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Junior liked women who drank a lot. They were usually amorous or at least unresistant..A cause now apparent, the fear explained, Agnes held her

baby more tightly. So new to the world, he seemed already to be slipping away from her, captured by the whirlpool of a demanding destiny..Further

preparation-the purchase of gold coins and diamonds, the establishment of false identities-had to be delayed due to the hives. An hour short of

dawn, Junior was awakened by a fierce itching not limited to his phantom toe. His entire body, over every plane and into every crevice, prickled

and tingled and burned as with fever-and itched..From the plush pillowy shadows of the bed, Barty said, "Oh, look. Christmas lights.".One

problem: Nolly Wulfstan, Quasimodo without a hump, probably repaired to this convenient club after work, to down a few beers, because this was

surely as close as he would ever get to a halfway attractive woman. The detective would think that he and Junior were here for the same reason-to

gawk at nearly naked babes and store up enough images of bobbling breasts to get through the night-and he would not be able to comprehend that

for Junior the attraction was the dance, the intellectual thrill of experiencing a new cultural phenomenon..What might have become a waiting game

of epic duration was ended when the door to the room swung inward, and a doctor in a white lab coat entered from the corridor. He was

backlighted by fluorescent glare, his face in shadow, like a figure in a dream.."If I had a wife, she wouldn't feel too lucky. I'm not of the persuasion

that wants a wife, dear.".By Thursday, September 23, due to Junior's accident and surgery, the draft board-which had reinstated his I -A status after

he'd lost the exemption that had come with his former job as a rehabilitation therapist-agreed to schedule a new physical examination in

December.."I'm not going anywhere," she pledged. She had realized that his voice was growing heavy with sleep. "But it's time for you to go to

dreamland.".body on the flight out of San Francisco. When finally her obligations were met, she."You're all right, we've got you now." His soft yet

reverberant voice was so unearthly that his words seemed to convey an assurance more profound and more comforting than their surface

meaning..From childhood, Celestina was encouraged to be confident that life had meaning, and when she'd needed to share that belief with Dr.

Lipscomb as he struggled to come to terms with his experience in the operating room, she'd done so without hesitation. Strangely, however, she

herself was having difficulty absorbing these two small miracles..To the phone, the police. No dial tone. Pointless to rattle the disconnect switch.

The line had been cut..To Dr. Parkhurst, Vanadium said, "In my work, I see lots of people who've just lost loved ones. None of them has ever

puked like Vesuvius.".Celestina slammed the door, pressed the lock button in the knob, shoved-rocked-muscled the dresser in front of the door,

astonished by her own strength, and heard Angel speaking into the phone: "Mommy's moving furniture."."One of the things I was searching for in

your house was a life insurance policy on your wife. I didn't find one. Didn't find any canceled checks for the premium, either."."-called himself

King Obadiah, Pharaoh of the Fantastic. He traveled all over the country playing nightclubs-".Regrettably, at 2:00 A.M., February 28, waking alone

in Tammy's bed, Junior sought her out and found her snacking in the kitchen. Forsaking a fork in favor of her fingers, she was eating a.The driver

shook his head. "I knew everything anyone would need to know about you when I heard you ask your kid what would happen if the stupid

boogeyman showed up in her dream."."He's here as sure as I am, Barty. He's very busy, with a whole universe to run, so many people to look after,

not just here but on other planets, like you've been reading about.".In the kitchen were a radio, a toaster, a coffeepot, two place settings of cheap

flatware, a small mismatched collection of thrift-shop plates and bowls and mugs, and a freezer full of TV dinners and English muffins..Even

Agnes was briefly unnerved to the extent that she said, "Enough of this. It's not fun anymore.".His request felt like an assault. Agnes almost rocked

backward as though struck..The cemetery had been mown for the holiday. The scent of fresh cut grass grew more intense the longer Agnes met her

son's radiant green-blue gaze, until the fragrance became exquisitely sweet..A cheer went up from family and friends, and Agnes could only

imagine what it must feel like to be Barty, both blind and blessed, his heart as rich in courage as in kindness..Grace, of course, was a strong woman

for whom faith was an armor against far worse than embarrassment. Celestina knew that Mom would suffer immeasurably more heartache by

remaining in Oregon than what pain she might experience at her daughter's side, but Phimie was too young, too naive, and too frightened to grasp

that in this matter, as in all others, her mother was a pillar, not a reed.."We've mapped three routes to the top," Angel said, "and each offers

different challenges. Barty's eventually going to climb all of them, but he's starting with the hardest.".Because she'd enjoyed some limited use of

her right arm, it was less wasted than her left, although not normal. Paul pulled down that sleeve of her pajamas..After Bellini left, Tom questioned

