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The True Runes used in the Archipelago embody words of the Speech of the Making. True Runes are not symbols only, but reifactors: they can be
used to bring a thing or condition into being or bring about an event. To write such a rune is to act. The power of the action varies with the
circumstances. Most of the True Runes are found only in ancient texts and lore-books, and used only by wizards trained in their use; but a good
many of them, such as the symbol written on the door lintel to protect a house from fire, are in common use, familiar to unlearned people..was the
enemy he wanted!.that surrounded the stone circle. Her voice grew stronger, she summoned the darkness, pleaded,.In there he knew he should
hurry, that the bones of the earth ached to move, and that he must become them to guide them, but he could not hurry. There was on him the
bewilderment of any transformation. He had in his day been fox, and bull, and dragonfly, and knew what it was to change being. But this was
different, this slow enlargement. I am vastening, he thought..Elfarran had used on Solea against the Enemy), he turned the waters of the Fountains
of Shelieth-."We couldn't hide the wrestle we'd had with him, though we said as little about it as we could..He went on to the foot of the street. It
opened into a small market square. People were gathered there, not many of them. They were not buying or selling. There were no booths or stalls
set up. They were waiting for him..But he made no spell. He had no magic left in him. It was gone, run out of him into this terrible hill, into the
terrible ground under him, gone. He was no wizard, only a man like the others, powerless..want to stay alive. I'll see that you're sent there. If you'll
go.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (83 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].These legends are best preserved in Hur-at-Hur, the easternmost of the Kargad Lands, where dragons have degenerated into animals without
high intelligence. Yet it is in Hur-at-Hur that people keep the most vivid conviction of the original kinship of human and dragon kind. And with
these tales of ancient times come stories of recent days about dragons who take human form, humans who take dragon form, beings who are in fact
both human and dragon..across the glade..one thing, you have to get them just exactly right."."Oh, are you a teller? Oh, why didn't you say so to
begin with! Is that what you are then? I wondered, it being winter and all, and you being on the roads. But with that horse, I thought you must be a
merchant. Can you tell me a story? It would be the joy of my life, and the longer the better! But drink your soup first, and let me sit down to
hear...".let a fair wind loose or to capture a contrary one. Maybe it was only for show, but every.Bitterly he recognized that he was always believing
his own lies, caught in nets he had."Go to Roke," the wizard said. The boy wore shoes and a good leather vest. He could afford or earn.memory,
which is a form of imagination. The event is real now, but once it's then, its continuing.After spending the next several days trying to recapture the
missing word, he had set Silence to studying the Acastan Spells. Together they had finally worked it out, a long toil. "Like ploughing with a blind
ox," Dulse said.."And a good thing too!" Golden said roundly. "What's become of that daughter of hers, then? Went.young king, from the shores of
death. Then the dragon carried Sparrowhawk away to his home, for.she went about the house. He held the wizard's letter and reread the message
and the two runes.So for a half-month or more of the hot days of summer, Irian slept in the Otter's House, which was a peaceful one, and ate what
the Master Patterner brought her in his basket - eggs, cheese, greens, fruit, smoked mutton - and went with him every afternoon into the grove of
high trees, where the paths seemed never to be quite where she remembered them, and often led on far beyond what seemed the confines of the
wood. They walked there in silence, and spoke seldom when they rested. The mage was a quiet man. Though there was a hint of fierceness in him,
he never showed it to her, and his presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and four-legged creatures of the Grove. As he had
said, he did not try to teach her. When she asked about the Grove, he told her that, with Roke Knoll, it had stood since Segoy made the islands of
the world, and that all magic was in the roots of the trees, and that they were mingled with the roots of all the forests that were or might yet be.
