, let.similar to my sweater but with a full, inflated collar sat sideways at a table, a glass in his hand,.Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually become
silent and sullen. She ceased asking her endless questions."And you didn't. . .".When she finished in the dairy and went to the house, the new
fellow, Hawk, was squatting on the.threateners..and cruelty. I look at the world, at the forests and the mountain here, the sky, and it's all.Gelluk's
attention turned entirely away from him then, fixed on the hillside and the vision he saw.The heat of the day was beginning to lessen and the
shadows of the Grove lay across the grass,."I didn't understand," Irioth said, "about the others. That they are other. We are all other. We.earth in his
hands, rolled the dirt in his palms, kneading, testing, tasting it. For that time he.exploitation. The land outlasts the empires. The conquerors may
leave desert where there was.eye back home, eh? No more moping, eh?".When he was done Veil was silent a long time and then said, "That was
what you meant, when you.Roke seemed probable, and the idea of any league or alliance of wizards appalled him more the more."This is the way
in, sir.".The light went with her. He was alone in the dark. The cold grip of the spells took him by the.When he unbound him, the boy tried to
pretend he was still stone, and would not speak. Early had to go into his mind, in the way he had learned from Gelluk long ago, when Gelluk was a
true master of his art. He found out what he could. Then the boy was no good for anything and had to be disposed of. It was humiliating, again, to
be outwitted by the very stupidity of these people; and all he had learned about Roke was that the Hand was there, and a school where they taught
wizardry. And he had learned a man's name..To it he flew, and on it landed, and as he touched the earth he was a man again..Yet as Dory spoke he
saw what the girl saw: a long hill going down into darkness, and across it, on the edge of twilight, a low wall of stones. And as he looked he
thought he saw a woman walking along beside the wall, very thin, insubstantial, bone, shadow. But she was not the dying woman in the bed. She
was Anieb..She had never seen where he lived. He slept wherever he chose to, she imagined, in these warm.pounded behind me; a girl ran toward
the singer, pursued by someone; with a short, throaty laugh.other, only me, what would I want a name for?".It was then that village sorcery, and
above all women's witchery, came into the ill repute that."The Master said that such gifts or capacities, untrained, are not only wasted, but may be
dangerous. The art must be learned, and practiced, he said."."Excuse me, Master," he said. "I have to think.".and ship traffic dwindled under piracy,
cities and towns withdrew inside defensive walls; arts,.her mind to watch their careful work. She wished she could help them at it. The waiting and
the.stretched out her arms suddenly and bowed -- the end -- but no one applauded; the dancer.He spent the whole afternoon in confusion, angry.
When Ember came out of the Grove to her leafy bower upstream, he went there, carrying Veil's basket as an excuse. "May I talk to you?" he
said..mountain. Many of them were not infected yet, and he could protect them. The hinny carried him."Dirt's easier to keep clean," he said,
knowing the struggle already lost. It was true that all you had to do with a good hard-packed clay floor was sweep it and now and then sprinkle it to
keep the dust down. But it sounded silly all the same.."Come back," the Windkey said to the men..Power.".back, penitent, to school..internal
quarrels, but the disintegration of the society of the Archipelago worsened as the years."I don't know," Dragonfly said. "To hear about the Great
House is wonderful, but I thought the people there would be - I don't know. Of course they're mostly just boys when they go there. But I thought
they'd be..." She gazed off at the sheep on the hill, her face troubled. "Some of them are really bad and stupid," she said in a low voice. "They get
into the School because they're rich. And they study there just to get richer. Or to get power.".ascetics among humans, some dragons are greedy for
shining things, gold, jewels; one was Yevaud,.There was a little struggle in the mind, but the mouth opened and the tongue moved: "Medra.".In
there he knew he should hurry, that the bones of the earth ached to move, and that he must become them to guide them, but he could not hurry.
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There was on him the bewilderment of any transformation. He had in his day been fox, and bull, and dragonfly, and knew what it was to change
being. But this was different, this slow enlargement. I am vastening, he thought..the day he returned to the Great House, agreeing to come back
with the Doorkeeper in the morning.."What afterward?".their camping place he saw the four stars of the Forge come out above the western
hills..They let him walk among them, wild as they were and having had nothing from men's hands but castration and butchery. He had a pleasure in
their trust in him, a pride in it. He should not, but he did. If he wanted to touch one of the great beasts he had only to stand and speak to it a little
while in the language of those who do not speak. "Ulla," he said, naming them. "Ellu. Ellua." They stood, big, indifferent; sometimes one looked at
him for a long time. Sometimes one came to him with its easy, loose, majestic tread, and breathed into his open palm. All those that came to him he
could cure. He laid his hands on them, on the stiff-haired, hot flanks and neck, and sent the healing into his hands with the words of power spoken
over and over. After a while the beast would give a shake, or toss its head a bit, or step on. And he would drop his hands and stand there, drained
and blank, for a while. Then there would be another one, big, curious, shyly bold, muddy-coated, with the sickness in it like a prickling, a tingling,
a hotness in his hands, a dizziness. "Ellu," he would say, and walk to the beast and lay his hands upon it until they felt cool, as if a mountain stream
ran through them..Dulse knew better than to ask for explanation. The need to speak such a spell could not come.hollow cavern and the lode of
cinnabar.."Then why did you drink?" she asked..her bed. Nearing the house, he heard crockery breaking. The father, the drunkard, came
wobbling."The key," Gelluk repeated, urgent..South of Andanden lies a land where the ashes fell a hundred feet deep when last the volcano spoke.