Celestina extensively, with an emphasis on Phimie's rape. Although the subject was painful, she was grateful for the questions. Without this

distraction, in spite of her well of hope, she might have allowed her imagination to fashion terror after terror, until Wally had died a hundred times

over in her mind.."It's what?" asked the detective, for with the exception of his teeth, he was not a self-improved individual..Before he taught

himself to read books, he also taught himself numbers, and then how to read a clock. The significance of time had a more profound impact on him

than Agnes could understand, perhaps because acquiring an awareness of the infinite nature of the universe and the finite nature of each human

life-and fully understanding the implications of this knowledge-takes most of us till early adulthood if not later, whereas for Barty, the vast glories

of the universe and the comparatively humble nature of human existence were recognized, contemplated, and absorbed in a matter of weeks..By the

time they reached the seventh painting, alcohol and rich French cuisine and Jack Lientery's powerful art combined to devastate Frieda. She

shuddered, leaned with one hand on a canvas, hung her head, and committed an act of bad PR.."You can't take much of anything by mouth for a

few hours yet," said the nurse. "Nausea is too great a risk. Retching might start you hemorrhaging again.".He realized that like so many women,
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Seraphim wanted it, asked for it-yet had no place in her self-image to accommodate the truth that she was sexually aggressive. She wanted to think

of herself as shy, demure, virginal, as innocent as a minister's daughter ought to be which meant that to get what she wanted, she required Junior to

be a brute. He was happy to oblige..In the minister's house, Junior had seen no indications of a sister. No family photos, no high-school graduation

portrait proudly framed. Of course, he had not been interested in their family, for he had been all-consumed by Seraphim..The previous day, Jacob

and Edom had driven back to Bright Beach, to prepare for Barty's arrival. Now they hurried down the back porch steps and across the lawn, as

Maria followed the driveway past the house and parked near the detached garage at the rear of the deep property..The wedding reception-big, noisy,

and joyous-spread across the three properties without fences. His mother's name was so often mentioned, her presence so strongly felt in all the

lives that she had touched, that sometimes it seemed that she was actually there with them..Eventually, dinner over, cleanup finished, when Maria

and the uncles had gone, Agnes and Barty faced the stairs together. She followed, holding his cane, which he said he preferred not to use in the

house, prepared to catch him if he stumbled.."Maybe." In truth, Tom didn't believe that any of this could be learned even by one adept taking

instruction from another adept. They were born with the same special perception, but with different and strictly limited abilities to interact with the

multiplicity of worlds that they could detect. He wasn't able to explain even to himself how he could send a coin or other small object Elsewhere; it

was something he just felt, and each time that the coin vanished, the authenticity of the feeling was proved. He suspected that when Barty walked

where the rain wasn't, the boy employed no conscious techniques; he simply decided to walk in a dry world while otherwise remaining in this wet

one-and then he did. Woefully incomplete wizards, sorcerers with just a trick or two each, they had no secret tome of enchantments and spells to

teach to an apprentice..She closed her eyes, and he thought that she was gone, but then she opened them again. "There is one place beyond all the

ways things are.".Surprising himself more than anyone, Edom also presented his collection to the university. Out with tornadoes, hurricanes, tidal

waves, earthquakes, and volcanoes; bring in the roses. He lightly renovated his small apartment, painted it in brighter colors, and throughout the

autumn, he stocked his bookshelves with volumes on horticulture, excitedly planning a substantial expansion of the rosarium come spring..Because

he genuinely liked women and hoped always to please them, always to be discreet and chivalrous and giving, Junior did as she wished, spinning a

vivid account of the grisly vengeance he would take if ever Seraphim told anyone what he'd done to her. Vlad the Impaler, the historical inspiration

for Brain Stoker's Dracula--thank you, Book-of-the-Month Club--could not have imagined bloodier or more horrific tortures and mutilations than

those that Junior promised to visit upon the reverend, his wife, and Seraphim herself Pretending to terrorize the girl excited him, and he was

perceptive enough to see that she was equally excited by pretending to be terrorized..As a recreational site, Quarry Lake could be judged only a

partial success. During the mining operation, trees were cleared well back from the edge of the dig, so that much of the shore would be unshaded

on a hot summer day. And along half the strand, signs were posted warning Ungraded Shore: Immediate Deep Water. In places, where lake met

land, the bottom lay over a hundred feet below..This show was hopeless, disastrous, stupid, foolish, painful, lovely, wonderful, glorious,

sweet..Hesitantly, the ivory tickler shook hands. "I'm ... uh ... I'm Ned Gnathic. Everyone calls me Neddy.".Nevertheless, he stepped away from the

wall, and with his hands extended to full arm's length, he turned, feeling the lightless world around him. Nothing. No one.."I can do this with just a

very little Novocain," she said, "so your mouth won't be numb for dinner."."Who is this?" he demanded, although for a demand, the words came