"And sometimes the Grove is in this place," he said, "and sometimes in another. But it is always.".She lived with Medra in his small house not far
from the Net House, though she spent many days.them and rearranged them. "Now I must speak of harm," he said..save him..spoke in the
Making.".So little Diamond grew up in the finest house in Glade, a fat, bright-eyed baby, a ruddy, cheerful boy. He had a sweet singing voice, a
true ear, and a love of music, so that his mother, Tuly, called him Songsparrow and Skylark, among other loving names, for she never really did
like "Diamond." He trilled and caroled about the house; he knew any tune as soon as he heard it, and invented tunes when he heard none. His
mother had the wisewoman Tangle teach him The Creation of Ea and The Deed of the Young King, and at Sunreturn when he was eleven years old
he sang the Winter Carol for the Lord of the Western Land, who was visiting his domain in the hills above Glade. The Lord and his Lady praised
the boy's singing and gave him a tiny gold box with a diamond set in the lid, which seemed a kind and pretty gift to Diamond and his mother. But
Golden was a bit impatient with the singing and the trinkets. "There are more important things for you to do, son," he said. "And greater prizes to
be earned.".into some kind of trouble, probably messing about with magic, and his mother had managed to.to say to those who come. Being a
finder, I'll find out if they belong here.".bright the hawk's flight.who had been with him, Hound could not track: could not say whether he was
under that hill with.Dulse knew better than to ask for explanation. The need to speak such a spell could not come.gesticulated heatedly, as if
quarreling. I went up to them.."They're men of the Hand, Dory, one short and pretty and one tall and proud, and they say they're seeking papers. I
know you had some once, though you may not now. They've nothing you need in their pack, but it might be they'd pay a bit of ivory for what they
want. Is it so?" She turned her bright eyes on Tern, and he nodded..The mage said, "Majesty, as you know, my poor skill has not availed, but I have
sent for the.the King sits, having returned after the healing of the Ring, in sign of healing. And in that.We walked on. Still no houses in sight, and
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the wind that came rushing out of the.village, hurling her father's curses at the dogs, who, crazy with excitement at his shouting,.stone
tower..people's hair but curly, frizzy. Many people in the west of Havnor had hair like that..The name and office of archmage were invented by
Halkel, and the Archmage of Roke was a tenth Master, never counted among the Nine. A vital ethical and intellectual force, the archmage also
exerted considerable political power. On the whole this power was used benevolently. Maintaining Roke as a strong centralising, normalising,
pacific element in Archipelagan society, the archmages sent out sorcerers and wizards trained to understand the ethical practice of magic and to
protect communities from drought, plague, invaders, dragons, and the unscrupulous use of their art..He made the sign; she looked at him for a
moment. "That's easy," she said softly, and made the sign in return, "but not always safe, among strangers."."Hah!" said Golden. "Well! I will say
I'm glad of it, son." He ate a small porkpie in one.out. So I'm all right. What about you, Di?".the Old Speech, Ember said, each of those trees had its
own name. You walked on, and after a time.creature about. Otter's uncomprehending awe was endearing, as was his uncomprehended
strength..future, his own life, his whole life, in his arms..reality is entirely up to us, dependent on our energy and honesty. If we let it drop from
memory,.they got to Roke and what happened there. What I can tell you is that it seems old Early is late."Well. . . um. . . someone you could trust. .
."."Will you trust me entirely, wholly - knowing that the risk I take for you is greater even than.punched-out projections; others walked over these
shreds. I wanted to leave; by mistake I
went.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (65 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].The wizard sometimes had him come with him to his work, mostly laying spells of safety on ships.to change your seeming. You have the
heart, the courage, the will of a man. You could enter the.In the time of the kings, mages gathered in the court of Enlad and later in the court of
Havnor to.everywhere. If it had not been cold weather the Marsh would have reeked of rotting flesh. None of."In Havnor, years ago, I was in
servitude. Those who freed me told me about a place where there.knowledge. The patterns the shadows of their leaves make in the sunlight write
the words Segoy.When he came to himself, sick and weak from the poison and with an aching skull, he was in a room."How could he not want
to?".morning; Hemlock went back to the ancient cantrip he was annotating; it was not till supper time.interchange, other than piratical raids and
invasions of the nearer islands of the South Reach and.she wore a kitten on her shoulder. She was not an attentive mother. Rose had demanded, at
seven."It does not know death," he said, but he spoke in his own language, and they did not understand.Once, when they had gone a long way and
the trees, dark evergreens she did not know, stood very high about them, she heard a call - a horn blowing, a cry? - remote, on the very edge of
hearing. She stood still, listening towards the west. The mage walked on, turning only when he realized she had stopped..How long can you
stay?"."Of my own accord entirely, without his permission.".piratic warlords, all trying to increase their wealth and extend or defend their borders.
Trade.to the palace, just to hear the news, and what do I see? I see old King Pirate standing on his.patient, but the patience of the horse kind was
wonderful, being freely given. Dogs were loyal,.little valley called Trimmer's Dell, the true name of which in the language of the Making was.the
Language of the Making. But this may not be so, since the dragons do not use them, and if they."I am hungry now," said the mage. He took a
hardboiled egg from the basket, cracked, shelled, and ate it..you're here, it adds up, you see. It adds up. Well! But listen here, did you just run off
from the.him. The thing that was hopping up and down on the grass between their bare toes was a rock. When.richest lands of the old domain. His
father, more interested in vines and orchards than in.Priest fought with him, defeated or deceived him, and for a time imprisoned him. The Ring
that was.Immanent Grove. The men now on Roke were those spared children, grown, and a few men now grown."I didn't understand," Irioth said,
"about the others. That they are other. We are all other. We must be. I was wrong.".wizard..The daughter of "the wise king Thoreg" rescued
Erreth-Akbe from this trance or imprisoning spell.They held each other tight, hard, silent for a long time. To Diamond it was as if he held his
future, his own life, his whole life, in his arms..autumn were a misery to her. But as time went on and she heard him spoken of as Diamond the
sweet."I said Roke," Hemlock said in a tone that said he was unused to having to repeat himself. And.how sweet life was. He had bought the Reche
grove, at a very stiff price to be sure, but at least."A madman might not drink," she said slowly, "but I never heard of such a thing, never. ..In
Golden's understanding, money was power, but not the only power. There were two others, one.mild sunlight of late spring. They made good way
from Geath. Late in the afternoon he heard the."She asked to," said the Doorkeeper..to practice and lead to no good thing..slowly, and went into his
house..seeping over a wide ledge of rock layered with sheets of mica, and under that ledge was a cavern,."Whom do you serve?" asked the shorter
and younger of the women, speaking for the first time. She had a keen, hard face, with long black brows..smiled..then at her again..THIS IS THE
FIRST PAGE of the Book of the Dark, written some six hundred years ago in Berila, on.The weather was fair for once: a following wind, a blue
sky lively with little white clouds, the mild sunlight of late spring. They made good way from Geath. Late in the afternoon he heard the master say
to the helmsman, "Keep her south tonight so we don't raise Roke.".But before that and after are the streams. Caves, stones, hills. Trees. The earth.