Rivers and streams cut their way seaward through that high plain, winding and pooling, spreading and wandering, making a marsh of it, a big,
desolate, waterland with a far horizon, few trees, not many people. The ashy soil grows a rich, bright grass, and the people there keep cattle,
fattening beef for the populous southern coast, letting the animals stray for miles across the plain, the rivers serving as fences..Early opened
Hound's mouth and gave him voice enough to say, in a flat dead tone, "Samory."."Nais. . .".pushed back by the multitude of lights. An immense
restaurant. Tables whose tops blazed with.The existence of magic as a recognized, effective power wielded by certain individuals, but not by.an
approaching green circle. I thanked them and stepped off the walkway, probably at the wrong.for a man it's only one thing ever. But I miss hearing
you sing.".unseeing gaze, smiling. "Little Medra!" he said, as if just discovering he was there. He patted.The eagle came, circling and screaming
over the valley, the hillside, the willows by the stream..black sweater: it would pass. But the shirt I had to fight for. I said that I would leam to do
without.me. Gontish oak, from the hands of a Gontish wizard. Well, if he earns it I'll make him one. If he.He sailed up the broad straits till Mount
Onn was hidden by the headlands at the mouth of the Bay.steaming water into the bath. "He has ivory," she said. "Tell him ivory it has to be. Out
there."Why are we wasting time here?" he demanded, as Tern let the bucket down into the well. "Are you.solitude, but still she missed Rose and
Daisy and Coney, and the chickens and the cows and ewes,.The next day she said, "I'm going to sit under the trees." Not sure what was expected of
him, he followed her at a distance till they came to the inmost part of the Grove where all the trees were of the same kind, nameless yet each with
its own name. When she sat down on the soft leaf mold between the roots of a big old tree, he found himself a place not far away to sit; and as she
watched and listened and was still, he watched and listened and was still. So they did for several days. Then one morning, in rebellious mood, he
stayed by the stream while Ember walked into the Grove. She did not look back..She sat on a while by the Thwilburn. She was troubled by what he
had told her and by her thoughts and feelings in the Grove, and troubled that any thought or feeling could have troubled her there. She went to the
house, set out her supper of smoked meat and bread and summer lettuce, and ate it without tasting it. She roamed restlessly back down he
streambank to the water. It was very still and warm in the late dusk, only the largest stars burning through a milky overcast. She slipped off her
sandals and put her feet in the water. It was cool, but veins of sunwarmth ran through it. She slid out of her clothes, the man's breeches and shirt
that were all she had, and slipped naked into the water, feeling the push and stir of the current all along her body. She had never swum in the
streams at Iria, and she had hated the sea, heaving grey and cold, but this quick water pleased her, tonight. She drifted and floated, her hands
slipping over silken underwater rocks and her own silken flanks, her legs sliding through waterweeds. All trouble and restlessness washed away
from her in the running of the water, and she floated in delight in the caress of the stream, gazing up at the white, soft fire of the stars..What they
had they shared. In that it was indeed Morred's Isle. Nobody on Roke starved or went unhoused, though nobody had much more than they needed.
Hidden from the rest of the world not only by sea and storm but by their defenses that disguised the island and sent ships astray, they worked and
talked and sang the songs, The Winter Carol and The Deed of the Young King. And they had books, the Chronicles of Enlad and the History of the
Wise Heroes. From these precious books the old men and women would read aloud in a hall down by the wharf where the fisherwomen made and
mended their nets. There was a hearth there, and they would light the fire. People came even from farms across the island to hear the histories read,
listening in silence, intent. "Our souls are hungry," Ember said..The Hand, a loose-knit league or community concerned principally with the
understanding and the ethical use and teaching of magic, was established by men and women on Roke Island about a hundred and fifty years after
Maharion's death. Perceiving the Hand as a threat to their hegemony, the mage-warlords of Wathort raided Roke, and killed almost all the grown
men of the island. But the Hand had already stretched out to other islands all around the Inmost Sea. As the Women of the Hand, the community
survived for centuries, maintaining a tenuous but vigorous network of information, communication, protection, and teaching..the blind blackness.
When he moved, he whimpered; but he sat up. I have to live, he thought. I
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