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he corrects and those of wandering mind..Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205.."O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell
that in the land of Irak is awoman of the daughters of the kings, and her father is called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for
beauty and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have sought her in marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any
one of them. Wherefore | am minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth unto her, and | beseech thee suffer meto go to her." "O my son,”
answered his father, "thou knowest that | have none other than thyself of children and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails;
nay, | cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and | purpose to set thee on the throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters
of the kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his father's word and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst
thefireraged in his entrails..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dcccexxi.102. The Apples of Paradise cccexii.Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the
wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. Asfor Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed
and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.It is as the jasmine, when it |

Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes cccexix.Unjust King and the Tither, The, i. 272.Seventh VVoyage of Sindbad the Sailor,
The, iii. 224..Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and
vouchsafed him that night's respite..Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..? ??? ? How long shall 1, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What

was the night-season. So the soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them thieves and fell
in on them with swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to flight], whilst the
man who was going to slaughter fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found himself in athicket
and there came out upon him alion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to atree and tearing it up by

own land, to visit thee, | came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that spread..91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in
Love by Report ccccii.But for the spying of the eyes|[ill-omened,] we had seen, i. 50..Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us,

is still the same. When such afever fills the heart, what |each can make it whole?.?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY ..??? ? ? Then, after
them came | to thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.When his brother saw him on thiswise, he
doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance from his people and family and said to him, '‘Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But
he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting
himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife and with her ten black slaves and as many
dave-girls. Each dave laid hold of adamsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and] did the like with the queen; and when they had
done their occasions, they all returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and
he was made whole of his malady, little by little..?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHY SICIAN BY HISWIFE'S
COMMANDMENT..Then said she to him, "O elder, | would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who
bade thee fetch that?' Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'l| would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, | want wine, the delight of
the soul, so haply, O elder, | may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and | a
stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds!
"Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?"' "Because," answered he, "it isunlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath
forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?' Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and
she said, "Thisisthejuice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "L eave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house."
"O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement.” (33)
Quoth he, "Thisis athing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?* And she recited the following
verses..When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, '‘By Allah, all these things have betided by the
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ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she
came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and
sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings
[of her lost hushand]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing ams and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry
ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode awhole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy;
wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet

if she herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would know;.Abbaside, Jaafer ben Y ehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih
the, i. 183..Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw | nor heard thy like
in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am | that thou shouldst say all thisto me?
Indeed, thisis but of thy kindness.' ‘Nay, by Allah," exclaimed he, ‘| said but the truth to thee and | am none of those on whom pretence imposeth.
These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and thisis nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of
strength in the craft and self-restraint.’ Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience." So she took the lute and tightening its
strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode
and sang thereto the following verses..Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would establish her innocence in the eyes of her
husband and the folk. So He sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew aremedy for him; wherefore he said to his
brother, ' In such acity is a pious woman, arecluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry meto her, that she may pray for me and God (to
whom belong might and majesty) may make me whole of this sickness." Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with him, till they came to the
village where dwelt the old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she
recovered]..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him,
because of his mistress, and hislonging for her redoubled and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger,
bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and
she said to him, 'With me islonging the like of that which iswith thee, and | misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him;
but | will give thee al my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, | and thou, to thy father.".? ?
???t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What
shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, hiswife, saw
him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding regret?' Quoth he, "Thou knowest
the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?' "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Y onder youths, who have halted in the palace court, are his
mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Y emen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for heis come with his army to seek him,
and the number of histroopsis [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore for
him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and |odge them [in the palace] and entertain
them..? ???? A firein mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh meto
slay..One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay
down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless
and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his
scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself
stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half adirhem's
worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread." So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought]
and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers
and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon
everything in the shop..? ? ? ? ? My juice among kingsis still drunken for wine And a present am | betwixt friends, young and old..112. Aboulhusn

had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.'
'‘By Allah, O my lord," answered she, 'thou sayst sooth." And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what | have brought with me.' So he looked and
saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones and great pearls
and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es
Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar
possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the crown, that was on the
head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays
wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to
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describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food | was fashioned and made; The hands of the noble me
wrought and inlaid..Then they betook themselves to a place without the city, where he builded him amansion of solid stone and white plaster and
stopped itsinner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep and wipe, for fear
of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife saw it, she said,
"Thisisthat which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [l conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own hand.' Her husband
forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of wood and smoteit. The
wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it swelled. Then her arm swelled
also and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or

