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Charmed by the vulnerability of the young, he'd never slept with an older woman. The prospect intrigued him. She would have tricks in her
repertoire that younger women were too inexperienced to know..Luck favored Paul: The hero was here, having breakfast. He and two other men
were deep in conversation at a comer table..Reflections of those tracks appeared as stigmatic tears on the long face of the physician..Either Obadiah
intuited Agnes's fear or he was motivated by her kindness to reveal his method, after all. "I'm embarrassed to say what you saw wasn't real
magician's work. Crude deception. I chose the ace of diamonds exactly because it represents wealth in fortune-telling, so it's a positive card that
people respond well to. The ace with your boy's name was prepared beforehand, inserted face up toward the bottom of the deck, so a middle cut
wouldn't reveal it.".In the living room, he removed a decorative pillow from the sofa. He carried it into the foyer..There were effective actions and
ineffective actions, socially acceptable and unacceptable behavior, wise and stupid decisions that could be made. But if you wanted to achieve
maximum self-realization, you had to understand that any choice you made in life was entirely value neutral. Morality was a primitive concept,
useful in earlier stages of societal evolution, perhaps, but without relevance in the modem age..Maybe the bright side was that the musician hadn't
either wet his pants or taken a dump while in his death throes. Sometimes, during a comparatively slow death like strangulation, the victim lost
control of all bodily functions. He'd read it in a novel, something from the Book-of-the-Month Club and therefore both life-enriching and reliable.
Probably not Eudora Welty. Maybe Norman Mailer. Anyway, the men's room didn't smell as fresh as a flower shop, but it didn't reek, either..By
lunch, he had turned the final page, and he was so full of the tale that he seemed to have no room for food. While his mother kept reminding him to
eat, he regaled her with the details of John Thomas Stuart's great adventures with Lummox, as though every word that Heinlein had written were
not science fiction, but truth..Lipscomb shifted his gaze from the street below to the source of the rain. "Phimie was not gone long, perhaps a
minute-a minute and ten seconds at most-and when she was with us again, it was clear from her condition that the cardiac arrest was most likely
secondary to a massive cerebral incident. She was disoriented, paralysis on the right side ... with the distortion of the facial muscles that you saw.
Her speech was slurred at first, but then something strange happened. . ..She proceeded down the shadowy center aisle, genuflected at the chancel
railing, and went to the votive rack..Junior Cain definitely was not a crazed sex-killer, not driven to homicide by weird lusts beyond his control. A
single night of sex and death-an indulgence never to be repeated-wouldn't require serious self-examination or a reconsideration of his
self-image..There was a valuable lesson to be learned from the encounter with Renee Vivi: Many things in this life are not what they first appear to
be. To Junior, however, the lesson was not worth learning if he had to live with the vivid memory of his humiliation..THE CRISP CRACKLE of
faux flames, the way they made them in the days of radio dramas, back in the 1930s and '40s, when he was a boy: cellophane.."Your mind is as
fascinating as ever," he said. "Your soul as beautiful. Listen, Per, since we were thirteen, I was never primarily interested in your body. You flatter
yourself shamelessly if you think it was all that special even before the polio.".deodar cedars with layers of drooping branches surrounded the
place, and usually they seemed sheltering, but now they loomed, ominous..He had difficulty picturing the detective puttering in the garden on
weekends. Unless there were bodies buried under the roses..What he learned working with his father and uncle in the shipyard he could use, at
least; and he was becoming a good craftsman, even his father would admit that.."When I couldn't get enough nightclub and theater bookings for my
magic act anymore ... I turned to gambling.".The guesswork of a wizard is close to knowledge, though he may not know what it is he knows. The
first sign of Otter's gift, when he was two or three years old, was his ability to go straight to anything lost, a dropped nail, a mislaid tool, as soon as
he understood the word for it. And as a boy one of his dearest pleasures had been to go alone out into the countryside and wander along the lanes or
over the hills, feeling through the soles of his bare feet and throughout his body the veins of water underground, the lodes and knots of ore, the lay
