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Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or
answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this
plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse
of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the
following verses:.Ninth Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..So the old man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from
the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him;
whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept together,
till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for
drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be confounded,"
answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen
down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I
am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them
therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee.".?Story of
Abou Sabir..Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my
body to a shred..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE POOR OLD MAN..Sharpers,
The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.On this wise, O King Shah
Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not;
indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the
merchants.".When his sister Selma heard what he said, she could no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him and discovered to him her
case. When he knew her, he threw himself upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which he came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the
Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then they complained to each other of that which they had suffered for the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife
abode wondered at this and Selma's patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O
my lady, all that we are in of gladness is of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode all three in
joy and happiness and delight three days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad in the city that the king had found his brother, who
was lost years agone..THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF KING AZADBEKHT AND HIS SON. (94).? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions
mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".? ? ? ? ? Raiment of silk and sendal, too, he brought to us for
gift, And me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,.? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn
with love and longing; nought in answer can I say..There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself
in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless,
she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance
and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems,
[in case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? The earth
is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..The folk
marvelled at this story and as for the prefect and El Melik ez Zahir, they said, 'Wrought ever any the like of this device?' And they marvelled with
the utterest of wonderment Then arose a third officer and said, 'Hear what betided me, for it is yet stranger and more extraordinary..Then said she to
him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he,
"Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may
solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin
and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me
to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and
carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes
and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat
and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may
not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following verses:.Then I bought of the best and finest of
the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country
to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had
passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of
gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell
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me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).142. El Asmai and the three Girls of
Bassora dclxxxvi.Then the king took counsel with himself to build his son a bath and adorn it with various paintings, so he might show it to him
and divert him with the sight thereof, to the intent that his body might be solaced thereby and that the obsession of travel might cease from him and
he be turned from [his purpose of] removal from his parents. So he addressed himself to the building of the bath and assembling architects and
builders and artisans from all the towns and citadels and islands [of his dominions], assigned them a site and marked out its boundaries. Then the
workmen occupied themselves with the making of the bath and the setting out and adornment of its cabinets and roofs. They used paints and
precious stones of all kinds, according to the variousness of their hues, red and green and blue and yellow and what not else of all manner colours;
and each artisan wrought at his handicraft and each painter at his art, whilst the rest of the folk busied themselves with transporting thither
varicoloured stones..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in
vain..The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind
of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm,
when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that
live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..I was
one day abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons, and
among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me, till I
came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou knewest
me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that God the Most High hath cast the love
of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes that shoot
with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth I have known
thee from childhood.".74. The Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.Issues of Good
and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..144. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid
thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee languishment?.Noureddin thanked him and they
entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his
station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves
thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest
of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth
he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So
he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips;
brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.Numan (En) and the Arab of
the Benou Tai, i. 203..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clviii.? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms'
height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..When he felt the water,
he struck out, and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink;
but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him
up and fared on with him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of
him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him
quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even
as thy case, and he is presently my friend.'.O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from my heart blotted
the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,.When the
king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said
against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..Then he wept again and El Abbas said to him, "Fear not for me, for thou
knowest my prowess and my puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of the land and my good breeding (63) and skill in rhetoric; and
indeed he whose father thou art and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united praiseworthy qualities, the repute whereof hath
traversed the East and the West, thou needest not fear for him, more by token that I purpose but to seek diversion (64) and return to thee, if it be the
will of God the Most High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and [what] of good?" "O father mine," replied El Abbas,
"I have no need of horses or camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will have none go forth with me save my servant Aamir and no
more.".Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And
priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two dinars every
day; and when his affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go, he should not
discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him and take his
money and cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy plight, on condition
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that thou be reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou choosest
that I will keep thy secret and will not speak one syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth
with my brother and cause thee travel with him on the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to the land of
Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may God the Most
High requite thee with good!'.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and
said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself.
As he went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door of the
house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further parley,
we forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots
and candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath
betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures
till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other than the
prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and questioned her
of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell
a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he was
dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..When the evening evened, the king
summoned the vizier and required of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I
should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A
moon of the summer, set in a winter's night..To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited
him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought
her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.His love on him took pity and wept for his
dismay, ii. 210..? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment dccccix.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk
and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.? ? ? ? ? The flames of long desire wax on me day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles of my
fair..Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the apartments of
choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to
his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines
and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she
improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.? ? ? ? ? Compared with thine enjoyment, the hardest
things are light To win and all things distant draw near and easy be..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv.? ? ? ? ? Peace on thee!
Would our gaze might light on thee once more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer sore..Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..One day, as
I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth
I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and
following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed,
thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and
longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart
and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart
cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".So he went out to them and questioned them of their case,
whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El
Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in
quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!"
answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him.
