
168 Verschollen In Der Romerzeit

168 VERSCHOLLEN IN DER ROMERZEIT
"No, that's not necessary," Junior said, trying to sound casual. "Considering what you told me, I'm sure whoever's bothering me here can't be

Vanadium. I mean, him being on the run, with plenty of his own troubles, the last thing he'd do is follow me here just to screw with my head a

little.".Although rain-pasted to her skin, the fine hairs rose on the nape of her neck. The gooseflesh crawling across her arms had nothing to do with

her cold, wet clothes.."Or at least, if the police knew the truth at that time, they hadn't yet gone public with it. I had no reason to mention it to you

back then. I didn't even know Vanadium was missing.".In truth, he was terrified. Although his need for her company was so profound that it

seemed to arise from his marrow, a part of him marveled-and trembled-at his dedicated pursuit of her..During the first year of her illness, she had

been slowly weaned off an iron lung. Until she was seventeen, she required the chest respirator, but gradually gained the strength to breathe

unassisted.."Six hundred ninety-five people were killed in three states. Winds so powerful that some of the bodies were thrown a mile and a half

from where they were snatched off the ground.".By his twelfth month, he was toilet-trained, and every time that he had the need to use his colorful

little bathroom chair, he proudly and repeatedly announced to everyone, "Barty potty.".On this January twilight, as Maria Elena Gonzalez drove

south along the coast from Newport Beach, all men of the sea must have been reaching for bottles of rum to celebrate the fruit-punch sky: ripe

cherries in the west, blood oranges overhead, clustered grapes dark purple in the east..The paper towels were spotted with butter. He crumpled them

and threw them in the trash..He was confused initially, frowning at the heart monitor and at the IV rack that loomed over him. When his eyes met

Celestina's, his gaze clarified, and the smile that he found for her brought as much light into her heart as the diamond ring he had slipped onto her

finger so few hours before..folded over his too-tight shirt collar, and with a second chin more prominent than.On the morning of November third,

Barty asked Maria to inquire of Agnes what she would like to have read to her. "Then when she answers you, just turn and leave the room. I'll take

it from there.".murdered would be discounted. And if every death was suspicious to him, then he would quickly lose interest in Junior and move on

to a new enthusiasm, harassing some other poor devil.."I suspect," Tom said, "that any job you set your mind to, you'd be as good as you are at

teeth.".the beast would find them one day, but she hadn't spoken of that possibility in perhaps two and a half years.."Better hold on tight to her,"

Wally warned Celestina, braking to a halt at the intersection. "She'll float up and away, then we'll have to call the fire department to get her

down.".He swept the immediate area with the flashlight, and shadows spun with shadows, waltzing spirits in the ballroom of the night.."With this

money, you won't have to cut back on the number of pies you give away--and all of that.".He hadn't heard the cop get out of the chair and cross the

dark room. Difficult.During the day and then following a dinner break, the Hackachaks persisted. The hospital had never witnessed such a

spectacle. Shifts changed, and new nurses came to attend to Junior in greater numbers than necessary, using any excuse to get a glimpse of the

freak show..Angel. A less exotic synonym for her own name. Seraphim's angel. The angel of an angel..When the highway passed through a sunless

ravine, he had broken into a sour sweat at the sight of the bloody pulsing reflections of the revolving rooftop beacons on the bracketing cut-shale

walls. Now and then, the siren shrieked to clear traffic ahead, and he felt the urge to scream with it, to let loose a wail of terror and anguish and

confusion and loss..He knocked the pepper shaker on its side, and then with a groan put it upright once more..Off with the cap. Yellow capsules in

the bottle, also blue. He managed to shake one of each color into the palm of his left hand without spilling the rest on the floor..Glancing at his

wristwatch with alarm, Edom bolted up from his chair. "Look at the time! Agnes gave me a lot to do, and here I am rattling on about earthquakes

and cyclones."."Sulk away," the man said. "If you don't like this work, there's always the roaster.".The decision had already been made that Grace

would move in with Celestina and then-following the wedding-with Celestina and Wally. In Spruce Hills, she had dear friends whom she would