and interfolding of the kinds of rock and earth. It was as if he walked in a great building, seeing its passages and rooms, the descents to airy
caverns, the glimmer of branched silver in the walls; and as he went on, it was as if his body became the body of earth, and he knew its arteries and
organs and muscles as his own. This power had been a delight to him as a boy. He had never sought any use for it. It had been his secret..A
dumpster and a dead musician had humbled him as thoroughly as he had ever been humbled before, as completely as violent nervous emesis and
volcanic diarrhea had humbled him, and he had no tolerance for being humbled. Humility is for losers..He knew for a fact that Seraphim had died
in childbirth. He had seen the gathering of Negroes at her funeral in the cemetery, the day of Naomi's burial. He had heard Max Bellini's message
on the maniac cop's Ansaphone..From time to time, customers had crossed the cocktail lounge to drop folding money into a fishbowl atop the
piano, tips for the musician. A few had requested favorite -tunes..Just as the man turned away, Junior got a glimpse of what he wore under a
London Fog raincoat. Between the lapels of the coat: a white shirt with a wing collar, a black bow tie, the suggestion of black-satin lapels like those
on a tuxedo jacket..He never passed through a phase during which he grew resistant to hugging or kissing. He was a hand-holding, cuddling boy to
whom displays of affection came easily..Celestina breezed through the open door with Angel. "No vanilla wafers. You'll be up all night with a
sugar rush.".Startled, he braked to a halt. Agnes didn't say anything until Joey had taken three or four deep,.Leaning forward from his armchair,
white hair as radiant as the wings of cherubim, Obadiah waved one misshapen hand over the deck, never closer than ten inches to the cards. "Now
please spread them out in a fan on the table, facedown.".the beast would find them one day, but she hadn't spoken of that possibility in perhaps two
and a half years..it to the granite-topped secretary, and sat in front of the telephone. Previously,.He half expected to hear Thomas Vanadium in the
law-reports-of-patent-cases-vol-1.pdf
Page 1/7

Law Reports Of Patent Cases Vol 1

distance, softly singing "Someone to Watch over Me.".Holding his precious face between her hands, she kissed him. She met his gaze, and
furiously she blinked away her tears, for she wanted to be clear-sighted, to be looking into his eyes, to see him, the truest part of him in there
beyond his eyes, until that very last moment when she could not have him anymore..He pressed his right ear to the door, held his breath, heard
nothing, and addressed the top lock first. Quietly, he slid the thin pick of the lock-release gun into the key channel, under the pin tumblers..For
eight months following that night, until late September of 1965, Vanadium had been in a coma, and his doctors had not expected him to regain
consciousness. A passing motorist had found him lying along the highway near the lake, soaked and muddy. When, after his long sleep, he
awakened in the hospital, withered and weak, he'd had no memory of anything after walking into Victoria's kitchen-except a vague, dreamlike
recollection of swimming up from a sinking car..He stared I out at the congregated ghosts of fog, white multitudes that entirely obscured the bay, as
if all the sailors ever lost at sea had gathered here, pressing at the window, eyeless forms that nevertheless saw everything..Smiling in the fearless
dark, she listened to the rhythmic breathing of a sleeping boy.."Why do they let a man like that keep his badge?" Junior asked. "He's outrageous,
wholly unprofessional.".On Tuesday, less than twenty-four hours after Naomi's funeral, Knacker, Hisscus, and Nork--representing the state and the
county held preliminary meetings with Junior's lawyer and with the attorney for the grieving Hackachak clan. As before, the well-tailored trio was
conciliatory, sensitive, and willing to reach an accommodation to prevent the filing of a wrongful-death suit..After coffee had been served, when
Celestina and Wally were no longer the center of attention, he indicated the array of desserts with his fork, smiled, and said, "I just want you to
know, Celie, that these are sweets enough until we're married.".She figured that she could stay home, devoting herself to Barty, for perhaps three
years before she would be wise to find work..Then he curled up in one of the big armchairs in the living room and began the book again. This was
the first time he had ever reread a novel-and he finished it at midnight..He was about to go in search of the canapes when he half heard one of the
guests mention Bartholomew to the reverend's daughter. Only the name rang on his ear, not the words that surrounded it.."I'm not a burglar, Mr.
