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THE KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).There was once a king of the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom the kings
abased themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of his hand.
He ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an
exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months were accomplished and the season of her delivery drew near, the king
summoned the astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing and raised astrolabes [towards the sun] and took strait note of the
time. The damsel gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the people heartened each other with the glad
news of this..A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare, ii. 291..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required
of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to the house of
easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he
descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse
standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her.
So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was
affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof
were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.Now this
learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby
he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he
was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and
that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my
wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the
other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly,
thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover
was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..89. Firous and his Wife
dclxxv.? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..? ? ? ? ?
Ye're gone and desolated by your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and
the Woman of the, i. 57..109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the
Barber's Third Brother clvii.? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be
mortified..When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the
incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks
degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was
familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over
falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and
their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the
Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the
planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty
degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of
the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and
the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he
suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read therein discourse that sure should
speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou
art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she
came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art
the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his
ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near
to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his
bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out
for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter
and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief
Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast
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done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words
and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his
thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.The First Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ?
Get thee to patience fair, if thou remember thee of that Whose issues (quoth the Merciful) are ever benedight. (89).157. Mesrour and Zein el
Mewasif dcccxlv.N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.? ? ? ? ? A sun
of beauty she appears to all who look on her, Glorious in arch and amorous grace, with coyness beautified;.The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the
chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In
Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the
rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?.Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had
learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she
improvised and sang the following verses:.When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I
know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son."
Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that day..Then she arose and returned to
her chamber..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.? ? ? ? ? p. The Man who
saw the Night of Power dccccxciii.Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth evermore..? ? ? ? ? Lo,
since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter
of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.29. Maan ben
Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.97. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in
the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain
have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with
certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's
brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said
to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who
inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to
him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so
thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig
him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161).So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my
servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she
tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and
said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him and
locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till
he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of
guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune
fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..26. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl di.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's
Story dccccxxx.? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of
late..? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.When it was the eleventh day, the
viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so
they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the
viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?"
"O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed,
there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God
delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.Then they ate and the tables were
removed and they washed their hands; after which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the
place and with thy presence enlightenest and embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath
spread its wings for departure and there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its
strings on rare wise, played thereon after a wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with them for the
music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.King and his Chamberlain's
Wife, The, ii. 53..When Jaafer saw him, his reason was like to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been deceived by the
likeness of the name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how the case stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he put on a cheerful
favour and said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put it on and sat
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discoursing cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and he said, "Be
ye indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint ceased from
him and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the other, "I come
(may God amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof I would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the amount of a
thousand thousand dirhems, (151) which I would have discharged; secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province, whereby his
rank may be raised; and thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a match for her."
And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as for the
government, I make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the Commander of
the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of God the Most High.".Meanwhile the messenger had reached the
opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good tidings a
sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed them to the
last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh and her sister
[Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave her joy of her
deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the troops encamped
upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his hands. As they were thus
engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a drawn sword in her
hand..30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave
alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house,
laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when
the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and
charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When
the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her
husband]..Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so
He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O
Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.Then they left him and dispersed and one
of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the treasure without the city. When he had made an end of burying it, he returned
to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and
went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and acquainted them with the
place where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead, they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money,
which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and divided it and the
first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took
to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his time..? ? ? ? ? So be
thou kind to me, for love my body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and
his Vizier, i. 215..The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause."
"With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me wealth
galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and
conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him
and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good];
whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case;
but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my
face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they
make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my
money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again salute him nor take
note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".? ?
? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..As for Abou Sabir, when
he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself,
'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth
wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of
forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will
we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a
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month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou
Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And
he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.When the Khalif heard
this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she
took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a
wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following
verses:.Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..At this I trembled and replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a loathing to
travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, I am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen
me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have no jot of inclination left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave
Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O
Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath betided thee and well may it behove thee never again
to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the
Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I
dared not gainsay his commandment."There was once a king in the land of Teberistan, by name Dadbin, and he had two viziers, called one
Zourkhan and the other Kardan. The Vizier Zourkhan had a daughter, there was not in her time a handsomer than she nor yet a chaster nor a more
pious, for she was a faster, a prayer and a worshipper of God the Most High, and her name was Arwa. Now Dadbin heard tell of her charms; so his
heart clave to her and he called the vizier [her father] and said to him, 'I desire of thee that thou marry me to thy daughter.' Quoth Zourkhan, 'Allow
me to consult her, and if she consent, I will marry thee with her.' And the king said, 'Hasten unto this.'.Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the
desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So
she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and presently I espied a closet beside me; so
I looked into it and my friend said to me, 'What seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good galore and bodies of murdered folk. Look.' So he looked
and said, 'By Allah, we are lost men!' And we fell a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus, behold, there came in upon us, by the door at which we
had entered, four naked men, with girdles of leather about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at them and dealing one of them a buffet,
overthrew him, whereupon the other three fell all upon him. I seized the opportunity to escape, what while they were occupied with him, and
espying a door by my side, slipped into it and found myself in an underground chamber, without window or other issue. So I gave myself up for
lost and said, 'There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then I looked to the top of the vault and saw in it a range
of glazed lunettes; so I clambered up for dear life, till I reached the lunettes, and I distracted [for fear]. I made shift to break the glass and
scrambling out through the frames, found a wall behind them. So I bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road; whereupon I cast myself
down to the ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that I reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me and I acquainted them
with my story..The Eleventh Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as was Bishr (85) of old
time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.So he sat down upon the throne of the Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present]
came up to kiss the earth before him and called down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the
Barmecide and kissing the earth, said, "May the wide world of God be the treading of thy feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the fire
the habitation of thine enemies! May no neighbour transgress against thee nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all] cities and
ruler of [all] countries!".There was once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand,
wherein were five thousand dinars; whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's
basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I
said to him, "Go, bury it in such a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour
and up came the Jew, with one of the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We
demanded of him three days' delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall
occupy him with himself." So he went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a
gold seal- ring on one of the fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket,
whereupon we straightway clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..The prince thanked them and said to them, 'God requite you with
all good, for indeed ye give me loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the abiding-place
of thy mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in marriage,
concealed my affair and hid my secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but we desire
thine advantage, and even if thou tookest service with the folk, it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought out to him
money and gave to him and clad him and fed him and fared on with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far from the city, and giving
him to know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he fared on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of the king]
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of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and taking up his abode therein, betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and the
like..? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken whilere..How long will ye admonished be, without
avail or heed? iii. 40.."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent
and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri
(51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor
henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers,
they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so,
and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up
to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I
will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer
counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to
him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems,
for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand
on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none
answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred
dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered
somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a
little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done
with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him
sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the
freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and
begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.142. El Asmai
and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for
Almsgiving cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..? ? ? ?