miss, but there was nothing else in Oregon to draw her back, other than the narrow plot beside Harrison, where she expected eventually to be

buried. The parsonage fire had destroyed all her personal effects and every family treasure from Celestina's grade-school spelling-bee medals to the

last precious photograph. She wanted only to be close to her one remaining daughter and her granddaughter, to be part of the new life that they

would build with Wally Lipscomb.."Sit down, sit down," Agnes urged. "I can offer coffee now and pie in a little bit.".In that instant, she knew the

dreadful shape of the future, if not its fine details..Maria Gonzalez brought rice casseroles, homemade tamales, and chile rellenos. Daily, Jacob

made cookies and brownies, always a new variety, and in such volume that Maria's plates were heaped with baked goods each time they were

returned to her..Instead of engaging in the confrontation for which he had been pressing ever since his first visit, Vanadium surprised Junior by

breaking eye contact, turning from the bed, and crossing the room to the door..He smiled. "Those of us who were priests first--yeah, we're all a

broody bunch. Of the others--not many, but probably more than you think.".Extending his hand, watching the pianist closely, Junior said, "My

name's Richard Gammoner.".Continuing to avert his eyes from the battered face and the two tone eyelids, Junior found the keys in an exterior

pocket of the sports jacket. The credentials were tucked in an interior pocket: a single-fold leather holder containing the shiny badge and a photo

ID..The boy never mentioned what he'd done, and his mother ceased worrying about him falling out of bed..The boy wasn't translucent, as his

father's ghost had been on that drizzly January night almost three years ago. The same drowned light of this gray afternoon that revealed the

gravestones and the dripping.As instructed earlier by phone, Junior purchased a large box of Raisinettes and a box of Milk Duds at the refreshment

stand, and then he sat in one of the last three rows in the center section, eating the Milk Duds, grimacing at the sticky noises his shoes made when

he moved them on the tacky floor, and waiting for Google to find him..Fortunately, at least the desk was cigarette-scarred, because it came with the
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office. It had been the property of a skip-tracer named Otto Zelm, who'd made a good living at the kind of work Nolly avoided out of boredom:

tracking down deadbeats and repossessing their vehicles. On a stakeout, Zelm fell asleep in his car, while smoking, thereby triggering the payoff of

both life- and casualty-insurance policies, and freeing the lease on this furnished space..Vanadium understood the depth of his old friend's pain, and

he knew that the anguish over the loss of a child could make the best of men act out of emotion rather than good judgment, and so he accepted

Harrison's preference to let the matter rest. When enough time passed for reflection, what Vanadium ultimately decided was that of the two of

them, Harrison was much the stronger in his faith, and that he himself, perhaps for the rest of his life, would be more comfortable behind a badge

than behind a Roman collar..Sparky Vox-with less training in theology and philosophy than his guest, but with a spiritual insight that any

overeducated Jesuit would have to admire, even if grudgingly-had settled Vanadium's uneasy conscience. "The problem with movies and books is

they make evil look glamorous, exciting, when it's no such thing. It's boring and it's depressing and it's stupid. Criminals are all after cheap thrills

and easy money, and when they get them, all they want is more of the same, over and over. They're shallow, empty, boring people who couldn't

give you five minutes of interesting conversation if you had the piss-poor luck to be at a party full of them. Maybe some can be monkey-clever

some of the time, but they aren't hardly ever smart. God must surely want us to laugh at these fools, because if we don't laugh at 'em, then one way

or another, we give 'em respect. If you don't mock a bastard like Cain, if you fear him too much or even if you just look at him in an all-solemn sort

of way, then you're paying him more respect than I ever intend to. Another glass of wine?".He smiled and shrugged. "I used to be a fisher of men.