out too thin, too squeaky..Off the hard surfaces of cabinets, refrigerator, and ovens, the twin reports crashed and rattled. The windowpanes briefly

thrummed..The paramedic put aside the needle, having used it, and grabbed the paddles of a.Speaking of bosoms, everywhere in the loft were

braless girls in sweaters and miniskirts, braless girls in T-shirts and miniskirts, braless girls in silk-lined rawhide vests and jeans, braless girls in

tie-dyed sash tops, with bared midriffs, and calypso pants. Lots of guys moved through the crowd, too, but Junior barely noticed

them..Occasionally he woke in the night and heard himself murmuring the mantra aloud, which apparently he had been repeating ceaselessly in his

sleep. "Find the father, kill the son." In April, Junior discovered three Bartholomews. Investigating these targets, prepared to commit homicide, he

learned that none had a son named Bartholomew or had ever adopted a child..Lord, listen to me-but I've really got to know if you can, if you are,

how you feel, whether you feel, I mean, whether you think you could feel--".The detective wasn't the only person in the world who liked "Someone

to Watch over Me." Anyone in the lounge might have requested it. Or maybe this number was part of the pianist's usual repertoire..When the

ophthalmologist saw her misery, his kind face softened further, and his pity became palpable..Oregon State Police might find at least one reason to

be suspicious of the tragic scenario that he was creating. He didn't know much about the technology that police might employ at a crime scene, and

he knew even less about forensic pathology. He was just doing the best job he could..out of hand. "Well ... yes, I suppose so." Spineless, unethical

quack bastard, Junior thought bitterly..Instead, he imagined Vanadium's blunt fingers moving over the intravenous apparatus with surprising

delicacy, reading the function of the equipment as a blind man would read Braille with swift, sure, gliding fingertips. He imagined the detective

finding the injection port in the main drip line, pinching it between thumb and forefinger. Saw him produce a hypodermic needle as a magician

would pluck a silk scarf from the ether. Nothing in the syringe except deadly air. The needle sliding into the port ...."You'd never cheat me. I know

you. We'd have Christmas twice a year and parties for half birthdays.".Finding nothing more of interest in the study, he considered searching the

rest of the house..Junior hadn't noticed when the detective stopped turning the coin across his knuckles..In spite of her nature, Agnes could not find

forgiveness in her heart this time. Words of absolution clotted in her throat. Her bitterness dismayed her, but she could not deny it..Instead of

immediately killing anyone, Junior returned to his apartment on the afternoon of December 29, and went to bed, fully clothed. To calm down. To
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think about focus..With only a faint twinge of sentimental longing, he drove away from the house that had been his and Naomi's love nest for

fourteen blissful months.."What do you think of the exhibition," Junior asked, taking one step toward the musician, crowding him..Olive

complexion, no less smooth than the skin of a calamata. Eyes as lustrous as pools shimmering with a reflection of eternity and stars..which was

beginning to come into view, was as sharp as pins and needles, sheer torture to her eyes..In his seventies but vigorous and full of fun, Sparky liked

to take an occasional jaunt to Reno, to pump the slot machines and try a few hands of blackjack. The off-the-record, tax-free monthly checks from

Simon were gratefully received, ensuring the old man's cooperation with the conspiracy..Junior took one of the boxed guns, a 9-mm semiautomatic.

Months would probably pass before she noticed the pistol missing from the back of her closet, and by then she wouldn't know who had taken

it.."Thank you, Nurse Bressler," he said most solemnly, matching her tone, barely able to control the urge to glance at her, smile, and give her

another preview of his quick, pink tongue..The full nature of the nightmare continued to elude him, but he became convinced that good reason for

his fear existed, that the dream had been more than a dream. He had a nemesis named Bartholomew not merely in dreams, but in the real world,

and this Bartholomew had something to do with ... babies..We cherish the old stories for their changelessness. Arthur dreams eternally in Avalon.

Bilbo can go "there and back again," and "there" is always the beloved familiar Shire. Don Quixote sets out forever to kill a windmill... So people

turn to the realms of fantasy for stability, ancient truths, immutable simplicities..Dr. Chan's manner remained professional, providing the strength

that Agnes required, but his pain was evident when his gentle voice softened further: "These tumors are so advanced, we won't know until surgery

if the malignancy has spread. We may already be too late. And if we aren't too late, we'll have only a small window of opportunity. A small

window. Eight days would entail too much risk.".He rolled Neddy onto one side, but no gold watch lay underneath, so he let the musician flop onto

his back again..Nevertheless, Junior was thrilled to hear the name Bartholomew, and to know that the boy of whom Celestina spoke was the