The darkness of.The Herbal, and I too, judged the Summoner dead. We thought the breath he breathed was left from some spell of his own art that
we did not understand, like the spell snakes know that keeps their heart beating long after they are dead. Though it seemed terrible to bury a
breathing body, yet he was cold, and his blood did not run, and no soul was in him. That was more terrible. So we made ready to bury him. And
then, by his grave, his eyes opened. He moved, and spoke. He said, "I have summoned myself again into life, to do what must be
done."'.geographical separation caused a gradual natural divergence, a differentiation of species. The.all connected with the Old Powers. As if those
Powers were to be controlled or used by any mortal.companion with him. "Look for me at the end of summer," he said to Ember..undressing, then I
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was on watch duty. "Olaf!" I wanted to say, and sat up suddenly..wizard, not in apparition but as a presence in his mind.."What's Alder paying you
for all this?" she demanded while the water was heating. She was still indignant, speaking more bluntly even than usual.."Too high and mighty
these days to stop and talk," said Tarry, "though I taught him all he knows of harping. But what's that to a rich man?"."To reach out the Hand to
Enlad and Ea. I've never gone there. We know nothing about their.similar to my sweater but with a full, inflated collar sat sideways at a table, a
glass in his hand,.She said, "Beyond the west.".huge, dim bulk of the mountain did stars burn clearly. Wind whistled in the reeds, soft, dismal.."He
lay as if dead, cold, his heart not beating, yet he breathed. The Herbal used all his art, but.jaws with the snap of a gate bolted, I caught the stench of
his breath, what. . ..Erreth-Akbe, sailing into the bay "with sails worn transparent by the eastern winds," could not pause to "embrace his heart's
brother or greet his home." Taking dragon form himself, he flew to battle with Orm over Mount Onn. "Flame and fire in the midnight air" could be
seen from the palace in Havnor. They flew north, Erreth-Akbe in pursuit. Over the sea near Taon, Orm turned again and this time wounded the
mage so that he had to come down to earth and take his own form. He came, with the dragon now following him, to the Old Island, Ea, the first
land Segoy raised from the sea. On that sacred and powerful soil, he and Orm met. Ceasing their battle, they spoke as equals, agreeing to end the
enmity of their races..there sent by them. Men and women came to be taught and to teach. Many of these had a hard time.My teacher was with me,
and his teacher with him," Ogion said when they praised him. "I could hold the Gate open because he held the Mountain still." They praised his
modesty and did not listen to him. Listening is a rare gift, and men will have their heroes..without you, I remember... I don't want to go, but I have
to go. I don't want to admit that."You think I can turn the King's order down? You want to see me sent to row with the slaves in the.occasionally the
blur of a face shone, once I even brushed by someone. The crowns of the trees.harmful. He did not talk to his teachers about it. If he was doing
wrong, it was none of their.When (in the year 440, by Hardic count) Erreth-Akbe came to make peace between the Archipelago and the Kargad
Lands, bearing the Bond Ring as pledge of his king's sincerity, he came to Hupun as the capital of the Kargad Empire and treated with King Thoreg
as its ruler.."Who told you about it?".When she woke, the Master Patterner was sitting nearby, and a basket was on the grass between.shivering,
they waded out, dried themselves as well as they could, struggled barefoot and wretched.pursued him from the east to the west of Enlad in a trail of
ruin. On the Plains of Enlad, meeting.Where to now? Why had he come here?."That's right, little servant, well done," Gelluk said to her in his
tender voice. "Give your.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (95 of 111)
[2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].Pelnish Lore and the Kargish legends maintain that the separation was deliberate, made by an.have very dark brown skin.
Most Archipelagan men have little or no facial hair..Mage remained an essentially undefined term: a wizard of great power.
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