Now I hunt them. One in particular.".Wally's help, not just with the apartment, but with his time and love, had made an incalculable

difference..Certain that he was overreacting, Tom nevertheless left the kitchen as a cop, not a priest, would leave it: staying low, knife thrust in

front of him, clearing the doorframe fast..He clenched the steering wheel tightly with both hands, clenched his teeth so fiercely that his jaw muscles

bulged and twitched, and clenched his mind around a stubborn determination to get control of himself. Slow deep breaths. Positive thoughts..No

doubt thinking about the land of the big bugs, into which she had pushed Enoch Cain, which was exactly what Barty had suddenly thought about,

Angel said, "Honey, this is amazing, it's wonderful, but you've got to be careful.".An IV rack stood beside the bed, dripping fluid into his vein,

replacing the electrolytes that he had lost through vomiting, most likely medicating him with an antiemetic as well. His right arm was securely

strapped to a supporting board, to prevent him from bending his elbow and accidentally tearing out the needle.."Possible complications include

cerebral hemorrage, pulmonary edema, kidney failure, necrosis of the liver, coma-to name a few.".Unable to continue Tehanu's story (because it

hadn't happened yet) and foolishly assuming that the story of Ged and Tenar had reached its happily-ever-after, I gave the book a subtitle: "The

Last Book of Earthsea.".Vanadium continued in his characteristic drone, a tone at odds with the colorful content of his speech: "A man takes one

look at his wife's body, starts to sweat harder than a copulating hog, spews like a frat boy at the end of a long beer-chugging contest, and chucks till

he chucks up blood-that's not the response of your average murderer.".Easter still lay a few weeks away, but already Celestina had begun

decorating more than a hundred baskets, so that nothing would need to be done at the last minute except add the candy. Her living room was a

warren of baskets, ribbons, bows, beads, bangles, shredded cellophane in green and purple and yellow and pink, and decorative little plush-toy

bunnies and baby chicks.."I'm really not sad, Mom. I'm not. I don't like it this way, being blind. It's ... hard." His small voice, musical as are the

voices of most children, touching in its innocence, spun a fragile thread of melody in the dark, and seemed too sweet to be speaking of these bitter

things. "Real hard. But being sad won't help. Being sad won't make me see again.".Junior was paying his dinner check and calculating the tip when

the pianist launched into "Someone to Watch over Me." Although he'd expected it all evening, he twitched when he recognized the tune..In bed,

lights out, Junior marveled at his daredevil spirit. He never stopped surprising himself.."Because He didn't want you to be a dog." She finished

tying a bow in the drawstrings. "There. You look just like an M&M.".After all he'd suffered at Cain's hands, Tom Vanadium surprised himself by

laughing at these colorful accounts of the wife killer's misadventures. Indeed, laughter had seemed disrespectful to the memories of Victoria

Bressler and Naomi, and Vanadium had been torn between a desire to hear more and a feeling that finding any amusement value in a man like Cain

would leave a stain on the soul that no amount of penance could scrub away..Although only half the stools at the counter were occupied, and none

of those close to Junior, customers were seated in most of the booths. Some had their backs to him, and three were about Vanadium's size..which

was tied a gift tag bearing a hand-printed message: With our compliments. Thanks for your business..Of course, he also might have shot off his

own thumbs as double insurance against being drafted and sent to Vietnam..He paid cash to the locksmith, and included in the payment were the

two dimes and the nickel Vanadium had left on his nightstand..The following April, when he proposed to her, she wouldn't have him. "You're

sweet, Paul, but I can't let you throw your life away on me. You're this ... this beautiful ship that will sail a long way, to fascinating places, and I'd

only be your anchor.".Beseechingly, with no intention of intimacy, he took Celestina's hands in his. "For years, as an obstetrician, I brought life

into the world, but I didn't know what life was, didn't grasp the meaning of it, that it even had meaning. Before Rowena, Harry, and Danny went

down in that airplane, I was already ... empty. After losing them, I was worse than empty. Celestina, I was dead inside. Phimie gave me hope. I

can't repay her, but I can do something for her daughter and for you, if you'll let me.".were uniformly negative, frequently hilarious, but never as

succinct and violent as Sklent's..He was no longer in his scrubs, but wore gray wool slacks and a blue cashmere sweater over a white shirt. Face

somber, he looked less like an obstetrician engaged in the business of life than like a professor of philosophy forever pondering the inevitability of

death..Or perhaps the sorrow was less sadness than yearning. He had to move on, but he was loath to begin this strange journey without her..At
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Tom Vanadium's request, the taxi dropped him one block from his new-and temporary-home shortly before ten o'clock in the evening..With all

twelve fragments destroyed, the curse should have been lifted from little Bartholomew: the threat of the unknown, violent enemy who was

represented by the four knaves. Somewhere in the world, an evil man existed who would one day have killed Barty, but now his journey through

life would take him elsewhere. Eleven saints had been given twelve shares of responsibility for lifting this curse.."December 1, 1958, in Chicago,