So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked
the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.There was once, of old days, a
king of the kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his [capital] city was called Kuneim Mudoud and his kingdom extended to the confines of Seistan
and from the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He had ten viziers, who ordered his state and his dominion, and he was possessed of judgment and
exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with an eunuch on horseback, holding in his hand the
halter of a mule, which he led along. On the mule's back was a litter of gold-inwoven brocade, garded about with an embroidered band set with
gold and jewels, and over against the litter was a company of horsemen. When King Azadbekht saw this, he separated himself from his companions
and making for the mule and the horsemen, questioned the latter, saying, "To whom belongeth this litter and what is therein?". The eunuch
answered, (for he knew not that he was King Azadbekht,) saying, "This litter belongeth to Isfehend, vizier to King Azadbekht, and therein is his
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daughter, whom he purposeth to marry to Zad Shah the King.".Then he sent for the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God
was heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take
from me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put
them to death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had
transgressed against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief and the king and the people of his household left not
weeping and repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and
buried him therein..? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what while the stars abide..The
old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that
place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne
and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes
slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face
outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women, than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted
Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..1. The Merchant
and the Genie i.On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with
the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him
to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and
largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.The news came to the rest
of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O
Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they
heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and
indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered
themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the
Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?'
Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his
folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of
Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.Midst
colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my master, who saw me pale
and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I went
and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him what
had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took me
up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..Presently,
up came the old woman, whereupon the young man sprang to his feet and laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know
that I entered one of the houses and made the ablution and prayed in the place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I
know not the house in which I prayed, nor have I been directed (59) thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it,
for I know not its owner." When the draper heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost.
Rejoice, for the turban-cloth is with me and in my house." And he arose forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young
man, and the draper made his peace with his wife and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart
was appeased. (60).? ? ? ? ? Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our trusty
fere.Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..19. The Sparrow and the
Peacock clii.? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..AND BOULAC
EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.Then came forward the thirteenth
officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends told me. (Quoth he).? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons'
blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the
merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.'
'What was their case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care,
for long desire to wakefulness a prey..It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving
her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy
son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?"
Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said,
'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er
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Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round
about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and
swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother;
(167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause
of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the
importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose
knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in
to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not
over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she
should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman
prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my
destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth
this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her
intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will
presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.When she had made
an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el
Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?
Except I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with blood their tears ensue..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the
Cause of his Death dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to present (63) good
inclined..When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of
the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..? ? ? ? ? Had
we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The
Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he
committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this
death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the
lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for
nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit,
following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing
it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast
myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.? ? ? ? ? The world is upon me all desolate grown. Alack, my long grief and
forlornness! Who knows.When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said,
"Know, O august king, that.Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had committed.
Then he went and took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him
and went and told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his
father, who came forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him..King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom
and Good were restored to him, i. 285..As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other]
meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of
his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when
the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he
entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had
adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon
with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..121. The Devout Platter-maker and his Wife cccclxviii.Now the king's
vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the
sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension.
She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them
and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer.
Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that
I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath
done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may
beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king
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from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest
thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.So each of them fared on with that which was with him and gave not over going till they met in
one of the inns (33) and each complained to the other of that which he had abidden of travel [in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his
wares. Now each of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the
other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which
was with him [in exchange for the other's ware]; after which they bade each other farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's
sight, they examined their loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found that he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load
of goat's dung; whereupon each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling
their bargain, agreed to enter into partnership and that all that they had of money and other good should be in common between them, share and
share alike..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and
sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in
aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?.[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and the days
ceased not and the nights to transport him from country to country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the cities
thereof, wherein was Galen the Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in quest
of a place where the folk might assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and setting out thereon his drugs
and instruments of medicine, praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he might claim..Azadbekht and
his Son, History of King, i. 61.? ? ? ? ? So hath the Merciful towards Hudheifeh driven you, A champion ruling over all, a lion of great
might..Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a
trait..? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..There was
once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As
time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and
decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do
her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she
abode a while of time..Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF
CASHGHAR. (157).? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and
benign;.Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial
and whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,'
answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked,
blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her
consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed
from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I
knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take
pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating;
wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.When the townsfolk saw this, they
repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him
whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from
you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that
thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not
over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over
her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His
perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her
prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all
countries..69. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.? ? ? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath
left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it lean..There was
once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and
loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and
when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources
against her, he complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her
for this and promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be
of the goodliest of stuffs.".There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had
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brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made
ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of
all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and
verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the
entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he
might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave
Aboulhusn the thousand dinars, saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with
Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and
contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the
tombs..Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and
Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till
the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for
the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest
a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking
his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she
improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire And my rank in the eyes of the people
raise high..The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of
his dominion, thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he
bestowed on me largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms and abode in my former easy and
pleasant case, forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and traffic and put away travail from
my thought and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..After that I tarried
till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and covered
with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone there came a
woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after
this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the
eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.'.Then he called Sitt el
Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and
depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and]
when she came to the house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for
Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and
gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile,
his father and mother came to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he
was become of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced
in reunion with him and he also rejoiced in them..? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my
wishes I attain),.? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou
swor'st thou wast true.".On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide
came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin
Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and
caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the
Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to
Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and
they sought him there and found him not..'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth
well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it
were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman
of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out
for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends
and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and
depart with them..'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve.
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