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? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dccccvii.? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit
should long for the fare;.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii.
89..There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had
vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When
she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour
with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon
her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered forth and
grew,.? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what while the stars abide..? ? ? ? ? My
clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God the Lord Most High..? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one
to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to
cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of
him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with]
this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and
except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is
guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit
him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him
from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they
lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and
answered prayer." (27).Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding folk;
And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.When Tuhfeh heard this, she
fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the world be
ruined after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his army and departed in quest
of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear unto him. They fared on till
they met with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a passing sore battle. After
awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of victory over them..33.
Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were
[aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him by reason of Abou Temam and the king
was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that the
king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby we
may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a
daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king
hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him
to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of
his affair.".? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not
stay.".When the king heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his dwelling..Now,
when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that which was obligatory on him
of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man and carried him to
the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go, fetch that which thou
wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her and did his occasion
of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding love and was like to lose
his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not thy husband's, but my
son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee right with him, and thou
wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so.".Then Iblis took the cup and signed to
Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.When the two kings saw
that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the
younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit,
his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade
him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons
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cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy
them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the
curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his
oppressive dealing with them..O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83..? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for
passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come
to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..?STORY OF THE KING
AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So
they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but,
when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like
whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he
repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode
that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking
himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to
the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin
written on his face..? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.Then they displayed Dinarzad in a second and a third and a fourth dress
and she came forward, as she were the rising sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was even as saith the poet of her in the
following verses:.Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had
done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who
turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people
and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted
from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy
father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the
Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four
thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my
commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a
wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou
of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live,
though I be far distant from thee.".Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..When they came to themselves, they wept awhile and the folk assembled
about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned them of their case. So the young men vied with each other who should be the first to
discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came up, crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them, 'Why have
ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device
to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of these
wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk
and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended] slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last]
they carried them up to the king..Son, Story of King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.When the evening evened,
the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They
avouch, O king, that.I am the champion-slayer he warrior without peer, iii. 94. 249----.The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the
oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..So he arose and
taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to
a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages
and country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God
for their present ease and the village became to them a home..So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh
thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one
who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who
is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his
daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will
take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a
husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter
and fled with her..When this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he
himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to
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his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God
the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..Calcutta
(1814-18) Text..Officer's Story, The Sixteenth, ii. 193..One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier
Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed
his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like.
Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and
walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and
dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the
Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist,
never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but
Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.'
Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith,
said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a
slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The
damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,'
answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the ablution
and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186)
Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who
hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,'
said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old
woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love
o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I implore..When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had
betided him by reason of severance from his people and family and said to him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so
the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the
garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold
of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and] did the like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all
returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his
malady, little by little..63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for
his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.When the king heard this,
drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and
seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled
be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed
thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the
Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who
submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and
long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable
men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and
men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty
recompense]. (172).? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..When
El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou
avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do
that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she
[opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were
the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her
maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the
Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to
thee.".When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the [other]
sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of
him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his
ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the
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putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he
will.".Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle,
goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate
fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth
Brother cliv.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.? ? ? ? ?
A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..Tuhfet el Culoub
and Er Reshid, ii. 203..Fuller and his Wife, The, i. 261..Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The,
iii. 171..77. King Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel ccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.?STORY OF THE
LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him, saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?"
And he answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and but that thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not
come forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to me in prowess and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore
prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward,
(74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him, saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed
upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and they wheeled about a long while..102. The Apples of Paradise
ccccxii.At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178)
and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.'
But I returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might
overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were
eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of
the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found with yonder
damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good, O my friend!'
For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to God!.? ?
? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what leach can make it whole?.So, when it was
the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women.
Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy
brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him
what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas,
my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came
his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the
money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new,
iii. 30..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.When her people arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but,
finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and
dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark and the other dogs answered him and coming to the
mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in
and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both
forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the affair..Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves
and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So
there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the
mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these
wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to
thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against
me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in
requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my
honour among the kings.".Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught; wherefore he went up to
the old woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited strangers entering the town
and] said to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath appointed for the confrontation of the
ignorant.' And she expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only carry me with thee to thy
lodging, and if he question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with him to the city and
established her in his lodging and entreated her kindly..Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in
all honour and consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were
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about to depart, my master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook
myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master
took passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set
sail and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their
goods and sold; and I also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so
come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is
become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and
bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she
was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and
she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE
DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and
the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the
learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished
to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because
the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.'
Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man
and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes
entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to
pay the two dirhems..Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El
Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he
was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and
abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of
the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I
known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead
man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!'
whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till
they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no
power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'.Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the
new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall
marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from
her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..? ? ? ? ? "My soul
be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.Then she took leave of me and I of her, after I had strained her to my bosom and embraced her and
we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day, till it came, when I arose and went forth, intending for the
trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home with him. So I accompanied him to his house] and when I
came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what we might eat and drink. He was absent till mid-day, then
till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and I was like to die of chagrin and impatience;
[and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the door was locked on me, and my soul was like to depart
my body on account of the tryst..Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with
the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a
carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its
light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and
rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.When she had made an end of her verses, she
folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open,
read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be
God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth
she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn
and paper and wrote the following verses:.And for another story of the same kind,' continued the officer,.I abode in my house, ill, a whole month;
after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman,
till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a
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bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his
side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting
furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made
a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding
fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said,
'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!'
answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away.."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate
in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I
have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in
my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in
summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he
had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to
him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is
allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.The Twenty-Second
Night of the Month..So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street,
that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As
he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand
there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat
and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in
quest whereof I am going about.'.As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in
himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion
had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts,
went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and
cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold,
entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.Then
he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down
blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.'
Then each of them acquainted the other with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the
young merchant to return with him and summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the
master of the house and glorified him; and their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed
him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of
the age, is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his
boon-companion and entertained him by night [with stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour
and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be
parted from me a single hour. So I abode with him a while of time and every night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of
the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise [and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my
service for that of another than I and hold not aloof from my presence." And I made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? She came
in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein
with an exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour
and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of
God the Most High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and
thou hast done us good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and
thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.'
'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the
fair is now at hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.Vizier's
Daughters, The Two Kings and the, iii. 145,.? ? ? ? ? Compared with thine enjoyment, the hardest things are light To win and all things distant
draw near and easy be..Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..115. The Angel of Death and the King of the Children of
Israel cccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me
to my will..? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the wight..Then said she
to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted
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him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia."
"O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his
company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the city, making
proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth
on them their lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon
Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of the Faithful? It
was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them and who sent
thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who
would make me out a dotard.".The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they
directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its
purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter
took him and went with him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her
side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..Then they
displayed Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came forward, swaying coquettishly from side
to side; and indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her]. She shook her sides and wagged her hips,
then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the hospitable man embraces the guest, and
threatened her in her ear with the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in these verses:.Then he braced up his
courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the
earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found
himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley,
till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its
inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from
all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the
witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's
house and cried out upon her; whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When
the latter had taken cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the
Cadi of the Cadis, and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself]
and was profuse in beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of
concern and affright. On this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was
calamity warded off from him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).?STORY OF THE MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS
GOVERNOR..When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a
litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King
Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he
caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants
had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that
thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were
loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to
judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from
my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein
leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.83. The Woman's Trick against her Husband cccxciii.El Abbas went in and passed from place to
place and chamber to chamber, till he came to the chamber aforesaid and espied the portrait of Mariyeh, whereupon he fell down in a swoon and
the workmen went to his father and said to him, "Thy son El Abbas hath swooned away." So the king came and finding the prince cast down,
seated himself at his head and bathed his face with rose-water. After awhile he revived and the king said to him, "God keep thee, (60) O my son!
What hath befallen thee?" "O my father," answered the prince, "I did but look on yonder picture and it bequeathed me a thousand regrets and there
befell me that which thou seest." Therewithal the king bade fetch the [chief] painter, and when he stood before him, he said to him, "Tell me of
yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters of the kings; else will I take thy head." "By Allah, O king," answered the painter, "I limned it
not, neither know I who she is; but there came to me a poor man and looked at me. So I said to him, 'Knowest thou the art of painting?' And he
replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him the gear and said to him, 'Make us a rare piece of work.' So he wrought yonder portrait and went away and I
know him not neither have I ever set eyes on him save that day."
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