Illinois, a parochial-school fire killed ninety-five.".Reverend White's murder received significant coverage throughout the nation, especially in

West Coast papers, because of its perceived racial motivation and because it involved the burning of a parsonage..Music played within. An

up-tempo number. Possibly swing. He couldn't quite identify the tune..Professional magic was not a field in which many Negroes could find their

way to success. Obadiah was one of a rare brotherhood..In the chilly darkness, his breath plumed visibly, frosted by moonlight. The rapidity and

raggedness of his radiant exhalations would have marked him as a guilty man if witnesses had been present..The papermaker withdrew a thick wad

of hundred-dollar bills from his envelope and, squinting, inspected the currency in the flickering light. "I'm leaving now, but you wait until movie's

over."."And, listen, if you leave too soon behind me, I've got a guy watching, and he'll put a hollow-point thirty-eight in your ass.".Finally, only

thirty miles south of Spruce Hills, he reluctantly acknowledged that slow deep breathing, positive thoughts, high self esteem, and firm resolve

weren't sufficient to subdue his treacherous bowels. He needed to find lodging for the night. He didn't care about a swimming pool or a king-size

bed, or a free continental breakfast. The only amenity that mattered was indoor plumbing..Sweaty, chilled, trembling, weak-kneed, watery-eyed

with self-pity, Junior spread a plastic garbage bag on the driver's seat. He got in the Suburban, twisted the key in the ignition, and groaned as the

engine vibrations threatened to undo him..mother's understanding of the world and of her own existence. Unlike most other toddlers, Barty was

entirely comfortable with change. From bottle to drinking glass, from crib to open bed, from favorite foods to untried flavors, he delighted in the

new. Although Agnes usually remained near at hand, Barty was as pleased to be put temporarily in the care of Maria Gonzalez as in the care of

Edom, and he smiled as brightly for his dour uncle Jacob as for anyone..The blinds were raised, the windows bare. Usually, she liked the smoky,

reddish-gold glow of the city at night, but this once it made her uneasy..To celebrate, upon leaving the gallery, he went to the coffee shop in the

Fairmont Hotel, atop Nob Hill, determined to have a beer and a cheeseburger..The white padded eye patches rebuffed her, and she realized how

profoundly the boy's double enucleation would affect how easily she could read his moods and know his mind. Here was a littler loss until now

shadowed by the greater destruction. Denied the evidence of his eyes, she would need to be better at noting and interpreting nuances of his body

language-also changed by blindness-and his voice, for there would be no soul revealed by hand-painted, plastic implants..When at last he spoke,

real grief, quiet but profound, softened his voice: "March first, three years ago, my wife and two sons-Danny and Harry, both seven, twins-were

coming home from visiting her parents in New York. Shortly after takeoff ... their plane went down.".Angel liked to perch sideways with a drawing

tablet in the window seat in Barty's room, look out at the oak tree from the upper floor, and draw pictures inspired by things she heard in whatever

book he was currently listening to. Everyone said she was a pretty good artist for a three-year-old, and Barty wished he could see how good she

was. He wished he could see Angel, too, just once..Tom said, "Now I'm going to add a human touch and a spiritual spin to all this. When each of us

comes to a point where he has to make a significant moral decision affecting the development of his character and the lives of others, and each time

he makes the less wise choice, that's where I myself believe a new world splits off. When I make an immoral or just a foolish choice, another world

is created in which I did the right thing, and in that world, I am redeemed for a while, given a chance to become a better version of the Tom

Vanadium who lives on in the other world of the wrong choice. There are so many worlds with imperfect Tom Vanadiums, but always someplace

... someplace I'm moving steadily toward a state of grace.".At the foot of the bed: a cedar chest. Four feet long, two feet wide, perhaps three high.