Cain. No client has enough money to make me risk prison. Besides, even if you could steal their files, you would probably discover that the babies'
identities are coded, and without the code, you'd still be nowhere.".For a moment, none of them spoke. The silence was as flawless as the
preternatural hush reputed to precede the biggest quakes..That Olympian purge had, however, made him appear to be both emotionally and
physically devastated by the loss of his wife. He couldn't have calculated any stratagem more likely to convince most.He was a virile young man,
desired by many, and life was short. Poor Naomi, her lovely face and her look of shock still fresh in his memory, was a constant reminder of how
suddenly the end could come. No one was guaranteed tomorrow. Seize the day..The porch light wasn't on. No landscape lighting brightened the
backyard. Barty was a gray shadow moving through darkness and through the darkling drizzle..This show was hopeless, disastrous, stupid, foolish,
painful, lovely, wonderful, glorious, sweet..Handing Angel to Grace, Lipscomb said, "I own some investment properties. There's a two-bedroom
unit available in one of them.".Studying the brochure, Junior felt that the best response to this artist's work was to go directly into the bathroom,
stick one finger down his throat, and purge himself. Considering his medical history, however, he couldn't afford to be such an expressive
critic..The Church nourished the soul, while the occult nourished the imagination. In Mexico, where physical comforts were often few and hope of
a better life in this world was hard won, both the soul and the imagination must be fed if life was to be livable..This was tedious work and might cot
bear fruit. He needed to begin somewhere, however, and the telephone directory was the most logical starting point..To be useful, anger must be
channeled, as Zedd explains with unusually poetic prose in The Beauty of Rage: Channel Your Anger and Be a Winner Junior's current
predicament would only get worse if he had to telephone Roto-Rooter to extract a musician from the plumbing..From her Volkswagen bus in the
middle of the line, Maria joined them. "In case we get separated, Agnes, I don't have an itinerary.".He slipped behind the door and raised the pewter
candlestick over his head. Weighing perhaps five pounds, the object made a formidable bludgeon, almost as good as a hammer..Life was too short
to waste it working if you had the means to afford lifelong leisure..Instead of staring at Barty directly, he watched Angel as she studied the eyeless
boy. She had exhibited no horror at the concave slackness of his closed lids, and when one lid fluttered up to reveal the dark hollow socket, she
hadn't shown any revulsion. Now she moved closer to Barty's chair, and when she touched his cheek, just below his missing left eye, the boy didn't
flinch in surprise..A cheer went up from family and friends, and Agnes could only imagine what it must feel like to be Barty, both blind and
blessed, his heart as rich in courage as in kindness.."I'm not saying there's anything wrong with it, you understand," Neddy whispered with a sort of
fierce conciliation, "but I'm not gay, and I'm not interested in teaching you the piano or anything else. Besides, after the stories Renee told about
you, I can't imagine why you think any friend of his ... hers would get near you. You need help. Renee is what she is, but she's not a bad person,
she's generous and she's sweet. She doesn't deserve to be beaten, abused, and ... and all those horrible things you did. Excuse me.".His breath was
warm against her throat: "And I want to go back home to see some faces.".Each page comprised four columns of names and numbers, most with
addresses. Approximately one hundred names filled each column, four hundred to a page..On one particular street in Bright Beach, however, the
most significant event of the year occurred on a pleasant afternoon in early April, when Barty, now nine years old, climbed to the top of the great
oak and perched there in triumph, king of the tree and master of his blindness.."Could you throw an Oreo someplace you weren't blind or maybe
someplace Wally wasn't shot?"."And, of course, you'll need to make arrangements for the body," said Dr. Lipscomb. "Sister Josephina will provide
you with a room, a phone, privacy, whatever you need, and for however long you need.".After nudging the door shut with his shoulder, Barty
carried the sodas out of the kitchen and forward along the hall. Pausing at the livingroom archway, he said, "Uncle Jacob?".Hope was the handmaid
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to Agnes's faith. She always held fast to the belief that the future would be bright, but right now she was hesitant to test that optimism even with a
harmless card reading. Yet, as with the fifth place setting, she was reluctant to object..Junior stepped back and squeezed off two shots, aiming for
the lock. One round tore a chunk out of the jamb, but the other cracked through the door, shattering more than wood, and the brass knob wobbled