? a. The Merchant and the Two Sharpers clii.Presently, the vizier heard of the merchant's coming; so he sent to him and let bring him to his house
and talked with him awhile of his travels and of that which he had abidden therein, and the merchant answered him thereof. Then said the vizier, 'I
will put certain questions to thee, which if thou answer me, it will be well [for thee].' And the merchant rose and made him no answer. Quoth the
vizier, 'What is the weight of the elephant?' The merchant was perplexed and returned him no answer and gave himself up for lost. Then said he,
'Grant me three days' time.' So the vizier granted him the delay he sought and he returned to his lodging and related what had passed to the old
woman, who said, 'When the morrow cometh, go to the vizier and say to him, "Make a ship and launch it on the sea and put in it an elephant, and
when it sinketh in the water, [under the beast's weight], mark the place to which the water riseth. Then take out the elephant and cast in stones in its
place, till the ship sink to the mark aforesaid; whereupon do thou take out the stones and weigh them and thou wilt know the weight of the
elephant"'.On this wise they did three times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode her,
whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and she
said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and
Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all but imagination
and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of
the king and the tither.".One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a
slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of
water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched
two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink];
whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst
rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger]
and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of
whom I was going about.'.Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my
sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and
wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied
that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to
me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And
he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath
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opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished
me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay
not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk
may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech
and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he
was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the
world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed
the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who
was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.Three men once went out in quest of riches
and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew
near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the
mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for
himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the
gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal
for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..When it was eventide, the king caused avoid
his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke
him as follows:.So Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to
end, till the time of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and
that which had betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him
how the cook had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how
life was not pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with
that which had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.The king
marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and invested him with [the control of] all his affairs and of his kingdom and the land abode
[under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and people.' (244) One day, the tither went out and saw an old man, a woodcutter, and with him
wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy load.' Quoth the old man, 'Behold, thou killest me and killest my family.' 'What [meanest
thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the other answered, 'If thou suffer me enter the city, I shall sell the wood there for three dirhems,
whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other two what will support my family; but, if thou press me for the tithe without the city, the load
will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I shall abide without food, I and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this circumstance are like
unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?' asked the tither, and the woodcutter said], 'Know that.When he had made an end of his
verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted
her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this
letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it
will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat
the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to
the house of El Abbas..El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade
his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash
and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also
bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they
came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose
in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two
hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their affair]..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba
was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised
the following verses on the moss-rose:.Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.Wife and the
Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..?STORY OF SELIM
AND SELMA..? ? ? ? ? Then spare me, by Him who vouchsafed thee the kingship; For a gift in this world is the regal estate..? ? ? ? ? To God of all
the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for solace I entreat.When the king heard this from the vizier, he bade
him go away [and he withdrew to his house]..Then he returned to the city and forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O
king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of
this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the
youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the
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king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the
prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells
denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..? ? ? ? ? And all the desert spaces devour, whilst to my rede, Or if in sport or
earnest, (93) still Aamir giveth ear..End of vol. II..22. El Hejjaj and the three Young Mem ccccxxxiv.When King Shah Bekht heard this story, it
pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the
queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what
issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you,
so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help
thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and
treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the
realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..When the two kings saw
that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the
younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit,
his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade
him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons
cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy
them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the
curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his
oppressive dealing with them..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the
[promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..43. The Man of
Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.When the folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go;
but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth
on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart
revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from
the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..? ? ? ? ? Had we
thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.May the place of my session ne'er lack thee!
Oh, why, iii. 118.? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did
lie..Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.? ? ? ? ? I am content, for him I love, to all abide; So, who
will, let him blame, and who will, let him chide..They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged,
up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door
opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth
[first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door.
When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she
arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,'
answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who
sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh
ccclxxxv.Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the
earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee
and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair
fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the
king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of
his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of
his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy
pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and
decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves
with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten..The First Day..? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.At this the accursed
Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as
delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to
the first and sang the following verses:
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