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PROTECTING HER SECRET SON
62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli.2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.Singer and the Druggist, The, i. 229..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee.
Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother clx.Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and
saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay.
So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women.
When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of
him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this
my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant
took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself,
saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.? ? ? ? ? v. The House
with the Belvedere dxcviii.Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and
at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave
Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came
forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his
own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting
the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems
and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it,
read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter."
Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee
for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the
princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself,"
answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the
nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..32. The
Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison of his, and he used to hear in the night one
saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for
relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood
hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be delivered
from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of his guards and said to them, 'Take this fellow and
crucify him without the city.'.Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace
of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his
wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for
himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he
reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain
from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince
returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of
loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine clear..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the
Hawk dcxiii.? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.? ? ? ? ? So, by Allah, O richest of all men in charms, Vouchsafe to a
lover, who's bankrupt well-nigh.140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.? ? ? ? ?
"Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".When
the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".53. Abou Hassan es
Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.Now she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I
knew not; so, when the inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened
it and finding it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took
it, and me with it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end,
whereupon they carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed between me and her; and he said to me, "O man, depart from this city,
for I acquit thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose
forthright and departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the
ground, left her and went away, marvelling at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked
him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace;
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whereupon the king's heart clave to her and he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was
amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to
her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman
abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying, 'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and
devote myself to God's service and thine and worship Him with thee.'."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there
was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat
in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier
than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason
fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her
whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon
Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number of the
king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the young
merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king, said to
him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast
taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to
fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What
proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with
thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.Then he gave me the present and letter and money for my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out
from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and we sailed days and nights, till, after a prosperous
voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city, where I carried the letter and present to the
king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the
Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me
by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy; after which he fell to conversing with me and
caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter
from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he read the latter and accepted the former,
rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..? ? ? ? ? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and
they obey his rede..Now there remained one after her; so we took her and drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the
river with the boat till we came to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our
pavilion on Er Rauzeh. Then I rewarded the boatman and he took his boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in
need." (189) And I abode with her some days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in
languishment and weakness till she died. I mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the
pavilion to my own house [and abandoned the former]..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine,
love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..Now the king had a son, a pleasant child, called the Amir
Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books and studied histories and above all things in the world he loved
the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other son than he on life,
and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and perfection.
Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse and] company with friends
and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I should
entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and the
prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with the utmost kindness..? ? ? ? ? The ignorant man may speak with impunity
A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba rejoiced and all who were present rejoiced also and admired her
speech and fell to kissing her; and when she had made an end of her song, Queen Kemeriyeh said to her, 'O my sister, ere thou go to thy palace, I
would fain bring thee to look upon El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, whom El Anca, daughter of the wind, carried off, and her beauty; for that
there is not her match on the face of the earth.' And Queen Es Shuhba said, 'O Kemeriyeh, I [also] have a mind to see her.' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'I saw
her three years agone; but my sister Wekhimeh seeth her at all times, for that she is near unto her, and she saith that there is not in the world a fairer
than she. Indeed, this Queen El Anca is become a byword for loveliness and proverbs are made upon her beauty and grace' And Wekhimeh said,
'By the mighty inscription [on the seal-ring of Solomon], there is not her like in the world!' Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'If it needs must be and the
affair is as ye say, I will take Tuhfeh and go with her [to El Anca], so she may see her.'.When the appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set
apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated
himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round amongst
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them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from concealment.
The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he said,
'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.When the vizier
was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he
bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who
hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead;
(118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier,
'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou
hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made
manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".Officer's Story, The Sixteenth, ii. 193..So the affair was concluded and
we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the
Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had
seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for
vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the
morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for
breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I
plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for solace I entreat.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother
xxxii.Meanwhile, the woman went out at hazard and donning devotee's apparel, fared on without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the
king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for the tribute, out of season. Presently, she saw a man, whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she
enquired of his case and being acquainted therewith, paid down the thousand dirhems for him and delivered him from beating; whereupon he
thanked her and those who were present. When he was set free, he accosted her and besought her to go with him to his dwelling. So she
accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed the night. When the night darkened on him, his soul prompted him to evil, for that which
he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after her and required her [of love]; but she repelled him and bade him fear God the Most High
and reminded him of that which she had done with him of kindness and how she had delivered him from beating and humiliation..Quoth Omar, "O
Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy
ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe
they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he fare..? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As
ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what
while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he
who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this youth, for that I
know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist from
him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or
offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me and I will
warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands
and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee a
third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer."
