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Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from yonder man and hath
preserved me from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and well-being and
the king restored him to his place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to
the last man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto I am fallen
of the changing of the king's heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing established in thine
eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that
which He allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days
are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the
probation time is over and gone, and past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent.
(82).The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave
reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no
knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was
not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is
it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the
privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to
foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in
with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so
wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go
to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.The
Tenth Night of the Month..Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in
weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso
sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut,
and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to
the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass
from island to island and from country to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and
brethren..The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also
will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..So the king bade fetch the old man and he came and stood before the Sultan, who showed
him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its owner.' 'But for this other,' continued
the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The folk laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant, [the owner of the second pearl], said to
him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be less of worth than that?' And the old man answered,
'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof is like unto that of the other pearl; why then
is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,' answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an
outward and an inward?' asked the merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other pearl is sound and secure
against breakage.' Quoth the merchant, 'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man answered, 'We will break
the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So they broke
the pearl and it was even as the old man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring worm..So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, 'Well
done, O desire of hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great pearls and rubies
and broidered with precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and fell to gazing
intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O queen of men
and Jinn; for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the following
verses:.When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that
which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came
forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of
women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".When God caused the morning
morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two
lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Who letteth us or hind'reth our way, I spring on him, As
springeth lynx or panther upon the frighted deer;.When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With
all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent beside a great
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tree; and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover]. Then said she
to her husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she cried out and
buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated her speech
twice and thrice..? ? ? ? ? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and miscontent..So,
when the night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords, and went round about the streets and compassed
the city, till we came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of
earrings; so I said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I came forward and
entering the lane, came presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and that the night
surprised her and she espied this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of rank and
that needs must there be in it a guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me, "Take her
and carry her to thy house." But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets
and apparel [of price]. By Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath been since the first of the darkness;
wherefore do thou leave her with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a
black slave of his slaves, to whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir
Ilmeddin hath found her standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her responsibility be upon
you; (95) wherefore it is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her in with him..? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a
robe of leaves green And a garment of honour of ultramarine..As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed
birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured
him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to
his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted
estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and
indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls
of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of
the, i. 218..Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who
should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.'
And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi
saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave
and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the
sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of
the realm repaired to his tomb and the princess made lamentation over him, crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch
painters and caused them limn her portraiture and that of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their story and that which had befallen
them of perils and afflictions and set it [together with the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary, O king of the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between
them.".The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou
wast true.".Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the
bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the
cradle running over with blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his
windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled;
whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah
Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he
addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains
And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me
away with rigour and despite..? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood
(50) I still may smell of thee!.NOTE..? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and
fear..Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray, iii. 31..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii.86. Omar ben el Khettab and
the Young Bedouin cccxcv.104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick,
love- distraught, without a friend to whom I may complain..? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His
power to change a case from foul to fair..The Fourth Night of the Month..161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the
History of King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women and Viziers dcccxciz.Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to see him.
Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman, and the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage,
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when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each
other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but the king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from
my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long
while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its people suffered of straitness and oppression..Sons, Story of King
Suleiman Shah and his, i. 150..When the night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of my
case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein
was water, and one of the dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved
to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung
to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she
and I and the dog..Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris,
and none might make his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the
guards and servants came out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming.
So he issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion
and when they had seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make
ready thine affair, so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas
looked at his father and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ?
? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.ER RESHID AND THE
BARMECIDES. (152).Now the singer had entered and the druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid
on him and opened to her husband, who came in, in a state of bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So
he said in himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is one which resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and
returned to his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and
weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave
him money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and made him promise to come to her on the morrow..? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook
us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding
and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in
himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my
house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and
addressed himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would answer them
thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing
whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen
Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that which He
deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called
Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep; so he aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to
the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What
sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he
looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill is that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a
she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her
sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her
swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.Presently, in came the draper, at the hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old
woman had prayed, looked about him and espied the turban. He knew it [for that which he had that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of
the case, wherefore anger appeared in his face and he was wroth with his wife and reviled her and abode his day and his night, without speaking to
her, what while she knew not the cause of his anger. Then she looked and seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning
thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this and concluded that he was wroth because it was burnt..143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the
Devil dclxxxvii.When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who
baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our
efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating
themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou
heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour
for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth
that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if
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the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".?THE TWELFTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ?
? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..There was once a man hight Khelbes,
who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk
fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man,
to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be
present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.On the morrow they (199) returned to
their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad
bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most
startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,."Know, O my lord," answered she, "that I am a maiden oppressed
of my father, for that he misspeaketh of me and saith to me, 'Thou art foul of favour and it befitteth not that thou wear rich clothes; for thou and the
slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from them.' Now he is a rich man, having wealth galore, [and saith not on this wise
but] because he is a niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is loath to marry me,] lest he be put to somewhat of charge in
my marriage, albeit God the Most High hath been bountiful to him and he is a man puissant in his time and lacking nothing of the goods of the
world." "Who is thy father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his condition?" And she replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme Court,
under whose hand are all the Cadis who administer justice in this city.".King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..Woman
accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman..A certain
assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and
knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the
lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not
ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he,
"according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her
mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth."
Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein
the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage
with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged,
and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him,
"I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and
Abou Jaafer the Leper cccclxxxi.Son, The History of King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly
arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine clear..? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.? ? ?
? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear
cold water and more sweet..? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its
course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of
abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein
was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the
change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself.
[As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till
I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him
and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of this..? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED
MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..Clemency, Of, i. 120..?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..When it was the tenth day, (now
this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and
salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them
to demand of the king that he should presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do
ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou
hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou
hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with
"Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..Then he went on and presently
there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city;
or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is
easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I
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have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the
vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like,
by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison of his, and he
used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the king waxed wroth and
said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?' And they
answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to him, 'O fool, little of
wit, how shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of his guards and said to
them, 'Take this fellow and crucify him without the city.'.The Fifth Night of the Month.49. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold dcii.26. The
City of Lebtait cclxxii.?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S STORY..When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him,
"Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to
him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not."
Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his
case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him
that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off
his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the
king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and
fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with
us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".136. The History ot Gherib and his Brother Agib dcxxiv.Then El Abbas took leave of the king and
went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He
chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour
changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his
secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my
lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation
befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn
[and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.When it was the time of the evening meal, the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and
summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the vizier said, "They avouch, O king, that.By Allah, but that I trusted that
I should meet you again, ii. 266..Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to that
place and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had with them wealth galore, which they
were carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels
(43) are tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the officers of
the watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the place and finding Er Razi
bound by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an
infidel, a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life, he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the
tomb] and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory
offering to God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I,
O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of
beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me,
so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to
my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she
was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in
that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst
concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be
His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the
Thieves dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true and trusty
still..The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's
Sixth Brother clviii.? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..16. The
Fox and the Crow cl.Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and
her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I
would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.' So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside
them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister
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Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon
Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body and cast it
into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.? ? ?
? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear
unto my words and verses thereanent..Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and
Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am
still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to
King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou
commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the
contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".Now Afifeh and her daughter
Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings,
whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh
saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and
cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were
dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the
queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered
her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and
she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters..'There was once an old man renowned for roguery, and he went, he
and his mates, to one of the markets and stole thence a parcel of stuffs. Then they separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile after this, the
old man assembled a company of his fellows and one of them pulled out a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this piece of stuff
in its own market whence it was stolen, that we may confess his [pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they said, "Go, and
God the Most High prosper thee!".? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels brought with
him, in many a laden line,.40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to
Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a
servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these
many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard
these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she
bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason
restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to
them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee
and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso
stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use
companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him,
redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into
the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to
die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then
gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed,
neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.Then they fell to journeying night and day, and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of
the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the camp of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep
and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle;
wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope with them. When El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted
from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then
said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".13.
The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman
dccclxxvii.? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people
deny?.Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17.
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