Bartholomew of Bartholomews, the menacing presence in his unremembered dream, the threat to his fortune and future that must be

eliminated..Maria Elena Gonzalez-no longer a seamstress in a dry-cleaners, but proprietor of Elena's Fashions, a small dress shop one block off the

town square-joined Agnes, Barty, Edom, and Jacob on Christmas.If someone were here in the hallway with him, it couldn't be Angel, because she

would be chattering enthusiastically in one voice or another. Uncle Jacob would never tease him like this, and no one else was in the house..Focus,

Caesar Zedd teaches, is the sole quality that separates millionaires from the flea-ridden, sore-pocked, urine-soaked winos who five in cardboard

boxes and discuss vintages of Ripple with their pet rats. Millionaires have it, winos don't. Likewise, nothing but the ability to focus separates an

Olympic athlete from a cripple who lost his legs in a car wreck. The athlete has focus, and the cripple doesn't. After all, Zedd notes, if the cripple

had it, he would have been a better driver, an Olympic athlete, and a millionaire..Again he fired into the lock, squeezed the trigger a second time,

and discovered that no rounds remained in the magazine. Extra cartridges were distributed in his pockets..ice bags. I almost laughed at his tendency

to morbidness and self dramatization. The living dead had not come to get him: just some rubber ice bags.."She reads too much hard-boiled

detective fiction," Nolly said. "And lately, she's talking about writing it.".Bartholomew's genius might have been intimidating, even off-putting, if

he'd not been as much child as child genius. Likewise, he would have been wearisome if impressed by his own gifts.."Loved her? Of course I loved

her. Naomi was beautiful and so kind ... and funny. She was the best ... the best thing that ever happened to me.".This wasn't the same Enoch Cain

whom Vanadium had known three years ago in Spruce Hills. That man had been utterly ruthless but not a wild, raging animal, coldly determined

but never obsessive. That Cain had been too calculating and too self-controlled to have been swept into the emotional frenzy required to produce

this blood graffiti and to act out the symbolic mutilation of Bartholomew with a knife..Celestina hardly knew Paul, and although he'd saved her

mother's life, his offer raised a look of doubt from her..Permissions Department, Harcourt, Inc., 6277 Sea Harbor Drive, Orlando, Florida

32887-6777. www.harcourt.com "Darkrose and Diamond" first appeared in The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction.."Don't worry, love. I'll

make sure the snap's are constructed so you can get it off me easily enough.".He shook so badly that he couldn't remove the cap from the bottle. He

was proud to be more sensitive than most people, to be so full of feeling, but sometimes sensitivity was a curse..At the elevators, the orderly

suggested that Edom and Jacob take a second cab and meet them on the surgical floor.."I can't sleep half the time," Deed said, twisting the baseball

cap in his hands. "I've lost weight, and I'm so nervous, jumpy.".For a moment, Junior drew a blank on Renee. Reluctantly, he trolled the past and

fished up the painful memory: the gorgeous transvestite in the Chanel suit, heir or heiress to an industrial-valve fortune..quiet pool, sweet with the

fragrance of jasmine. Under the huge spreading oak. Grass oiled to a glossy green by the.IN GOOD DARK SUITS, clean-shaven, as polished as

their shoes, carrying valises, the three arrived in Junior's hospital room even before the usual start of the working day, wise men without camels,

not bearing gifts, but willing to pay a price for grief and loss. Two lawyers and a high-level political appointee, they represented the state, the

county, and the insurance company in the matter of the improperly maintained railing on the observation platform at the fire tower.."Soon as Cain

is out of sight, we yank up our tricky vending machines, then haul the real ones out of the van and bolt 'em down again. Slick, fast. People are still

picking up quarters when we finish. And get this-they want to know where the camera is."."So where he threw the quarter," Barty said, as Angel

listened intently and nodded her head, "wasn't really into Gunsmoke, 'cause that's not a place, it's just a show. See, maybe he threw it into a place

where I'm not blind, or into a place where he doesn't have that messed-up face, or a place where for some reason you never came here today.

There's more places than anybody could ever count, even me, and I can count pretty good. That's what you feel, right-all the ways things are?".A

smoldering cigarette, usually dangling aslant from one corner of a hard mouth set in a cynical sneer, was standard issue for tough-guy gumshoes,
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but Nolly didn't smoke. His failure to develop this bad habit resulted in a less satisfyingly murky atmosphere than the clients of a private dick might

expect..By the grace of Caesar Zedd and Remy Martin, Junior eventually slipped into undulant currents of sleep, and as he drifted away on those

velvet tides, he took some solace from the thought that come what may, December 29 would be a better day than December 28.."Can't change your

own form, even seemingly?"."I know how to build boats, how to sail boats.".Phimie's eyes widened, her hand tightened painfully on her sister's

hand, her entire body convulsed, thrashed, and she cried, "Unnn, unnn, unnn!".Bolting up from the couch-"Mom, are you there?"--she turned to

Tom, her face collapsing in a ghastly expression.
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