(27).The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief
dccccxxi.Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay
down on his couch, when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his
yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he
purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing;
and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..So the
thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a stout one, and said to the
thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will come and take thee and
thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy hand is a knife and I am
afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a man? Mar
his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come and take him and cut him
in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest me.' And he
fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help and besought her of deliverance; but she said,
'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made an end of
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him and he swooned away..? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he
came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and
its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that]
it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook,
'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, With thine
eyes' radiance the place thou didst illuminate.As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first
four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and
incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as
might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one
of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed
myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without
abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta
(1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my
"Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender
my warmest thanks..The prince thanked them and said to them, 'God requite you with all good, for indeed ye give me loyal counsel; but whither
would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the abiding-place of thy mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman
Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in marriage, concealed my affair and hid my secret; [and she hath done the
like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but we desire thine advantage, and even if thou tookest service with the folk,
it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought out to him money and gave to him and clad him and fed him and fared on
with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far from the city, and giving him to know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he fared
on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of the king] of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and taking up his abode
therein, betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and the like..? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too
many already have drunken whilere..Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..92. The Foolish
Schoolmaster cccciii.Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..?Story of King Bihkerd..Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on
him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I
beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be
accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go;
I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O
youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed
his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein
with the night..? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought with you
remain..Then I took the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the
whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and
entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and
answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of
his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his
officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a
golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he
mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith,
"This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king,
lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth
and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One
who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his
realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend
dcxliii.When she had made an end of her song and laid down the lute, Ishac looked fixedly on her, then took her hand and offered to kiss it; but she
snatched it from him and said to him, 'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By Allah, I had said that there was not in the world the
like of me; but now I have found my dinar (180) in the craft but a danic, (181) "for thou art, beyond comparison or approximation or reckoning,
more excellent of skill than I! This very day will I carry thee up to the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his glance
lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of womankind. So, Allah, Allah upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou becomest of the household of the
Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget me!' And she replied, saying, 'Allah, O my lord, thou art the source of my fortunes and in thee is my
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heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made a covenant with her of this and she swore to him that she would not forget him..In every rejoicing a
boon (240) midst the singers and minstrels am I, ii. 258.Then he sent for the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was
heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from
me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to
death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed
against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief and the king and the people of his household left not weeping and
repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him
therein..Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw,
in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and
it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted
unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.? ? ? ? ?
c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.So, when the night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp
swords, and went round about the streets and compassed the city, till we came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the
night Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the
watch said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane, came presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells
me that she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she espied this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its
ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be in it a guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter
therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy house." But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is
no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price]. By Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose
street she hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave her with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt."
Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves, to whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with
you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of
price] on her, and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened
and took her in with him..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).So Iblis drank off his cup, and when
he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her.
Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to
his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to
her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.When Ibrahim heard this, he let
fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth that is with us.'
Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father and thou shalt
have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was little], with a
nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse and rent her in
pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last; which when
Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it and behold, it
was scarred..When the morning morrowed, the draper went out, still angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her
changed of colour, pale of face, dejected and heart-broken. [So she questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband
was angered against her (as she supposed) on account of the burns in the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not
concerned; for I have a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by thy life, shall fine-draw [the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced
in her saying and said to her, "And when shall this be?" "To-morrow, if it please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him
to thee, at the time of thy husband's going forth from thee, and he shall mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going
forth from her, returned to the young man and told him what had passed..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its
continuance no jot indeed reck I..When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His
perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened
on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now is my death
[appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair],
behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came to a corner
and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the
running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a lingering
death in this pit.'.THE KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his
slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth
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thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When
she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight
and is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his
due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to
delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of
Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came
forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.101. The
Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo dcclxvi.Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.On this
wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to
Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man,
saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as
filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the Two Sharpers clii.83. The Woman's Trick against her Husband
cccxciii.When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august
king, that.? ? ? ? ? Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, She shines in a dress of the hue of pomegranate flower..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian
Broker's Story cvii.When the morning morrowed, the people went seeking for him, but found him not; and when the king knew this, he was
perplexed concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought for a vizier to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I
have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man, whom he set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon
the kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness,
whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king and restore him to the kingship and we both perish;
wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they
agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him in..Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..Meanwhile, the
wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company
of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and
adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him
with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number
of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate
flourished and his affairs prospered..? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is
pined..At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften
the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third
air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was
intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an
exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to
me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most
High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us
good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O
my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied
he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at
hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi
Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.When I entered the service of this Amir,
(88) I had a great repute and every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode through the city, all the folk would point at me with
their fingers and eyes. It befell one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a wall, considering in myself, there fell
somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89) but I found
not who threw it and I said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell
on me and startled me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made as if I slept, albeit sleep was not with
me..? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..There was once a sage of the sages,
who had three sons and sons' sons, and when they waxed many and their posterity multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So he
assembled them and said to them, 'Be ye one hand (219) against other than you and despise (220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you, and
know that the like of you is as the rope which the man cut, when it was single; then he doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on this wise is division
and union. And beware lest ye seek help of others against yourselves (221) or ye will fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye attain your
desire, (222) his word (223) will have precedence of (224) your word. Now I have wealth which I will bury in a certain place, so it may be a store
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for you, against the time of your need.'.The messenger wished him joy of the bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The
king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace.."And
indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar,
"Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no
favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.4. The Three Apples lxviii.169. Marouf the Cobbler
and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that
make him rue..When it was the second day, the second of the king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God advance the
king! This that yonder youth hath done is a grave matter and a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So Azadbekht bade fetch
the youth, because of the saying of the vizier; and when he came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth! Needs must I slay thee by
the worst of deaths, for indeed thou hast committed a grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king," answered the youth,
"hasten not, for the looking to the issues of affairs is a pillar of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment for the kingship.
Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs, there befalleth him that which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of affairs, there
betideth him of joyance that which betided the merchant's son." "And what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king. "O king,"
answered the youth,.? ? ? ? ? Compared with thine enjoyment, the hardest things are light To win and all things distant draw near and easy be..On
this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her
account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one,"
[naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with
her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth
thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her,
for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so
beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in
concern [on her account]..He found it every way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So
he sat down and ate thereof after the measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat.
Then he sat and the singers also seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the
slave-girls, some of them, sat and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness
of the songs, whilst the pipes cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was
cheered and his breast dilated. So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed,
challenging this one and kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..As for Belehwan,
when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection
upon the child and used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to
him. When he came to five years of age, the king mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length
of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and
whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of
him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:.Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was present before him, he
prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me on thine account
and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a talking-stock among them,
and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed, this very day I mean to shed
thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the
[promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose hands the affairs
[of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him by reason of
Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What counsel ye we
should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let us cast about
for a device, whereby we may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said, 'The king
of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her father slayeth
him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is taken with her,
we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be quit of him, for we
have had enough of his affair.".151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.Thou that
wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the
pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they
beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went
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to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and
what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit,
carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed,
when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his
speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and
riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the
way..When the prince came before him, he sought of him his daughter in marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare
name a man to her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince pitched his tents under the windows of the princess's palace, till one day he got
hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore. Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her
with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then he abode, flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he had with him was
gone and the servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch what may suffice
me and return hither.' And the other answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So they set out to return, but the way was long to them and all that the
prince had with him was spent and his company died and there abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the victual and they
left the rest and fared on. Then there came out a lion and ate the servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast stood still,
whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till his feet swelled..The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose
in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had
betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children
and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater
of wealth and elevation.".I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for
his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.Prisoner and how God gave him
Relief, Story of the, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of
the kings of the Persians, who was passionately addicted to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his
chamberlains, for that she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she
knew him and said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding
yearning and needs must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that
whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire.
So the king went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place.
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