and almost fell out..When she still didn't meet his stare, he seized her by the chin and tipped her head back..Piano music drifted into the restaurant
from the adjacent bar, so soft and yet sprightly that it made the clink of silverware seem like music, too.."The quarter in the sandwich," Nolly said,
because that was the first stunt that Simon Magusson had paid him to perform..What the commodifiers of fantasy count on and exploit is the
insuperable imagination of the reader, child or adult, which gives even these dead things life-of a sort, for a while..Agnes was so weary, her eyes so
sore and grainy, that even this soft radiance stung. She almost closed her eyes and gave herself to sleep again, that little brother of Death, which
was now her only solace. What she saw in the lamplight, however, compelled her attention..The Benediction service had concluded, and the
worshipers had departed. Gone, too, were the priest and the altar boys..Glass in the door next to Agnes cracked, dissolved. Pebbly blacktop like a
dragon flank of glistening scales hissed past the broken window, inches from her face..As early as this evening, here at her son's bedside, Agnes
began dimly to sense that certain of these amusing conversations with Barty might not be as fanciful as they seemed, that he was expressing in a
childlike way some truth that she had assumed was fantasy..Closing her eyes, Agnes whispered, "Bartholomew," in a reverent voice full of wonder,
full of awe..Earthquake weather. Southern Californians had many definitions of that term, but Edom knew he was right this time. Thunder would
roll again soon, but it would arise from underfoot..Because the upper part of the hospital bed was somewhat raised, he didn't have to lift his head
from the pillow to study the corner where the phantom waited. He peered beyond the IV rack, past the foot of the.On other nights, she had
overheard this and been touched. On this Christmas Eve, however, it filled her with wonder and wondering, for she recalled their conversation
earlier, at Joey's grave:.She woke weeping from the dreams, and she wanted no witnesses. She wasn't embarrassed by her tears. She just didn't want
to share them with anyone but Barty..."Don't worry," Celestina told him, "after what we've seen this past week, we're still with you."."After the
war, for a while, I was able to get more mainstream work. Racially ... things were changing. But I was getting older, too, and the entertainment
business is always looking for someone young, fresh. So I never made it big. Lord, I never even made it medium, but I got along okay. Until ... by
the early 1950s, my booking agent found it harder and harder to line up good dates, good clubs.".But the other learning he had been given had
made Otter touchy in these matters, delicate of conscience. The big galley they were building now would be rowed to war by Losen's slaves and
would bring back slaves as cargo. It galled him to think of the good ship in that vicious usage. "Why can't we build fishing boats, the way we used
to?" he asked, and his father said, "Because the fishermen can't pay us.".Jacob's mentor had been a man named Obadiah Sepharad. They had met
when Jacob was eighteen, during a period when he'd been committed to a psychiatric ward for a short time, his eccentricity having been briefly
mistaken for something worse..His in-laws' chances of receiving compensation for their pain and suffering over Naomi's death were seriously
compromised if her husband did not hold the state or county responsible. In this, as in nothing previously, they felt the need to stand united as a
family..Ursula K. Le Guin.THE SANDMAN WAS powerless to cast a spell of sleep while Junior spent the night flushing away enough water to
drain a reservoir.."September 27, 1962. Barcelona, Spain. A flood killed four hundred forty-five people.".Junior was vigilant. He took note of all
those who approached the piano, whether they dropped money in the fishbowl or not.."No, the monster lives in there," Barty said, which was a
joke, because he'd never suffered night frights of that-or any--sort..The patches were held by the same two elastic strips, so Barty flipped up both at
the same time..Only madmen were capable of such butchery. Hopeless lunatics like Ed Gein, out there in Wisconsin, arrested just seven years ago,
when Junior had been sixteen. Ed, the inspiration for Psycho, had constructed mobiles out of human noses and lips. He used human skin to make
lampshades and to upholster furniture. His soup bowls had once been human skulls. He ate the hearts and selected other organs of his victims, wore
a belt fashioned from nipples, and occasionally danced under the moon while masked by the scalp and face of a woman he had murdered..Almost
as an afterthought, as he was leaving, he tucked the brochure for "This Momentous Day" into a jacket pocket. There would be amusement value in
hearing a group of cutting-edge young artists analyze Celestina's greeting-card images. Besides, as the Academy of Art College was the premier
school of its type on the West Coast, a few of the partygoers might actually know her and be able to give him some valuable background. The party
