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? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the

journeyman and the girl. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin

Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and

desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be

below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler

than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his daughter

had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her

by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a

husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter

and fled with her..Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ,

summoning me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons,

sued me for two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced

against me a bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the

loan. So I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this

marvellous?'.92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Far though you dwell, I'll ne'er your neighbourhood forget, O

friends, whose lovers still for you are stupefied..When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade him

[tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and repairing to the

nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and said to her,

"Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten (101) no good

save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right], for that she did with me what thou

knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I bestirred

myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty dinars and

promised me the like thereof every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.? ? ? ? ? m. The

Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE

IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to

wakefulness a prey..Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day, iii. 47..Now there was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high

wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the

bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and

submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and

was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with

them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man who was

lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.The drums of glad tidings

beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them

the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made

mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the

guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault

(126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months..? ? ? ? ? x. The Sandal-wood Merchant

and the Sharpers dciii.? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the Afrit's Mistress dcii."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? And if a creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that

breathe were surely first and sole..? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us to endure estrangement and despair..? ? ? ? ?

Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring and its blooms one day, The face of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..Therewithal the

damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a

willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down

by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first

mode and sang the following verses:.?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY...When the tither heard the old man's speech, he relented towards

him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply I may

get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there met

him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow, for
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I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him, 'If

thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on

account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.'

Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king

thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next

night came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in

the doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed

thee favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if

thou command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay,

but the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he

bade imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me,

for love my body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..Wife, The Old

Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy

reckonest;.Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and

said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have

been present with him many a time and have shown him passages (234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him.

(235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute,

whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on

wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that

she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he

said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that

what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she

had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's

hand..Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the, i. 70.? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've

left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and

dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and

conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they

came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a

vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass

description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had

smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of

every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah,

thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them;

and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the

lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.Then came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not

acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you,

I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I

let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate

its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered,

"Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And

the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz

answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again,

the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to

his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting

with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him

sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are

threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to

himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find

it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he

may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take the whole.'.? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose
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hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and

bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he

granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my own country

and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain

tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and

bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made

head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich

man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I

was somewhat restored..? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..? ? ? ?

? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..When it

was the time of the evening meal, the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him;

and the vizier said, "They avouch, O king, that.When the morning morrowed, the people went seeking for him, but found him not; and when the

king knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought for a vizier to fill his room, and

the king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man, whom he set at the head of

affairs; but he seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new king gave himself up to all

manner of wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king and restore him to the

kingship and we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will publish among the folk

that he is dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him in..11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor

ccxliv.Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might

have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the

merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may

console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By

Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea

parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years

passed..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When

she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After

awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and

with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike,

she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN.

(69).All those who were present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209) and her readiness in

improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest thyself ere the day;

and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who were present of guards, and Tuhfeh abode alone,

pondering the affair of Er Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for her loss, till the dawn

gleamed, when she arose and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in a garden goodlier

than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er Reshid and wept

sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God the Most High that my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at hand!'.Now there

was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said,

'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he

returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a

venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the

damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his

throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a

light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the

palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..? ? ? ? ? Thy

presence honoureth us and we Confess thy magnanimity;.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth

and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So she sat down and the queen called for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid

with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with various kinds of birds and meats of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of

God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and ate of those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had

never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood compassing about the table and she sat conversing and laughing

with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no
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eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.'

When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of

Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand.

Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..When the king heard this from his son, he rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state,

took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his empire. Then he betook himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when

he saw him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him and going down himself to meet him, received him with all worship and

hospitality and entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the palace and causing make ready for them

carpets and cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats

and confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese

and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they

ate till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in

order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds

and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there presented themselves before him a score of

damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such wise that they moved the assembly to delight..Drink

ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man

wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink,

after which she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the

Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the

lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and

returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following

verses:."O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell that in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and her father is

called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have sought

her in marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any one of them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth

unto her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son," answered his father, "thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of children

and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set thee on

the throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters of the kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his father's word

and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire raged in his entrails..So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when

they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a stout one, and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen

[into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will come and take thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he,

'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy hand is a knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife

from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with

thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come and take him and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O

thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick

of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help and besought her of deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou

shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned away..Fair fall the maid

whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..Fuller and his Wife, The, i. 261..Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp,

which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might make his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of

the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants came out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he

drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and

made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station

in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair, so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our

absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered

from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber

and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.Ali of

Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain

have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with

certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's

brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said

to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who

inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to
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him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so

thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig

him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and

loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to

perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and

acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to

bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her

master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.Next morning, up

came the Cadi, with his face like the ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and

cried out and said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in thievery and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and

said, "Why dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the

right be on my side, it will appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is

on thy side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and

trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars.

By Allah, this is none other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her!".? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs,

his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the

Barber's Third Brother xxxii.The folk marvelled at this story and as for the prefect and El Melik ez Zahir, they said, 'Wrought ever any the like of

this device?' And they marvelled with the utterest of wonderment Then arose a third officer and said, 'Hear what betided me, for it is yet stranger

and more extraordinary..35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.Now the singer had entered and the druggist's wife said

to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who came in, in a state of bewilderment,

and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is one which

resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the chest and

falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank and

kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and made

him promise to come to her on the morrow..? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we

may hope again thy sight?".There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station, endowed with understanding and good sense, and his

name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his governance and just in his

judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for him, so that they insinuated

into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot followed after plot, till [at last] the

king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).Now there was in the house a ram, with

which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at

her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the

singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done

suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..It is

said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the

Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had

taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate.

Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he

came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his

bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign.

(155).Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him

allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the

slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse.

Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus

three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they

came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp

and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a homeless

good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless wight..? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the cup, my mates and I, Till in the

Eastward heaven the day-star did appear..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence

and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them
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and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with

aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So

she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..? ? ? ? ? The earth is my

birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the king,

who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..Asleep and

Awake, i. 5..Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward

journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and

returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three

days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return],

safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and

she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five

with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were

certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was

there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..Officer's Story, The Sixteenth, ii. 193..32. The Khalif Hisham and

the Arab Youth dxxxiv.There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had

brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made

ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of

all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and

verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the

entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he

might assemble them; but found none of them in his house.."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who

entered, saying:.On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the

money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the

damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down

and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Couched are their

limber spears, right long and lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I read therein,

my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To

which no lover might himself on any wise resign..? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for

that which he doth say..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with

him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen

and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth

and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier

and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".Now I was drunken and my clothes were drenched with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I

met a thief. When he saw me, he knew me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?" answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with

thee?" So I acquainted him with the case and he took the head from me. Then we went on till we came to the river, where he washed the head and

considering it straitly, said, "By Allah, this is my brother, my father's son. and he used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the

river. As for me, I was like a dead man [for fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".What strength

have I solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20.."There was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and he was a great eater and

drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his made their appearance in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one of his friends said to him,

'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have arms and wealth and men

and am not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than thy wealth and thine arms and

thy men.' But he paid no heed to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and waged war upon him and got the

victory over him and his trust in other than God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him and seeking one of the kings, said

to him, 'I come to thee and lay hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine enemy.'.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what

sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..So the man

returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of

Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let

him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and

answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the

Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".90. The Devout Prince cccci.Things,
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The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.Then he carried him to his house and stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after which he

called an old woman, who was his stewardess, and said to her. 'Take this youth and clap on his neck this iron chain and go round about with him in

all the thoroughfares of the city; and when thou hast made an end of this, go up with him to the palace of the king.' And he said to the youth, 'In

whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a syllable, but acquaint me with her place and thou shall owe her deliverance to none but me.'

The youth thanked him and went with the old woman on such wise as the chamberlain bade him. She fared on with him till they entered the city

[and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to the palace of the king and fell to saying, 'O people of affluence, look on a youth whom the

devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation from [a like] affliction!' And she ceased not to go round about with him till she came to the

eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the slave-girls came out to look upon him and when they saw him they were amazed at his beauty and

grace and wept for him..? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I

pray..? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am I..?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S

STORY..When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are

assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the

prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and

lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most

High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is

shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they

tell that.Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..Then I arose and fared on a day and a night,

till I came to the house of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah,

thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed

thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou

where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants'

burial-place..So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became

disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was

certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and

brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave

to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most

High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put

him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had

believed..He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and

he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there

remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more

extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after

the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for

joy; after which she improvised and sang the following verses:.16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.51. The Woman

whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.Then she gave out

among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the

city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him,

[escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they

presented themselves before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of

those who had foregone him of the kings..? ? ? ? ? So fell and fierce my stroke is, if on a mountain high It lit, though all of granite, right through its

midst 'twould shear..? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy

spright..? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still rageth, concealed; A

moon, in the hearts of the folk he riseth, and not in the sky..When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the

king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which

they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode

thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming

forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the

measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war

and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him

and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting
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forth his virtues and excellences..When he heard this, he came up to me and looking in my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother,

the son of my mother and father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me from my bonds and kissed my head, and behold it was my friend who used to

borrow money of me. When I kissed his head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and money

and restored to me all that had been taken from me] nor was aught missing to me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with

lemons therein, and gave me to drink thereof; and the company came and seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and

my brother, now have bread and salt passed between us and thou hast discovered our secret and [become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are

safe] with the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten child, I will not name aught [of this] neither denounce [you!*]' And they assured

themselves of me by an oath. Then they brought me out and I went my way, scarce crediting but that I was of the dead..? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine

lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and

caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.Then said

the king, "How long wilt thou beguile us with thy prate, O youth? But now the hour of thy slaughter is come." And he bade crucify him upon the

gibbet. [So they carried him to the place of execution] and were about to hoist him up [upon the cross,] when, behold, the captain of the thieves,

who had found him and reared him, (141) came up at that moment and asked what was that assembly and [the cause of] the crowds gathered there.

They told him that a servant of the king had committed a great crime and that he was about to put him to death. So the captain of the thieves

pressed forward and looking upon the prisoner, knew him, whereupon he went up to him and embraced him and clipped him and fell to kissing him

upon his mouth. Then said he, "This is a boy whom I found under such a mountain, wrapped in a gown of brocade, and I reared him and he fell to

stopping the way with us. One day, we set upon a caravan, but they put us to flight and wounded some of us and took the boy and went their way.

From that day to this I have gone round about the lands in quest of him, but have not lighted on news of him [till now;] and this is he.".? ? ? ? ?

What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still to hear?
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