Brass handles..The sill was about four and a half feet off the lavatory floor. With both hands, Junior levered himself onto it..Fathoms of silence

flooded the line. Still, she listened. He sensed her there, though as if at a great depth..Something was due to happen in this peculiar, extended,

almost casual haunting under which he had suffered for more than two years, since finding the quarter in his cheeseburger. While all around him in

the streets, people bustled in good cheer, Junior slouched along in a sour mood, temporarily having forgotten to look for the bright side..Junior was

free of superstition. He believed in neither gods nor demons, nor in anything between.."Our little girl's going to walk backward her whole life if

you drive in reverse all the way to the hospital.".Using the brochure as an ice-breaker, Junior circulated through the throng, seeking anyone who'd

attended the.He looked up into the eyes of the stocky man with the birthmark. They were gray eyes, hard as nail heads, but clear and surprisingly

beautiful in that otherwise unfortunate face..Wishing he had left the gauze wrappings on his face, but afraid that the airwaves might already be

carrying news of the bandaged man who had killed a minister in Spruce Hills, Junior abandoned the Dodge and hurriedly walked back to the

private-service terminal, where the pilot from Sacramento waited. At the sight of his passenger, the pilot blanched and said, Allergic reaction to

WHAT? And Junior said, Camellias, because Sacramento was the Camellia Capital of the World, and all that he wanted was to get back there,

where he'd left his new Ford van and his Sklents and his Zedd collection and everything he needed to live in the future. The pilot couldn't conceal

his intense revulsion, and Junior knew that he would have been stranded if he hadn't paid the round-trip charter fare in advance..Even above the

piston-knock of her heart and the bellows-wheeze of her breath, Celestina heard wood crack, a small pane of glass explode, and metal torque with a

squeal. The creep was going to get away..The one piece he had purchased was by a young Bay Area artist, Bavol Poriferan, about whom art critics

nationwide were in agreement: He was destined for a long and significant career. The sculpture had cost over nine thousand dollars, an
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extravagance for a man trying to live on the income of his hard-won and prudently invested fortune, but its presence in his living room immediately

identified him, to cognoscenti, as a person of taste and cutting-edge sensibilities..The investigator's suite-a minuscule waiting room and a small

office-lacked a secretary but surely harbored all manner of vermin..The pair of sliding doors at the living-room archway stood half open. Beyond,

voices drew Paul against his will..Briefly, Junior felt humiliated. He wanted to drag the detective out of the car and stomp on his smug, dead

face..He closed his eyes again and seemed asleep, but then as she clicked off the lamp, he murmured, "You have your halo again.".These kids were

the same age, yet listening to them was akin to hearing Angel do her charming shtick with an adult who had a lot of patience, a sense of humor, and

an awareness of generational ironies..The moon shimmered, and the stars blurred-but only briefly, for her devotion to this boy was a fiery furnace

that tempered the steel of her spine and brought a drying heat to her eyes. Without Franklin Chan's full approval but with his complete

understanding, Agnes took Barty home. On Monday, they would return to Hoag Hospital, where Barty would receive surgery on Tuesday..As

impressed as Agnes had been with the sample orbs that she'd been shown, she allowed no hope that the singular beauty of Barty's striated

emerald-sapphire eyes would be re-created. Although the artist's work might be exquisite, these irises would be painted by human hands, not by

God's..For a while he thought the fear would end only when he perished from it, but eventually it faded, and in its place poured forth self-pity from

a bottomless well. Self-pity, of course, is the ideal fuel for anger; which was why, pursuing the Buick through fog, climbing now toward Pacific