raged in a cavernous loft on the third-and top-floor of a converted industrial building, the communal residence and studio of a group of artists who
believed that art, sex, and politics were the three hammers of violent revolution, or something like that..Edom marveled at Agnes's ability to rise
above the past and to transcend so many years of torment. She was able to see the house as simple shelter, whereas to her brothers, it was-and
always would be-the place in which their spirits had been shattered. Even living within sight of it would have been out of the question if they had
been employed, with options..On this momentous day, however, drawing provided no solace. Frequently, her hands shook, and she could not
control the pencil..Maria looked stricken when she answered the doorbell, for she intuited that a visit, instead of a call, meant the worst..From
serviceway to alley to serviceway to street, into the city and the fog and the night, Junior ran from the Cain past into the Pinchbeck future..Some
acts were distasteful, too, such as searching the lunatic lawman for his car keys and his badge..By mid-March, he had exhausted the possibilities of
Bartholomew as a surname. By the time that he shot himself in September, he had combed through the first quarter million listings in the directory
in search of those whose first names were Bartholomew..This morning, Damascus had left the house early, before Vanadium came downstairs,
which was perfect for Junior's purposes. While the maniac cop was finishing his shave and shower, Junior crept upstairs to check his room. He
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discovered the revolver in the second of the three places that he expected it to be, did his work, and returned the weapon to the nightstand drawer in
precisely the position that he had found it. Narrowly avoiding an encounter with Vanadium in the hall, he retreated to the ground floor. After some
fussing over the most effective placement, he left the quarter and the luggage-just as Vanadium, the human stump, clumped down the stairs. Junior
experienced an unexpected delay when the detective spent half an hour making phone calls from the study, but then Vanadium went into the
kitchen, allowing him to slip out of the house and complete his work..or the barber. Never was he afraid to fall asleep, and having fallen asleep, he
appeared to have only pleasant dreams..Blind he remained until an afternoon in May 1993, when at last the miracle occurred, and the meaning that
Tom Vanadium had foreseen so long ago began to manifest..SERAPHIM AETHIONEMA WHITE was nothing whatsoever like her name, except
that she had as kind a heart and as good a soul as any among the hosts in Heaven. She did not have wings, as did the angels after which she had
been named, and she couldn't sing as sweetly as the seraphim, either, for she had been blessed with a throaty voice and far too much humility to be
a performer. Aethionema were delicate flowers, either pale-or rose-pink, and while this girl, just sixteen, was beautiful by any standard, she was not
a delicate soul but a strong one, not likely to be shaken apart in even the highest wind..Instruction in Braille wasn't recommended for
three-year-olds, but an exception was made in this case. Agnes arranged to have Barty receive a series of lessons, although she suspected that he'd
absorb the system and learn to use it in one or two sessions..... That discord sets up lots of other vibrations, some of which will return to you in
ways you might expect ....He considered himself to be a thoroughly useless man, taking up space in a world to which he contributed nothing, but he
did have a talent for baking. He could take any recipe, even one from a world-class pastry chef, and improve upon it..Hound smiled. "They haven't
undone what you did yet, either," he said. "Old Whiteface was crawling all over her yesterday, growling and muttering. Ordered the helm
replaced." He meant Losen's chief mage, a pale man from the North named Gelluk, who was much feared in Havnor..A tune clinked off the keys of
a phantom piano in Junior's mind, "Someone to Watch over Me." The hawk-eyed watcher was the pianist at the elegant hotel lounge where Junior
had enjoyed dinner on his first night in San Francisco, and twice since..The masterpiece that Junior purchased was small, a sixteen-inch-square
canvas, but it cost twenty-seven hundred dollars. The entire picture-titled The Cancer Lurks Unseen, Version 1-was flat black, except for a small
gnarled mass, bile-green and pus-yellow, in the upper-right quadrant. Worth every penny..The Hackachaks were present, of course. Junior had not
yet agreed to join them in their pursuit of blood money. They would give him little privacy or rest until they had what they wanted..From the
moment the girl was admitted on the evening of January 5, the nurses at St. Mary's Hospital in San Francisco called her Phimie, too, not because
they knew her well enough to love her, but because that was the name they heard Celestina use..While you're trying to decide, hand me a knife, and
I'll cut your jugular you brainless medical-school dropout..Edom had turned away from the box of groceries that he was packing. Frowning at the