your dwelling-place, and thus My tears flow on unceasingly, my sighs know no relent..When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his
haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced,
and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the
servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and
he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the
prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise
was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to
be hasty in putting me to death, for that | am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape
[thee].".Quoth the king, "Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together? 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman,
and the king sat with him till he had made an end of histillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the
other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but
the king concealed their affair and said to him, "Thisis a man from my country and heis as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and
helped him for awage, wherewith they supported themselves along while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its
people suffered of straitness and oppression..? ? ? ? ?1. The Foolish Fisherman dcccexviii.' Twere fitter and better my lovesthat | leave, For, if the
eye see not, the heart will not grieve.. Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and
sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the
strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses..?????1'll lay Upon
their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came
round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till | came to myself,] when | arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said
to him, "Thou seest that suspicion isfallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down
under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and hislimbs
smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we
departed from him in peace, whilst | said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".Y e know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and

wit, Y et perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had wandered
from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing
goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled and
asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome
recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..? ?? ? ?
How long shall | for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are bent!.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the

to be viceroy in Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier
kissed the earth and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked
before him, and saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures
galore. Then he took leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the
townspeople met him and rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He
sat down on the throne of his kingship and the viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be
vouchsafed justice and victory and length of continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and
they made him Sultan over them..They knew him forthright and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in
good sooth, thou art aking and the son of a king, and we desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance. Consider how
God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this but thy
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destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again into thine
enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the Most High
[to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not suffer thee live a single hour..When the druggist heard the singer's words,
he was certified of the case and knew that the calamity, all of it, wasin his own house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt,
whereupon he redoubled in certainty and said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her? 'Y es, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him,
went away; whereupon the druggist started up, as he were amadman, and ungarnished his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won
to the house, and presently up came the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade
him and said to him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200) and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him
and she went down to her husband and opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and went round about the house, but found no one and
overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating and swore that he would not go forth of the house till the morrow..When the king heard this story, he
was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to |eave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so he comforted him and bade him
withdraw to hislodging..153. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persiaiccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ?f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the

? They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Y ea, they have left me, but my heart of them doth not complain..Shehrzad and
Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him awhole
year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and
they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she
fetched arazor and shaved al their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went
out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon them."".Presently, up came the Khalif and
the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when
the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was
grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before
Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and | gave him a hundred dinars
and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and | will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall
bein stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is| who have beaten thee and
gotten thy stake.".? ?? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof | do complain..After this, news
cameto the king of robbersin hisland; so he set out in quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold,
they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when
they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, "Where are the two boys ye took on such a day? Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will
present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of al that we
possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service." Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them
all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying,
‘Verily, thisis a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of
peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth them!".Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..????? Yea, he thou
lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride.. Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this
isan excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him with the kerchief
and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in to the Lady
Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight isthis [in which | see thee]? What is thy
story and what maketh thee weep?' And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and mayst
thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelial For heis dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelial" And she wept
for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay

cease, Nor can my lids lay hold on sleep, that Sees from them away..When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the
[promised] story. So he said, "It iswell. Know, O king, that.?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF
THINGS..On this wise they abode months and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thustill the cook's brother came to the town in his ship,
and with him Selim. So he landed with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him]. When she saw him, she augured well of
him; so she bought him from the cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then she fell to proving him in his parts and
making assay of himin hisaffairsand found in him all that isin kings' sons of understanding and breeding and goodly manners and qualities..? ? ?
??But rigour still hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath |left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..? ? ?? ? 1 supplicate Him, who
parted us and doomed Our separation, that we may meet again..Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart
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and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a
Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion? ' It iswell,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy
(23) and | saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are enamoured of aman and are
distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, | saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore | knew that the patient was her husband. Asfor his
strangerhood, | observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore | knew that she was a stranger; and in the
mouth of the phial | espied ayellow rag, (25) whereby | knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first
day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath
day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On thiswise | was directed and guessed that which thou
hast heard.'.The Tenth Night of the Month..? ??? ? Y our coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" | hail. Y our sight to me
gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;. Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and
indeed passion waxed upon her. After along while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her athird time and bade her sing. So she took the lute
and sang the following verses..(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So | became his boon-companion and entertained him by night [with stories and the
like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me a separate
lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So | abode with him awhile of time and
every night | caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise
[and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than | and hold not aloof from my presence.”
And | made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".?? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.87. EIl Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt

Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..There was once a man of the Arabs who had a number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never
was seen afairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father
married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased
not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..? ?? ? ? ¢. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxIvi.When Dabdin heard this, he burnt
with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy
continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at thistime; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of
the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the
king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king,
'‘By Allah, thou sayst sooth!" Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on acamel to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away,
and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the desert, |eft her there without victual or water
and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..Then she
wept and the old woman with her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his eyes bound and swollen for the binding. So
she covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she condoled with her and going out from her,
ran without ceasing till she came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to
the Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and to thisill-omened slave, who presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour,
"This old woman lieth; for | saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it waswho lay dead.” "It isthou that liest,” rejoined the stewardess, "and
wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady
believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged at him and at his speech and
wept..Then she gave out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him.
Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst al the king's household [went out to meet him
and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state
attend his assembly; so they presented themselves before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made
them forget the breeding of those who had foregone him of the kings.
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