Heights, Junior was in a murderous rage. By the time he reached Cain's bedroom, Tom Vanadium recognized that the austere decor of the

apartment had probably been inspired by the minimalism that the wife killer had noted in the detective's own house in Spruce Hills. This was an

uncanny discovery, troubling for reasons that Vanadium couldn't entirely define, but he remained convinced that his perception was correct..Worse,

to make credible his anguish and to avoid suspicion, he would have to play the devastated widower for at least another couple weeks, perhaps for as

long as a month. As a dedicated follower of the self-improvement advice of Dr. Caesar Zedd, Junior was impatient with those who were ruled by

sentimentality and by the expectations of society, and now he was required to pretend to be one of them-and for an interminable period of time..In

the kitchen were a radio, a toaster, a coffeepot, two place settings of cheap flatware, a small mismatched collection of thrift-shop plates and bowls

and mugs, and a freezer full of TV dinners and English muffins.."Was a priest," he corrected. "Might be again. At my request, I've been under a

dispensation from vows and suspension from duties for twenty-seven years. Ever since those kids were killed.".Skinny, pasty-faced, chattering

sissy," he hissed, still so furious with Neddy that he wanted to jam the pianist's head in the toilet even though he was dead. Jam his head in and

stomp on him. Stomp him into the bowl. Flush and flush, stomp and stomp..Regrettably, he had no choice but to conclude that she hadn't made up

her mind whether to keep the baby or to seek out an illegal abortion without Junior's approval. She had been thinking about scraping his child out

of her womb without even telling him..Agnes winced. Already, another contraction. Mild but so soon after the last. She clasped her hands around

her immense belly and took slow, deep breaths until the pain passed..faiths and inhibiting rules that confused humanity, when he was sufficiently

enlightened to believe only in himself, he would be able to trust his instincts, for they would be free of society's toxic views, and he would be

assured of success and happiness if always he followed these gut feelings..Junior was starving, but he didn't trust his bowels enough to risk dinner

in a restaurant. The affliction seemed to have passed, but it might recur when he had food in his system again..He fiddled with the cylinder until it

swung open. Five chambers, a gleaming cartridge in each..Barty wore elfin-size, knitted blue pajamas complete with feet, white rickrack at the

cuffs and neckline, and a matching cap. His white blanket was decorated with blue and yellow bunnies..would allow herself to feel the loss, the

misery against which she was now armored. Phimie deserved dignity in this final.Missing windshield. Considering that the space was pinched by

the crumpled roof, however, and in light of Agnes's pregnancy and imminent second-stage labor, the severe contortions involved in this extraction 

would be too dangerous..proud," she said, smiling as she quoted one of their father's most familiar sermons, "nor powerful-".Junior wasn't

interested in Vietnam anymore, and he wasn't in the least troubled by the other news. These two years were disturbing to him only because of

Thomas Vanadium.."Who is this?" he demanded, although for a demand, the words came out too thin, too squeaky..Wally and Celestina went to

dinner at the Armenian restaurant from which he'd gotten takeout on the day in '65 that he rescued her and Angel from Neddy Gnathic. Red

tablecloths, white dishes, dark wood paneling, a cluster of candles in red glasses on each table, air redolent of garlic and roasted peppers and cubeb

and sizzling soujouk-plus a personable staff, largely of the owners' family-created an atmosphere as right for celebration as for intimate

conversation, and Celestina expected to enjoy both, because this promised to be a most momentous day in more ways than one..The stump was

capped at the end of the internal cuneiform, depriving Junior of everything from the metatarsal to the tip of the toe. He was delighted with this

result, because successful reattachment would have been a calamity..He had considered tracking down Celestina-and the bastard boy--prior to her

exhibition. The alumni office of her college might be one route to her. And further inquiries in the city's fine-arts community would no doubt

eventually provide him with her address..The black service road seemed to come out of nowhere, then to vanish into a void, and Junior suddenly

felt dangerously isolated, alone as he had never been, and vulnerable..If the sight of his daughter almost drove him to his knees, the sight of his

wife, also his first in seven years, lifted him until he was virtually floating across the grass..A sedan had come to a stop in the graveled driveway,

over to the right of the house, almost out of view. As Junior watched, the headlights were doused. The engine shut off. The driver's door opened. A

man got out of the car, a shadowy figure in the fearsome yellow moonlight. The dinner guest..Shaking her head, Celestina said, "I can only pay for

a studio apartment, something small.".Earlier in the week, Junior had looked up Thomas Vanadium in the telephone directory. He expected the
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number to be unlisted, but it was published. What he wanted more than a number was an address, and he found that as well.
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