pies, he said, "You don't think. . ..Monitoring Barty from the comer of -her eye, Agnes paced herself to the strides of his short legs, so she was
drenched and chilled when she reached the station wagon..Enigmatic as ever on this subject, he continued: "I'm probably not blind more places
than I am. Yeah, sure, I'd rather be me in one of the other places where my eyes are good, but this is the me I am. And you know what?".Tom
Vanadium rose to his feet and, with one hand on Barty's shoulder, he surveyed the faces of those gathered on the porch. Most of these people were
such new acquaintances that they were all but strangers to him. Nevertheless, for the first time since his early days in St. Anselmo's Orphanage,
he'd found a place where he belonged. This felt like home..EACH MOMENTOUS DAY, the work was done in memory of his mother. At Pie Lady
Services, always, they sought new recipes and new ways to brighten the corner where they were..Their struggle to put their sorrow into words
moved Agnes not because they cared so deeply, but because in the end they were unable to express themselves adequately. Without the relief
provided by expression, their anguish grew corrosive. Their lifelong introversion left them without the social skills to unburden themselves or to
provide solace to others. Worse, their obsessions with death, in all its many means and mechanisms, had prepared them to expect Barty's cancer,
which left them neither shocked nor capable of consolation, but merely resigned. Ultimately, in great frustration, each twin was reduced to
fragmented sentences, crippled gestures, quiet tears-and Agnes became the only consoler..Thanksgiving dinner was a fine affair, and Christmas was
even better. On New Year's Eve, Wally downed one drink too many and more than once offered to perform surgery on any member of the family,
free of charge "right here, right now," as long as the procedure was within his area of expertise..He told her that he loved her, and she slipped away
upon his words. As she went, the haggard look of the terminal leukemic patient passed from her, and before the gray mask of death replaced it, he
saw the beauty he had preserved in memory when he was three, before they took his eyes, saw it so briefly, as if something transforming welled out
of her, a perfect light, her essence..In spite of the gloom, the boy's miraculous accomplishment was evident: his clothes and hair were dry as though
he'd worn a coat and hood..At nearly forty years of age, Edom still dreamed of that grim summer afternoon, although not as often as in the past.
When it troubled his sleep these days, it was a nightmare that gradually metamorphosed into a dream of tenderness and hope. Until the last few
years, he'd always awakened when the roses were being jammed into his mouth or when the thorns flicked through his eyelashes, or when Agnes
began to strike their father with the Bible, thus seeming to assure worse punishment. This additional act, this transition from horror to hope before
he woke, had been added when Agnes was pregnant with Barty. Edom didn't know why this should be so, and he didn't try to analyze it. He was
simply grateful for the change, because he woke now in a state of peace, never with worse than a shudder, no longer with a hoarse cry of
anguish..Agnes dropped to one knee before the boy and held him gently by the shoulders. "Let me look.".exercise. Although they expected him to
be dizzy, he had no difficulty whatsoever with his balance, and in spite of feeling a little drained, he wasn't as weak as they thought he was. He
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could have toured the hospital unassisted, but he played to their expectations and used the wheeled walker..Aftermath had a way of being
discovered, often at the worst of all possible moments, which he had learned from movies and from crime stories in the media and even from
personal experience. Discovery always brought the police at high speed, sounding their sirens and full of enthusiasm, because those bastards were
the most past-focused losers on the face of the earth, utterly consumed by their interest in aftermath..To Nolly, Kathleen said, "This is why I
married you. To be around talk like this.".AGNES ALWAYS ENJOYED Christmas Eve dinner with Edom and Jacob, because even they tempered
their pessimism on this night of nights. Whether the season touched their hearts or they wanted even more than usual to please their sister, she
didn't know. If gentle Edom spoke of killer tornadoes or if dear Jacob was reminded of massive explosions, each dwelt not on horrible death, as
usual, but on feats of courage in the midst of dire catastrophe, recounting astonishing rescues and miraculous escapes..Phimie's stubbornly high
blood pressure, the presence of protein in her urine, and other symptoms indicated her preeclampsia wasn't a recent development; she was at
increased risk of eclampsia. Her hypertension was gradually coming under control-but only by resort to more aggressive drug therapy than the
physician preferred to use.
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